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The Program 
 
The degree of Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) may be earned in Latin and Classical Humanities.  In keeping with 
guidelines from the Massachusetts Bureau of Teacher Preparation and Program Approval, the MAT Program in Latin 
and Classical Humanities prepares candidates for teaching careers in public, independent, and parochial middle schools 
and junior and senior high schools, grades 5–12.  The degree requires two years of study for the MAT Degree and Initial 
Licensure with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
Also recommended is additional study during a summer at the American Academy in Rome, one of the programs run by 
The Paideia Institute, the Vergilian Society at Cumae, in Italy, or the American School of Classical Studies in Athens.  
Competitive Faculty-Alumni Scholarships are available from the Department for summer study, and active support is 
given to students applying for nationally available scholarships. The department will also provide support for domestic 
professional development programs, such as the American Classical League Institute or one of the Spoken-Latin 
programs offered nationally. 
 
Teaching Assistantships with stipends of approximately $19,000 and waivers of tuition, curriculum fee, and most health 
fees are provided to all students admitted into the program. We typically admit six students per year. In partial 
fulfillment of requirements for the MAT degree, Teaching Assistants teach sections of elementary and intermediate Latin 
and assist in Greek or Roman Civilization or Classical Archaeology and Greek Mythology during their two years in the 
Program. 
 
Since 1972, when the Program graduated its first class, more than 200 candidates have earned the MAT degree in Latin 
and Classical Humanities.  The Department’s record for placing its graduates over the years has been excellent, and the 
demand for highly qualified Latin teachers is growing in middle schools, junior high schools, and high schools.   At the 
current time, in fact, there is a national shortage of Latin teachers, as identified by the National Department of Education.   
 
NOTE: Access to an automobile is necessary for both the Pre-Practicum (observation in a variety of schools) and the 
Practicum (student teaching), which are usually carried out in schools in western Massachusetts. 
 

Certification  
 

The Massachusetts state regulations for certification (effective October 1, 2003) define the following two types of 
licensure relevant to our program: Initial and Professional. The following two paragraphs are quoted from the 
Massachusetts Department of Education: 
 
Initial License: An educator license issued to a person who has completed a bachelor's degree, passed the Massachusetts 
Tests for Educator Licensure, completed an educator preparation program approved by the Commissioner, and met 
other eligibility requirements established by the Board. The Initial license is valid for five years of employment and may 
be renewed at the discretion of the Commissioner for an additional five years. This license is equivalent to a provisional 
educator certificate with advanced standing as defined in M. G. L. c. 71, § 38G. 

 
Professional License: An educator's license issued to a person who has met the requirements for an Initial license in that 
field and met requirements established by the Board set forth in 603 CMR 7.04 (c), 7.09, or 7.11. The Professional 
license is valid for five years and renewable for additional five-year terms as set forth in 603 CMR 44.00. This license is 
equivalent to a standard educator certificate as defined in M. G. L. c. 71, § 38G. 

 
Persons who have fulfilled all of the requirements for the MAT in Latin and Classical Humanities and have passed both 
parts of the Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (see below) apply, in their fourth semester of our program, for 
an Initial Licensure to teach Latin and Classical Humanities at the middle-school and high-school levels, grades 5–12, 
within Massachusetts and over thirty states that have signed the Interstate Certification Compact (I.C.C.).  In addition, 
because the program is approved by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education, transcripts of 
graduates bear the seal of N.C.A.T.E.   
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The Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL) 

 
There are two Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure, namely, a communication and literacy test and a subject 
matter test.  Students entering the MAT Program are required to take the communication and literacy test as early as 
possible, usually in October of their first year in the Program.  They are required to take the subject matter test in Latin 
and Classical Humanities prior to student teaching (in the spring of their first year in the program or in the fall of their 
second year).  Students must pass both tests before the Program can recommend them for certification. 

