
  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Highlighting faculty success. This week, we are spotlighting a 

teaching strategy shared with us by a faculty member. Teaching online 

has been a new learning experience from many of us, CTL staff 

included, and we are learning a lot from instructors about what works 

best for them in their classes. If you have a faculty success story 

please consider sharing it with us at ctl@umass.edu! 

The benefits of reaching out. The CTL recently 

interviewed Steve Petsch, Associate Professor in the 

department of Geosciences, about some success he 

has found in engaging students who may be falling 

behind in his 200-person general education course. 

Reaching out personally to students has helped them 

feel cared for and learn professional communication 

habits. Read more about Steve’s strategies and the 

impact of his outreach.  

Interested in other ways to connect with your students? Karen 

Costa, a UMass alumna, online instructor, and faculty development 

facilitator, offers simple tips to reach online students who fail to turn in 

work, such as emailing them with a question about their plans to 

encourage a response. Learn more in her brief 6-minute video on 

how she reaches out to her students. Learners rate communication 

and being treated as individuals as an important part of their online 

course experience (Dennen, Darabi & Smith, 2008), which we’ve 

seen echoed in midterm student feedback this year. 

Free Teaching Conference for UMass Amherst Faculty! Pondering 

new teaching ideas? UMass Amherst faculty have an exciting 

opportunity to attend the New England Faculty Development 

Consortium’s Virtual Conference FOR FREE! The conference theme is 

Relationship Rich Experiences in Person and Online, and will be on 

Friday, October 30, 2020. To learn more about the conference’s 

keynote and interactive workshop led by Dr. Peter Felten, the Birds of 
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a Feather Roundtable topics, and to register, please visit: 

https://nefdc.org/conferences/ 

Looking for practical, concrete strategies for engaging your 

students? Our Keep Teaching resource pages provide examples of 

ways to engage students in large enrollment classes, structuring 

collaborative group work, and engaging students in synchronous 

sessions.  

Need help? CTL offers individual course and syllabus consultations 

throughout the semester. To schedule one, please submit a Teaching 

Consultation Request Form.  

  

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS  

 
Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: 

"Equanimity as Grounding" (Facilitators: Katja Hahn D'Errico, 

CESL; Terrell James, Anthropology; Brian Baldi, CTL) 

Friday, October 16, 2020, 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM  

For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please visit 

our CP Page.  For an event Zoom link, contact Brian Baldi. 
 

Facilitating Difficult Classroom Conversations During 

Divisive Times (Facilitators: Laura Vandenberg, Associate Dean 

of Undergraduate Academic Affairs, School of Public Health & 

Health Sciences, and Kirsten Helmer, Director of Programming 

for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, CTL)  

Friday, October 23, 2020, 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

Join us for this interactive webinar on facilitating classroom 

conversations across differences during this time of high 

tensions, polarization and divisiveness in the run-up to the 2020 

Presidential Election and amid a pandemic, economic crisis, deep 

social unrest in response to systemic racism and xenophobia, and 

threats to academic freedom. For more information, please visit 

the event page. 
 

Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: "Racial 

Justice and Contemplative Practice" (Facilitators: Jennifer 
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Cannon, College of Education; KC Nat Turner, Teacher Education 

and Curriculum Studies)  

Friday, November 06, 2020, 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please visit 

our CP Page. For an event Zoom link, contact Brian Baldi. 
 

Looking for more events or resources related to teaching? Please visit 

our CTL website.  
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