
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Want to Connect with Other Instructors about the Election? Join the CTL later this afternoon 

for “Not a Day as Usual,” an open drop-in forum for reflecting and asking questions about 

teaching after the election.  

And How Can You Support Your Students? One thing you can do is share the Center for 

Counseling & Psychological Health's 2020 Election Support resources, which lists individual and 

group programming and services. Students can also get support from licensed clinicians 

regarding student mental health concerns by calling 413-545-2337. They also can access 24/7 

confidential crisis support from the Crisis Text Line by texting "HOME" to 741741.  

Highlighting Faculty Success. Wondering how to inspire academic 
integrity in test-taking? This week, we are highlighting the excellent 
work of Mzamo Mangaliso, a faculty member in the Department of 
Management and former Lilly Fellow for Teaching Excellence. Faced 
with the problem of students cheating on his exams, Professor 
Mangaliso revised his approach to teaching by educating his students 
on ethics, writing exam questions that stressed higher order 
thinking, and making savvy changes to how his tests are 
administered. For more information on academic integrity and test 
taking, see the CTL resource on the topic, as well as this article from 
Inside Higher Education. If you have a faculty success story, please 
consider sharing it with us at ctl@umass.edu!  

Manning Prize for Excellence in Teaching – Call for Nominations Open. We are now inviting 

nominations for the 2021 Manning Prize for Excellence in Teaching. This award honors one 

outstanding UMass Amherst faculty member who demonstrates excellence in teaching along 

with exemplary dedication to students and the campus community. Each department may 

nominate one full time, tenure-system or non-tenure system faculty member. Please see the 

Manning Prize for Excellence in Teaching website for more information and to submit 

departmental nominations. Nomination deadline: Friday, December 11, 2020.  

Forward FOCUS. November 10th is the last day to request access to the customizable and 
confidential CTL end-of-term feedback tool, the Forward FOCUS (Feedback on Course 
Understanding and Skills).  Read about how to improve student response rates to the FOCUS, 
including ideas for how to incorporate FOCUS as part of a course wrap up and reflection activity 
(see below for more ideas on wrapping up your courses). 

Wrapping Up Your Semester by Revisiting Your Learning Objectives. At the end of a long 
semester, students may not remember everything they have learned in a particular course. To 
help students solidify their learning, faculty can hold a synchronous recap session at the end of 
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the semester, or record a short recap video. We recommend that instructors revisit the list of 
learning objectives in the syllabus; highlight key concepts, knowledge, and/or skills; and 
connect each objective to class activities, assignments, and assessments. Faculty might also ask 
students: “What do you know, or what can you do, that you didn’t know or weren’t able to do 
in August?” We also recommend that you celebrate students’ accomplishments and growth. 
Such reflection and acknowledgment activities will help students better answer the 
end-of-semester evaluation question “How much have you learned in this course?” and will 
promote self-awareness in learning. 

Need help? CTL offers individual course and syllabus consultations throughout the semester. To 

schedule one, please submit a Teaching Consultation Request Form.  

  

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS  
 

Strategies for Responding to Microaggressions (Facilitators: Neena Thota, CICS; Kirsten 
Helmer, CTL).  
Thursday, November 5, 2020, 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM 
We live in divisive times, which may increase the likelihood that people will be targeted 

or witness microaggressions.  If left unaddressed, microaggressions negatively impact 

the learning climate and can hurt students’ engagement, their sense of belonging and 

academic success.  For more information, please visit the Event Page. 

 

Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: "Racial Justice and Contemplative 

Practice" (Facilitators: Jennifer Cannon, College of Education; KC Nat Turner, Teacher 

Education and Curriculum Studies)  

Friday, November 06, 2020, 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please visit our CP Page. For an 

event Zoom link, contact Brian Baldi. 
 

Asking the Right Questions with Forward FOCUS (Facilitators: Colleen Kuusinen & 
Mei-Yau Shih, CTL).  
Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM 
How can you use Forward FOCUS, the CTL’s confidential and customizable course 
feedback tool, to inform improved course design—whether your course is taught 
face-to-face or online in the future?  For more information, please visit the event page.  
 
Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: "Here We Are" (Facilitators: Brian 

Baldi, CTL; Lena Fletcher, Environmental Conservation) 

Friday, December 4, 2020, 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please visit our CP Page. For an 

event Zoom link, contact Brian Baldi. 
 

Looking for more events or resources related to teaching? Please visit our CTL website.  
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