
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
Highlighting Faculty Success.This week we are 

spotlighting Yanfei Xu, an Assistant Professor in the 

College of Engineering who was recently recognized 

by COE’s  Deans Diversity Equity Inclusion 

Curriculum Challenge.  The College of 

Engineering has asked faculty members to step up 

to the challenge of integrating issues of diversity, 

equity, and inclusion into the curriculum. Professor 

Xu responded to this challenge by developing a 

lesson on making solar manufacturing processes more equitable 

and exposing students to literature on bias in engineering. If you have 

a faculty success story please consider sharing it with us at 

ctl@umass.edu! 
  

Forward FOCUS.CTL designed the Forward FOCUS (Feedback on 

Course Understanding and Skills) as a customizable and 

confidential end-of-term feedback tool to help instructors identify 

strengths and areas of improvement regardless of whether future 

courses are taught face-to-face or online. Students anonymously 

provide feedback on engagement, inclusion, learning, course 

strengths, and suggested changes. Read our FAQ page about the 

Forward FOCUSor sign up on our event page to attend an upcoming 

workshop on November 10. 

  

It’s Not Too Soon to Think About Spring Courses. It may seem 

hard to plan for spring when the autumn leaves are just now piling up 

in our yards, but spring course registration begins on November 2. 

https://engineering.umass.edu/deans-diversity-equity-inclusion-curriculum-challenge
https://engineering.umass.edu/deans-diversity-equity-inclusion-curriculum-challenge
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NPu-eLR2jW36ODalVTwPnd3qWV1B01IyW05hqkU8pbQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:ctl@umass.edu
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/forward-focus-faq
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/forward-focus-faq
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/asking-right-questions-forward-focus


Required course materials should be entered into the eCampus FAST 

Adoption Toolby the first day of course registration. Ordering 

textbooks early helps our students access the materials they need at 

the lowest prices. Faculty and instructors can find additional 

information on ways to lower textbook costs on our Teaching Tip How 

to Help Students by Reducing the Cost of Course Materials. 
  

Free Teaching Conference for UMass Amherst Faculty!Pondering 

new teaching ideas? UMass Amherst faculty have an exciting 

opportunity to attend the New England Faculty Development 

Consortium’s Virtual Conference FOR FREE!The conference theme is 

Relationship Rich Experiences in Person and Online, and will be on 

Friday, October 30, 2020. To learn more about the conference’s 

keynote and interactive workshop led by Dr. Peter Felten, the Birds of 

a Feather Roundtable topics, and to register, please visit: 

https://nefdc.org/conferences/. 
  

Need help? CTL offers individual course and syllabus consultations 

throughout the semester. To schedule one, please submit a Teaching 

Consultation Request Form. 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS 

  
Facilitating Difficult Classroom Conversations During 

Divisive Times(Facilitators: Laura Vandenberg, Associate Dean 

of Undergraduate Academic Affairs, School of Public Health & 

Health Sciences, and Kirsten Helmer, Director of Programming 

for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, CTL) 

Friday, October 23, 2020, 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

Join us for this interactive webinar on facilitating classroom 

conversations across differences during this time of high 

tensions, polarization and divisiveness in the run-up to the 2020 

Presidential Election and amid a pandemic, economic crisis, deep 

social unrest in response to systemic racism and xenophobia, and 

https://fast.ecampus.com/sign-in
https://fast.ecampus.com/sign-in
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/sites/default/files/Reducing%20student%20cost_letterhead%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/sites/default/files/Reducing%20student%20cost_letterhead%20%28002%29.pdf
https://nefdc.org/conferences/
https://umassamherst.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9oB72q9cQCflDrT
https://umassamherst.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9oB72q9cQCflDrT


threats to academic freedom. For more information, please visit 

the event page. 
  

Strategies for Responding to Microaggressions(Facilitators: 

Neena Thota, Senior Teaching Faculty, College of Information 

and Computer Sciences and Kirsten Helmer, Director of 

Programming for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, CTL) 

Thursday, November 05, 2020, 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM 

We live in divisive times, which may increase the likelihood that 

people will be targeted or witness microaggressions. Our 

classrooms, labs, and other spaces shared by students and 

instructors are no exception to that.  If left unaddressed, 

microaggressions negatively impact the learning climate and can 

hurt students’ engagement, their sense of belonging and 

academic success.  For more information, please visit the event 

page. 
  

Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: "Racial 

Justice and Contemplative Practice"(Facilitators: Jennifer 

Cannon, College of Education; KC Nat Turner, Teacher Education 

and Curriculum Studies) 

Friday, November 06, 2020, 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please visit 

our CP Page. For an event Zoom link, contact Brian Baldi. 
  

Asking the Right Questions with Forward 

FOCUS(Facilitators: Colleen Kuusinen & Mei-Yau Shih, CTL). 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM 

How can you use Forward FOCUS, the CTL’s confidential and 

customizable course feedback tool, to inform improved course 

design—whether your course is taught face-to-face or online in 

the future?  For more information, please visit the event page. 
  

Looking for more events or resources related to teaching? Please visit 

our CTL website. 

https://www.umass.edu/ctl/facilitating-difficult-classroom-conversations-during-divisive-times
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/strategies-responding-microaggressions
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/strategies-responding-microaggressions
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/contemplative-pedagogy
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/forward-focus-faq
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/asking-right-questions-forward-focus
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/


  

Center for Teaching & Learning (CTL) 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

140 Hicks Way 

301 Goodell Building 

Amherst, MA 01003 

ctl@umass.edu 

 

mailto:ctl@umass.edu