 
 

Eligibility Requirements and Recommendations 
 
Persons who seek admission to the Program should possess a B.A. degree with a major in Latin or Classics.  Course 
work should demonstrate a strong emphasis on Latin language and literature (with a cumulative average of 3.0 or better 
in the major and of 2.75 or better in one’s overall undergraduate course of study). Specific requirements/expectations 
include 
 
Undergraduate courses in: 
 

• Latin (highly desirable: 4 courses beyond the elementary/intermediate level, but 3 admissible) 
• Elementary and Intermediate Classical Greek (12 semester hours) 
• Surveys of Greek and Roman History (6 semester hours) 

 
Deficiencies in the pre-program requirements may be filled after admission to the Program, but in that case, the 
candidate will need to take course(s) during the summer prior to matriculation or use electives to meet those 
requirements. 
 
Strongly recommended but not required: 
 

• Undergraduate Minor (at least 18 semester hours) in a second teaching area.   
• A Romance language, especially Spanish, widens employment opportunities. 

 
 
In addition, applicants are requested to submit  

• at least two letters of recommendation from previous instructors 
• a well-considered statement indicating a genuine commitment to a career as a teacher of Latin and Classical 

Humanities, grades 5–12.   
• scores of the Graduate Record Examination Aptitude Test (G.R.E.).  These are required by the University 

and should be taken as early as possible.  The test must have been taken within five years of the date of 
application to the program. 

 
Persons who have completed state certification requirements in their undergraduate programs in addition to having 
earned a B.A. degree in Latin or Classics are also eligible for the MAT Program, provided they have met all other 
requirements and are prepared to undertake the full extent of the Pre-Practicum and Practicum. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I do not know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: 
the only ones among you who will be truly happy are those 
who will have sought and found how to serve. 

Albert Schweitzer 
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Application 

 
 
Application requirements and materials: Applications are sent to the Graduate School Division of the UMass campus 

(not the Classics department). The deadline for application to enter the program in the 2019-2020 academic year is 

February 1, 2019. The website explaining the UMass Graduate School application process is here: 

http://www.umass.edu/gradschool/admissions. The application is done through an online system. The link to the secure 

online application is on the site just provided.  Please be sure that your application includes all required materials (see 

here: http://www.umass.edu/gradschool/admissions/admissions-requirements).   

 
Personal Statement: It would be very helpful if you could include in your personal statement a list of the upper-level 
Latin and all Greek courses you have taken in your career in higher education.   
 
Important: Your transcripts and GRE score sheets are not uploaded to the online application system; instead you must 
direct ETS and your institutions to send those directly to the Graduate School. Official GRE score reports must come 
directly from the Educational Testing Service (ETS). The Institutional Code for the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
is 3917.  
 
You or your undergraduate institution must send your original and official transcript (by mail) to: 

Graduate Admissions Office   
534 Goodell Building 

University of Massachusetts 
140 Hicks Way 

Amherst, MA 01003-9333 
 
Letters of Recommendation: Once you submit your application, your recommenders will receive contact from the 
Graduate School so that they can submit their recommendations online. Please make sure that your letters of 
recommendation are sent to the Graduate School by the February deadline.   
 
If you wish to seek your recommendations earlier than you plan to apply to the program, you may obtain the 
recommender’s form from the Graduate School website – located here for your convenience: 
http://www.umass.edu/gradschool/sites/default/files/Recomm.pdf.  Your recommenders can then send that form and their 
accompanying letters to the same address above (530 Goodell Building). 
 
Once you have applied, or at your request, the Graduate Program Director will seek an interview with you via Skype or 
some other platform. We have found this to be an efficient and informative way for applicants and faculty to meet and 
discuss the program and answer questions. You can also visit the program if you wish, prior to the February application 
deadline. Please contact Professor Ramsby if you wish to visit or set up an interview. 
 
Further questions about the program and about the application process should be directed to the Graduate Program 
Director: 
 
 Professor Teresa Ramsby,  Graduate Program Director 
 University of Massachusetts Department of Classics - 524 Herter Hall 
 161 Presidents Dr. 
 Amherst, MA 01003 
 tramsby@umass.edu  (413) 545-0512 

 
Transfer of Credits 

 
A maximum of 9 graduate credits with a grade of B or better from another accredited institution may, upon 
recommendation of the Department and Graduate Dean, be transferred into the MAT Program.  However, no more than 
6 of these credits can come from either the academic field or the professional education component (i.e., to transfer 9 
credits, 6 must be from one area and 3 from the other). 
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The MAT Program -- Requirements 
 

Courses and Practica Counted toward 
Initial Licensure 

 
 
The courses for the program are broken down into three general categories: Knowledge, Professional, and Field 
Experience. 
 
