
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to the New Year. As you plan for your spring courses – no matter the modality – we are 

available to help you get ready. Our Flexible Course (Re)Design Modules give you a hands-on, reflective 

opportunity to reconceive your courses, and our Keep Teaching pages provide concrete strategies for 

online teaching. We also encourage you to bend our ears about all 

things teaching. Just submit a Teaching Consultation Request 

Form, and we’ll set up a time to talk. 

 

Faculty Success:  Captioning Presentations.  Did you know that 

many students – not just deaf or hard of hearing students – 

benefit from the closed captioning of presentations? 

Closed-captioning might be easier and more reliable than you 

think, according to Michele Cooke, Professor in Geosciences, who 

has conducted    a study with undergraduate student Celia Child 

(Bryn Mawr College) on captioning live presentations. To learn 

more, their video, in which they demonstrate the effectiveness of 

strategies that use widely available auto-captioning tools to 

greatly improve presentation accessibility. Read their article to learn more about their study. 

 

Check Us Out. We reorganized our website's navigational structure over the break to make it easier to 

find information, and we've added some new features. We encourage you to browse our "Faculty 

Successes" page to read about the wonderful things your colleagues are doing in their classes, and if you 

want to find something we mentioned in a past newsletter, see our new archive.  
 

Apply Now for the TIDE (Teaching for Inclusiveness, Diversity, & Equity) Ambassadors Fellowship! We 

are accepting applications for the 2021-2022 TIDE Ambassadors Faculty Fellowship. Eligible faculty 

members can apply directly by completing and emailing the Application Form for the 2021-2022 TIDE 

Ambassadors Fellowship to TIDE Program Director Kirsten Helmer. Applications are due January 25, 

2021. More Information About the TIDE Ambassador Program. 
 

Call for Proposals: “Where Do We Go from Here? Teaching and Learning After the Pandemic.” Sacred 

Heart University will be hosting this inaugural online teaching conference in July. Proposals are due 

February 19th for workshops, panels, research discussions, or interactive discussions on themes such as 
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pedagogy, technology, Universal Design for Learning (UDL), and equity and inclusion. This is a good 

opportunity for you to share ideas that have worked in your classes with colleagues. For more 

information visit the conference website. 
 

Don’t Forget the Flex Grants! CTL administers the FLEX grants to support teaching/faculty development 

for Massachusetts Society of Professors (MSP) members. If you have not applied for one this FY year (fall 

2020 – spring 2021), you are welcome to submit your application for a $500 grant prior to May 1, 2021. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS 

Teaching Languages Online with Yuki Yoshimura (Japanese), Luiz Amaral (Portuguese), Julia 

Feldhaus (German), Brian Baldi (CTL) and Kirsten Helmer (CTL)  

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 - 10:30AM to 12:00PM 

Teaching languages online presents particular pedagogical challenges since language learning is 

an inherently social process. Join this session to learn from three language instructors who 

successfully adapted their teaching practices to the online environment. For more information, 

please visit the Event Page. 

 

Trauma-Aware Teaching Strategies for Managing Stress in the Classroom with Emma Anderson 

(Director of Inclusive Education and Teaching Support, CICS) and Kirsten Helmer (Director of 

Programming for Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, CTL) 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 - 11:30AM to 12:45PM 

Our students are reporting increased levels of stress, anxiety and depression, which may have a 

detrimental impact on their capacity to learn. Join this session to learn about how trauma-aware 

teaching practices can support students during these stressful times. For more information and 

to register, please visit the Event Page. 

 

Contemplative Pedagogy Working Group Meeting: “Contemplative Pedagogy Skills Share” with 

Brian Baldi (CTL) and Terrell James (Anthropology) 

Friday, February 12, 2021 - 10:00AM to 11:30AM 

For more information about contemplative pedagogy, please visit our CP Page. For an event 

Zoom link, contact Brian Baldi.  
 

Looking for more events or resources related to teaching? Please visit our CTL website.  
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