
WHO WE ARE  
A UMass Amherst and UMass Dartmouth collaborative 
advocacy group of faculty, staff, and students dedicated 
to celebrating, preserving and reimagining our Brutalist 
architecture. 

MISSION 
To raise awareness of the relevance and international 
significance of our Brutalist heritage in order to foster 
pride in our campuses.

BRUTALISM
“Brutalism” describes the progressive, dynamic 
architecture favored from the mid-1950s through the 
mid-1970s which gave form to truthfulness using raw 
concrete and other textured materials. Architects from 
around the world employed this dramatic vocabulary to 
express the ambitious programs of socially progressive 
civic and educational institutions. Today, new appreci-
ation is growing for these architects and their patrons 
as humanists who sought to express beneficial 
social programs and engage with their users and 
environments through architectural form.

INITIATIVE
A kick-off yearlong campaign will unfold over the 
course of 2020-2021, featuring a series of events and 
activities such as lectures, tours, gallery exhibitions, and 
installations by artists. Photo contests and social media 
outreach will engage audiences on campus and beyond.

SYMPOSIUM
The main campaign event will be a two-day symposium 
entitled Brutalism + the Public University: Past, Present 
and Future to be held at UMass Amherst on Friday, 
October 22 and at UMass Dartmouth Saturday, October 
23, 2021. The symposium will include nationwide 
industry professionals, as well as faculty, students, and 
staff of all backgrounds with an interest 

in Brutalism. Presenters will share their experiences 
working with Brutalist structures, especially in the 
public realm. The goal of the symposium is to create 
a dynamic, cross-disciplinary conversation among all 
participants on how we may conserve and provide 
stewardship of our buildings for the future.

BRUTALISM ON OUR CAMPUSES 
UMass Dartmouth is one of the most dramatic 
Brutalist campuses ever built. Beginning in 1963, Paul 
Rudolph (1918-1997) designed its master plan and core 
structures in an expressive manner made cohesive by 
using a ribbed, concrete block for all structures. At 
the same time, the UMass Amherst administration 
redesigned their nineteenth-century campus in 1963 
to meet the needs of a rapidly growing university with 
a new master plan by Hideo Sasaki. Making UMass a 
veritable showcase of Brutalism at its zenith, UMass 
Amherst commissioned the landmark Fine Arts Center 
(1974) by Kevin Roche and Lincoln Campus Center by 
Marcel Breuer (1970) as well as other key structures by 
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, Edward Durrell Stone and 
Hugh Stubbins. Today, the buildings of both campuses 
are being reimagined for the twenty-first century by 
respecting their architectural integrity while enhancing 
their sustainability and accessibility.

GOALS 
Beyond this yearlong campaign, the group aims to 
continue holding regular meetings, while maintaining 
a social media presence, hosting annual tours, and 
continuing to plan engaging events and activities on 
both campuses. The two universities intend to use this 
momentum to apply for grants and promote future 
funding for the conservation of the buildings on each 
campus. Most importantly, raising appreciation for the 
architecture of these two landmark campuses will raise 
pride in UMass as a whole.

Follow on social media for 
event postings and updates

@umassbrut