 
I. Knowledge  [21 credits] 
 
(How to read and translate Latin and methods of research and criticism): 
 
 A. Two of the following courses  (6 credits): 
 
  Latin 625 Epic 
  Latin 635 Elegy and Lyric 
  Latin 640 History and Biography 
  Latin 650 Cicero’s Orations 
  Latin 695b Ovid 
 

(Before completing the MAT Program, all students should have read extensively in Caesar, Cicero, Catullus, 
Horace, Vergil, and Ovid.)  

 
 B. Latin 612   Advanced Prose Style  (3 credits) – Now commonly called Latin Composition 
  
 
 (Linguistics and methods of research and criticism): 
 
 C. Latin 691b.  History of Latin Literature  (3 credits)  
  (includes works chosen to highlight the multicultural makeup of the ancient world) 
 
 D. Latin 616 Advanced Latin Grammar  (3 credits) 
 
 (Relationships with other fields of knowledge): 
 
 E. Two of the following electives  (6 credits):  
 
 Art History 500 Greek Art 
 Art History 551 Roman Art 
 Greek 591 Plato’s Apology 
 Greek 592 Homer’s Iliad   
 History 591A Ancient Greece 
 History 592A The Roman Republic 
 History 593A The Roman Empire 
  Latin 620      History of the Latin Language 
 
  [There are other courses that can be counted as electives toward the MAT degree that are not on this list.] 
 
 
II. Professional  [22 credits] 
 

(Communication, instructional practice, learning styles, evaluation, problem solving, special needs and 
individual education plans, theories of language acquisition, reading and language arts, classroom 
management, pedagogical content knowledge, and technology): 
 

 A. Latin 607 Teaching the Latin Language  (3 credits) 
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       B.  Latin 608     Teaching Latin Literature (3 credits) 
 
  C.  Classics 608 Teaching Classical Humanities (3 credits) 
 
 
 (Instructional practice and assessment): 
 
 D. At least one 1-credit seminar in Teaching Greek Civilization or Teaching Greek Myth or Teaching Roman 

Civilization or Teaching Classical Archaeology to accompany service as a teaching assistant in Greek 
civilization or Greek mythology course – all are taken as Pass/Fail. 

   Classics 691A, Seminar: Teaching Greek Civilization (1 credit) 
   Classics 691B, Seminar: Teaching Classical Archaeology (1 credit) 
   Classics 692A, Seminar: Teaching Greek Mythology  (1 credit) 
   Classics 393A, Seminar: Teaching Roman Civilization (1 credit) 
 
 E. At least three 1-credit seminars in Instructional Planning and Assessment to accompany teaching in Latin 110–

140 at the University. These courses are taken as Pass/Fail. 
  Latin 691A, 692A, 693A, 694A, Seminar: Instructional Planning and Assessment  (3 credits). 
 

F. Education 524.  The Work of the Middle and High School Teacher (must be taken during the first semester in 
the Program; includes attention to multicultural classrooms and to learning disabilities and 20 hours of Pre-
Practicum).  (3 credits) 

 
 
 ( Plans Curriculum and Instruction, Delivers effective Instruction, Communicates High Standards, Manages   
Classroom Climate and Operation, Promotes Equity, Meets Professional Responsibilities) 
 
 G. One of the following courses or its equivalent (3 credits): 
 
  Psychology or Education 305:  Educational Psychology 
  Education 693I:  Psychology in the Classroom 
 
 (Instructional practice, equity, and professional competency): 
 
 H. The following courses: 
  Education 503: Sheltered English Immersion (3 credits) 
  Online Modules on Education Law (not for credit) 
 
 
 
III.  Field Experience  [9 credits] 
 
 

A. Pre-Practicum.  Latin 698A.  Second semester.  The state requirement is for 75 hours of pre-practicum 
experience.  Most fulfill this requirement in two parts.  During the fall and spring semesters, and during the first 
January intersession students observe 60 or more hours of grades 5–12 at a variety of schools, including middle 
school, junior high, and high school and including both Latin and Classical Humanities.  The observations must 
include at least 8 hours in classes with substantial minority enrollments and at least 8 hours in classes containing 
students with learning disabilities.  Some additional hours may be completed in conjunction with Educ 524, 
Classics 608, Latin 607, Latin 608, and Classics Day).  (3 credits – Pass/Fail) 

