
Tenzin Dawa Thargay:  Student Speaker at the University of Massachussetts Amherst 
Commencement 2018. 
 
Tenzin Dawa Thargay, first generation child of a Tibetan refugee family from West Roxbury, MA, 
earns dual degrees in political science and Chinese language and literature. He has also earned 
a public policy and an International Scholars Program certificate.  
 
Your CMASS family congratulates and thank you for all that you have contributed to our 
community. 

 
Tenzin Dawa Thargay will forever be a part of our CMASS & UMass family.  Tenzin became 
connected to CMASS during his NSO session when Chona Lauyan, Assistant Director for CMASS 
reached out to a young man looking for connection.  The CMASS professional staff have had the 
privilege of seeing the growth and development of a 21st Century Leader [affirmed by him being 
awarded this prestigious honor that recognized,  along with 9 outstanding fellow graduates,  
their exemplary leadership skills in our global community].   He has demonstrated his 
leadership capacity throughout his career at UMass.   

A few examples are as follows: 

 In anticipation of a visit by the Dalai Lama, Thargay organized and moderated a 
panel discussion on Tibet’s prospects after the Dalai Lama in “The Road Ahead: A 
Tibet without the Dalai Lama?” Thargay assembled a first-rate panel 
representing all sides of the issue. He also created, organized and moderated  
the Five College Conference for Compassionate Leadership. Last summer, 
Thargay co-founded Project YETI (Young Educated Tibetans Initiative), the first 
virtual mentorship program to connect and guide Tibetan youth in the U.S. in the 
college application process, scholarships, and other opportunities.  

 A member of Commonwealth Honors College’s International Scholars Program, 
Thargay has received a Salute to Service Scholarship from the UMass Alumni 
Association, a Kathryn Davis Fellowship for Peace from the Middlebury Language 



School, an Annenberg Fellowship from the Council of American Ambassadors, 
and a David L. Boren Scholarship from the National Security Engagement 
Program. 

  
Throughout the years, we have had the privilege of seeing Tenzin grow further and develop his 
natural leadership skills all while committed to his academic goals and life goals.  After 
delivering the Student Commencement Speech to his fellow graduates at the University’s 
commencement, Tenzin will spend the summer interning with the Office of China Affairs in 
the Office of the United States Trade Representative in Washington, DC, before traveling to Seoul, 
South Korea, as a Fulbright scholar to conduct research on energy security with the Center for 
Energy Governance and Security at Hanyang University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


