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Professor Anca Romantan was a member of the Department of Communication at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst from 2006 to 2008. Despite her brave struggle with lung cancer, the disease ultimately claimed her life, 
cutting short what would no doubt have been a remarkable career.  Nevertheless, her commitment to international 
research continues to influence the department and the field of communication. In her memory, we have launched a 
fundraising effort in support of the Anca Romantan Graduate International Research Fund. The fund will provide 
annual scholarships for UMass Amherst graduate students conducting dissertation fieldwork in communication 
outside of the United States. Creating a sustainable, annual gift has been made possible by the generosity of Cornel 
Ban, Professor Romantan’s partner. Building this endowment will enable the award to continue long into the future. 
 
Professor Romantan leaves a rich legacy of rigorous, imaginative and critical research and publication. As a scholar 
and an intellectual, she engaged in a heterodox research agenda that spanned traditional divides in the field of 
communication. Her dissertation research explored the compelling topic of risk and neoliberal governance, from the 
aviation industry to global public health. She was also a scholar of transnational cultures of protest around 
environmental, labor and social rights and the increasingly precarious plight of migrants in Europe and the United 
States. During her brief time at UMass Amherst, Professor Romantan conducted new research on the fraught 
political culture of European globalization. Her last publications focused on the dark side of civil society and the use 
of new media, by both far right and mainstream conservative organizations, to mobilize nationalist identity in 
Romania and across southern Europe. Professor Romantan’s proficiency in multiple languages, her deep 
commitment to complex social theories, and her passionate advocacy of empirical research were reflected in both 
the breadth of her interests and the care with which she advised graduate students developing their own research 
programs. As a scholar fluent in qualitative and quantitative methods, Professor Romantan believed firmly in 
international fieldwork of many kinds to support engaged scholarship. 
 
The Anca Romantan Graduate International Research Fund will provide much needed travel, living and research 
resources for students at UMass Amherst undertaking research outside the U.S. Funds will be awarded based on the 
strength of an applicant’s academic performance and grant proposal.  To honor Professor Romantan’s memory, and 
her dedication and passion for international communication research, please consider a tax-deductible contribution 
to the   
 

Anca Romantan Graduate  In ternat iona l  Resear ch  Fund   
 

Checks can be mailed to: 
 

SBS Development Office 
UMass Amherst 
202 Draper Hall 

40 Campus Center Way 
Amherst MA 01003-9244 

 
For more information, please contact Lisa Henderson: 413.545.4759, lhender@comm.umass.edu. 