 
B. Practicum.  Latin Education 500U.  Third or fourth semester (ca. 12 weeks).  The state requires a minimum of 

300 clock hours, of which at least 150 clock hours must involve full responsibility in the classroom. Students 
wishing experience at the middle school level do at least 50 clock hours at that site (6 credits – Pass/Fail). 
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Total credits for MAT Degree with Initial Licensure at UMass: 52 
 In keeping with University requirements for the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) degree, at least thirty-nine (39) 

credits must be taken at the graduate level. 
 
 Core courses are taken on a letter graded basis.*  The University requires that a minimum of half the required credits 

for a master’s degree must be on a letter graded basis.  Departmental permission must be secured for taking any 
courses other than those listed above on a pass/fail basis. 

 
 *The following courses are typically taken on a pass/fail basis (as also noted above): 

 Classics 691A, Seminar: Teaching Greek Civilization.  1 credit. 
 Classics 691B, Seminar: Teaching Classical Archaeology. 1 credit. 
 Classics 692A, Seminar: Teaching Greek Mythology.  1 credit. 
 Classics 693A, Seminar: Teaching Roman Civilization. 1 credit. 
 Latin 691A, 692A, 693A, and 694A, Seminar: Instructional Planning and Assessment.  1 credit each. 
 Latin 698A, Pre-Practicum.  3 credits. 
 Latin Education 500U, Practicum.  6 credits. 

 
 
 The course work and practica outlined above cover all of the requirements for the MAT degree in Latin and 

Classical Humanities with Initial Licensure. 

 
When people teach, they learn. 
 

          Seneca, Epistulae, 7.8 



 8 

Program of Study for Students Entering the Program in Odd Numbered Years 
 

Semester 1 (Fall): 
 
 1. Latin 691b 
  History of Latin Literature 
 
 2. Classics 608 
  Teaching Classical Humanities 
 
 3. Education 524 
  The Work of the Middle and 
  High School Teacher 
 
 4.   Latin 691A  (1 credit) 
  Seminar:  Instructional 
  Planning and Assessment 

Semester 2 (Spring): 
 
 1. Latin 608 
  Teaching Latin Literature 
 
 2. Latin 616 
  Advanced Latin Grammar 
  
 3. Psychology 305 
  Educational Psychology 
 
 4. Elective 
  (see Program Requirements: 
  I. Knowledge, section F.) 
 
 5. Latin 692A 
  Seminar:  Instructional  Planning and Assessment 
 
        6. Latin 698A 
               Pre-Practicum 

Semester 3 (Fall): 
 
 1. (Latin Author Course) 
 
 2. Latin 607 
  Teaching the Latin Language 
 
        3.  Education 503 
  Sheltered English Immersion 
 
       4. Either Track A or B: 
  (If you follow Track A in the Fall, you MUST  
  follow Track A in the Spring.  Likewise for B.) 
 
  A. Latin Education 500U 
   (6 credits;  300 hours minimum) 
      -or- 
  B. I. Elective 
     (see Program Requirements: 
     I. Knowledge, section F.) 
    
              II.        Latin 693A 
     Seminar: Instructional Planning and 
     Assessment 

Semester 4 (Spring): 
 
 1. (Latin Author Course) 
 
 2. Latin 612 
  Advanced Prose Style 
 
       3.  Either Track A or B: 
  (If you followed Track A in the Fall, you MUST  
  follow Track A in the Spring. Likewise for B.) 
 
