
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Many Instructors Have Found It Challenging to Engage
(Understandably) Distracted Students During Remote
Learning. We get it. And if you’ve grappled with this
challenge, we have the perfect event for you. A few years ago,
the CTL brought guest speaker James Lang, author of Small
Teaching (2016) and Chronicle of Higher Education
columnist, to UMass for an engaging and highly-rated
teaching workshop that offered concrete teaching strategies
drawn from evidence-based research in the learning sciences.
Since then, he has published two more books: Small Teaching
Online (with Flower Darby, 2019), and Distracted: Why
Students Can’t Focus and What You Can Do About It (2020). Book by James M. Lang

Thanks to the wonderful efforts of the Graduate School’s Office of Professional
Development and the support of the Provost’s Office, we’re helping to bring Lang
back on Thursday, March 4th to discuss how we can create educational experiences
that cultivate and sustain attention. To register for the event, see our website.

Faculty Success: How Does One Create Videos that
Students Want to Watch? Sophie Horowitz, Assistant Professor
in Philosophy, teaches large introductory courses of 100+
students. In the Spring 2020, she made the switch from in-class
lecturing to engaging her students with course content through
brief pre-recorded videos. Watch a short video she recorded in
which she talks about her strategies, and read her reflection on
how the videos have changed her teaching in positive ways. We
also encourage you to browse our "Faculty Successes" page to
read about the other wonderful things your colleagues are doing in
their classes. Sophie Horowitz

https://www.jamesmlang.com/essays
https://www.jamesmlang.com/essays
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/teaching-distracted-minds-james-lang
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/creating-effective-short-pre-recorded-lecture-videos
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/faculty-successes


Perhaps You’ve Asked Yourself: Should I Ask My Students to Turn Their
Cameras on? Well, we have some answers. The CTL has a new Keep Teaching
page on the topic that provides context for this common dilemma, and strategies
for ensuring meaningful engagement in online settings. To hear what your
colleagues are doing in their classes, attend Friday’s (2/26) Strategy Swap: How
do you make the most of your Zoom sessions? For further tips, see our other
Keep Teaching pages.

Mini-grants for Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) studies. The
New England Faculty Development Consortium is offering 5 mini-grants of $2000
to support investigation of issues that would improve teaching and student
engagement and circulation of results to the larger New England community. To
learn more about SoTL and this opportunity, contact Colleen Kuusinen at
ckuusinen@umass.edu.

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS

Strategy Swap: How Do You Make the Most of Your Zoom Sessions?
Friday, February 26, 2021 - 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM
A new offering, “Strategy Swap” sessions are informal gatherings that allow
you to meet with CTL staff, share a teaching strategy with your colleagues,
build community around teaching, and walk away with new ideas. Each
“Strategy Swap” session will focus on a specific, timely question. For more
information, please visit our Event Page.

Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: “Liberatory
Mindfulness,” with Jennifer Cannon (College of Education)
Friday, February 26, 2021 - 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM
For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please visit our CP
Page. For an event Zoom link, contact Brian Baldi.

"Teaching Distracted Minds" with author James Lang
Thursday, March 04, 2021 - 1:00 PM to 2:15 PM
Dr. James Lang (author of Distracted: Why Students Can’t Focus and What
You Can Do About It) draws upon scholarship from history, neuroscience, and
education in order to argue that distractions are endemic to the human

https://www.umass.edu/ctl/should-we-require-students-turn-their-cameras-during-synchronous-sessions-eg-zoom
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/should-we-require-students-turn-their-cameras-during-synchronous-sessions-eg-zoom
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/strategy-swap-sessions-spring-2021
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/strategy-swap-sessions-spring-2021
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/keep-teaching
https://nefdc.org/resources/sotl-grants/
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/what-scholarship-teaching-and-learning-sotl
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/strategy-swap-sessions-spring-2021
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/contemplative-pedagogy
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/contemplative-pedagogy


condition, and can’t be walled out of the physical classroom or online course.
He suggests we should focus on creating educational experiences that
cultivate and sustain attention. Co-sponsored by the Center for Teaching &
Learning, the Graduate School’s Office of Professional Development, and the
Provost’s Office. For more information and to register, please visit the Event
Page.

Strategy Swap: How Do You Keep Students Showing up and Engaging?
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 - 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM
A new offering, “Strategy Swap” sessions are informal gatherings that allow
you to meet with CTL staff, share a teaching strategy with your colleagues,
build community around teaching, and walk away with new ideas. Each
“Strategy Swap” session will focus on a specific, timely question. For more
information, please visit our Event Page.

Looking for more events or resources related to teaching? Please visit our
CTL website. Want a consultation? Just submit a Teaching Consultation
Request Form, and we’ll set up a time to talk.

Center for Teaching & Learning (CTL)
University of Massachusetts Amherst
140 Hicks Way
301 Goodell Building
Amherst, MA 01003
ctl@umass.edu
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