
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Want to Start the Semester Strong? Two great ways to do that are 

to establish an interactive and social foundation for your course, 

and to establish teaching presence. Another great strategy is to 

use synchronous time or record a video to give your students a tour of 

your Moodle/Blackboard site. This will help your students know where 

to find the readings,  assignments, exams and communication tools 

used in your course. For further tips on course design, see our 

Flexible Course (Re)Design Modules and Keep Teaching pages. 

And as usual, we’re happy to chat with you about your specific course. 

Just submit a Teaching Consultation Request Form, and we’ll set 

up a time to talk. 

 

Faculty Success: Looking for a Novel Way to Build Community 

During the First Weeks of Class? For the past few years, Elizabeth 

Porto, Senior Lecturer II, has been showing students’ brief 

introductory videos during class over the first few weeks of the 

semester. In addition to building community over time in an inclusive 

and memorable way, her students learn how to introduce themselves 

professionally and personally. Read more about her approach, goals, 

and next steps. 

 

Call for Proposals: “Where Do We Go from Here? Teaching and 

Learning After the Pandemic.” Sacred Heart University will be 

hosting this inaugural online teaching conference in July. Proposals are 

due February 19th for workshops, panels, research discussions, or 

interactive discussions on themes such as pedagogy, technology, 

Universal Design for Learning (UDL), and equity and inclusion. This is a 

good opportunity for you to share ideas that have worked in your 

classes with colleagues. For more information visit the conference 

website. 
 

Don’t Forget the Flex Grants! CTL administers the FLEX grants to 

support teaching/faculty development for Massachusetts Society of 

 

https://www.umass.edu/ctl/what-should-i-do-first-weeks-help-students-succeed-my-online-class
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/how-do-i-show-teaching-presence-online-courses
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/flexible-course-redesign-modules-0
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/keep-teaching
https://umassamherst.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9oB72q9cQCflDrT
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/welcome-videos-build-community
https://www.sacredheart.edu/offices--departments-directory/center-for-excellence-and-innovation-in-teaching/where-do-we-go-from-here-teaching--learning-after-the-pandemic/
https://www.sacredheart.edu/offices--departments-directory/center-for-excellence-and-innovation-in-teaching/where-do-we-go-from-here-teaching--learning-after-the-pandemic/


Professors (MSP) members. If you have not applied for one this FY 

year (fall 2020 – spring 2021), you are welcome to submit your 

application for a $500 grant prior to May 1, 2021. 

 

Check Us Out. We reorganized our website's navigational structure 

over the break to make it easier to find information, and we've added 

some new features. We encourage you to browse our "Faculty 

Successes" page to read about the wonderful things your colleagues 

are doing in their classes, and if you want to find something we 

mentioned in a past newsletter, see our new archive. 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS 

 

Trauma-Aware Teaching Strategies for Managing Stress 

in the Classroom with Emma Anderson (Director of Inclusive 

Education and Teaching Support, CICS) and Kirsten Helmer 

(Director of Programming for Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, CTL) 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 - 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM 

Our students are reporting increased levels of stress, anxiety 

and depression, which may have a detrimental impact on their 

capacity to learn. Join this session to learn about how 

traukkkma-aware teaching practices can support students 

during these stressful times. For more information and to 

register, please visit the Event Page. 
 

Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: 
“Contemplative Pedagogy Skills Share” with Brian Baldi (CTL) 

and Terrell James (Anthropology) 

Friday, February 12, 2021 - 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please 

visit our CP Page. For an event Zoom link, contact Brian 

Baldi. 
 

"Teaching Distracted Minds" with author James Lang 

Thursday, March 04, 2021 - 1:00 PM to 2:15 PM 

Dr. James Lang (author of Distracted: Why Students Can’t 

Focus and What You Can Do About It) draws upon scholarship 

from history, neuroscience, and education in order to argue that 

distractions are endemic to the human condition, and can’t be 

walled out of the physical classroom or online course. He 

suggests we should focus on creating educational experiences 

 

https://www.umass.edu/ctl/flex-grant
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/flex-grant
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/faculty-successes
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/faculty-successes
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/ctl-newsletter-archive
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/trauma-aware-teaching-strategies-managing-stress-classroom
https://www.umass.edu/ctl/contemplative-pedagogy


that cultivate and sustain attention. Co-sponsored by the Center 

for Teaching & Learning, the Graduate School’s Office of 

Professional Development, and the Provost’s Office. For more 

information and to register, please visit the Event Page. 
 

Looking for more events or resources related to teaching? Please visit 

our CTL website.  
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