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How to Help Students By Reducing the Cost of Course Materials  
UMass students are concerned about the rising costs for their textbooks and course materials. As faculty, we can address 
these concerns by considering costs as a factor when we choose textbooks and course materials; incorporating Open 
Education Resources (OER) when possible; complying with the federal Higher Education Opportunity Act and entering all 
course material information as early as possible in the eCampus Fast Adoption Tool; and utilizing the ordering options 
available through eCampus. 
Choose Materials Carefully 
When choosing textbooks, the first priority is to select course materials that provide high quality content and support the 
instructional goals of the course. In addition, we can reduce costs for our students by: 

• Choosing textbooks that are available in a range of publication formats so that students can choose whether to 
purchase a new or used print copy, an e-copy, or rent either a print or digital copy. Typically, rental prices for either 
print or digital copies will be the lowest. 

• Offering students the option to use different editions of the required textbook. Older editions will be less 
expensive than the latest print edition and, depending on the field of study, newer editions may differ more in the 
organization of the material than in the content. When using multiple editions, many instructors find it helpful to 
include content alignment information (such as giving page numbers for each edition when assigning readings) for 
students to avoid the issues that may arise if chapters are re-ordered in different editions. 

• Assessing carefully the potential student learning benefits for supplemental materials associated with publisher 
access codes. Access codes are typically the most expensive option for students because these materials cannot be 
resold, shared, or placed on library reserve.  

• Placing a copy or copies of the required textbook on reserve at the library. Students may experience financial 
difficulty in purchasing all of their textbooks; a copy on reserve helps all students access the course and be 
successful.  

• Adopting, adapting or creating Open Education Resources (OER). OERs can substantially reduce textbook costs for 
students and more importantly can also improve student academic performance (Colvard, Watson, & Park, 2018). 
The UMass Library Open Education Initiative provides funding for faculty interested in developing OER projects and 
provides resources for finding and authoring OER content. 

o Faculty may adopt existing open books or textbooks across a range of disciplines often with accompanying 
instructor resources and in some instances nominally-priced adaptive learning components.  

o Faculty may adapt existing OER content with supplemental material available through the UMass Library, or 
materials that have already been developed. 

o Faculty may create their own OER materials with students as part of a class project or independently as part 
of their own scholarship.  

 
 
List Materials Early So Students Can Plan Ahead 
Entering all course material information through the eCampus Fast Adoption Tool as early as possible, and certainly by the 
first day of course registration, supports students by: 

• Providing students with the full costs of all the textbooks they will need so that they can plan and budget for those 
costs ahead of time and choose purchasing options that meet their financial needs. 

https://library.umass.edu/oer/open-education-initiative/


• Allowing eCampus sufficient time to secure textbooks at lower and more competitive prices. Textbook prices 
fluctuate with demand and textbooks ordered late, after the first day of class registration, are typically more 
expensive than those ordered within the compliance deadlines under the federal Higher Education Opportunity Act. 

• Ensuring that students selling back their books receive the best buy-back price for all of their current textbooks. 
Students will receive a higher price for their books during end-of-semester buy-back if faculty have adopted those 
books for courses in following semesters.  

Frame Materials So Students Can Make Informed Decisions 
Utilizing the resources and options within eCampus can help students make thoughtful decisions about which textbooks to 
purchase and what purchase options make the most sense for them. Instructors can: 

• Indicate whether books are required, optional, or recommended.  
• Limit the use of the “require New only” option to items with terminal usage (e.g. access codes) so that students can 

choose to buy new or used print copies, or to purchase short term or lifetime digital access. eCampus is able to 
provide the lowest cost savings for students when multiple purchasing opportunities are utilized.  

• Use the Book Comment section to highlight that a particular text is used in multiple courses or is a primary 
reference in the discipline, to provide a rationale for why a certain text was chosen and how it will be used in class, 
or to offer suggestions on alternative editions that might be acceptable. Allowing students to use older editions of a 
textbook can substantially reduce the purchase costs. Faculty can further support students if they provide 
information that helps students understand the alignment between the different editions.  

• Use the Course Documents and Comments sections to attach a syllabus, provide an expanded course description, or 
share any additional information about the course.  
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