  A. I. Elective 
     (see Program Requirements: 
     I. Knowledge, section F on page 4.) 
 
   II. Latin 694A 
     Seminar:  Instructional Planning  
 and Assessment 
      -or- 
  B. Latin Education 500U 
   (9 credits;  300 hours minimum) 
 
  

  
 

The following courses must also be completed: 
  
One semester of your first year, and one semester of your 
second year, you will also work as a TA (for 1 credit) for one 
of the large lecture classes, such as: 
 
1.  Seminar: Greek Civilization 
                                     -or- 
2.  Seminar: Classical Archaeology 
 

                                   
                                    -or- 
        3.  Seminar: Greek Mythology 
                                   -or- 
         4. Seminar: Roman Civilization 
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Program of Study for Students Entering the Program in Even Numbered Years 

 
Semester 1 (Fall): 
 
 1. Latin Author Course 
 
 2. Latin 607 
  Teaching the Latin Language 
 
 3. Education 524 
  The Work of the Middle and 
  High School Teacher 
 
 4. Latin 691A  (1 credit) 
  Seminar:  Instructional 
  Planning and Assessment 

Semester 2 (Spring): 
 
 1. Latin Author Course 
 
 2. Latin 612 
  Advanced Prose Style 
 
 3. Psychology 305 
  Educational Psychology 
 
 4. Elective 
  (see Program Requirements: 
  I. Knowledge, section F.) 
 
 5. Latin 692A 
  Seminar:  Instructional Planning and Assessment 
 
          6. Latin 698A 
                Pre-Practicum 
 

Semester 3 (Fall): 
 
 1. Latin 691b 
  History of Latin Literature 
 
 2. Classics 608 
  Teaching Classical Humanities 
     
       3. Education 503 
  Sheltered English Immersion 
 
 4. Either Track A or B: 
  (If you follow Track A in the Fall, you MUST  
  follow Track A in the Spring.  Likewise for B.) 
 
  A. Latin Education 500U 
   (6 credits; 300 hours minimum) 
      -or- 
  B. I. Elective 
     (see Program Requirements: 
     I. Knowledge, section F.) 
  .  
   II. Latin 693A 
     Seminar: Instructional Planning and 
     Assessment 

Semester 4 (Spring): 
 
 1. Latin 608 
  Teaching Latin Literature 
 
 2. Latin 616 
  Advanced Latin Grammar 
 
 3.  Either Track A or B: 
  (If you followed Track A in the Fall, you MUST  
  follow Track A in the Spring. Likewise for B.) 
 
  A. I. Elective 
     (see Program Requirements: 
     I. Knowledge, section F on page 4.) 
    
   II Latin 694A 
     Seminar:  Instructional Planning   
                                    and Assessment 
      -or- 
  B. Latin Education 500U 
   (6 credits; 300 hours minimum) 
 
  
 

 
The following courses must also be completed: 

  
One semester of your first year, and one semester of your 
second year, you will also work as a TA (for 1 credit) for one 
of the large lecture classes, such as: 
 
1.  Seminar: Greek Civilization 
                                     -or- 
2.  Seminar: Classical Archaeology 
 

 
                                    -or- 
        3.  Seminar: Greek Mythology 
                                   -or- 
         4. Seminar: Roman Civilization 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
 

Teaching Responsibilities 
 
All students admitted into the MAT Program in Latin and Classical Humanities receive financial aid. As teaching 
assistants they teach sections of the undergraduate elementary and intermediate Latin courses each semester, and they 
assist with correction of papers and examinations in undergraduate, large-lecture courses one semester each year.  No on-
campus teaching or grading is required when the student is doing her or his Practicum. 
 
When teaching the elementary and intermediate Latin courses, the teaching assistants meet weekly with professors in the 
Department, and the teaching assistants receive guidance on lesson planning, teaching, and writing of exercises, quizzes, 
and examinations, and they earn a total of three credits in instructional planning and assessment.  When teaching the 
elementary and intermediate Latin courses, the teaching assistants are observed three times in the course of the semester 
by faculty in the Program and have opportunities to discuss the progress of their teaching.  The department maintains a 
complete set of previous tests, handouts, quizzes, and worksheets for new MAT students’ use and consultation. 
 
When assisting as graders for large lecture courses (such as Classics 100 - Greek Civilization, Classics 102 - Roman 
Civilization, Classics 200 - Golden Age of Greece, Classics 224 - Greek Mythology, or in Classics 103 - Introduction to 
Classical Archaeology) Teaching assistants earn one credit. 
 
 

Portfolios 
 
Students in the Program maintain professional teaching portfolios containing lesson plans of all classes they teach, 
copies of evaluation forms, papers they write for classes, reflections on pedagogical seminars in which they participate 
and professional meetings that they attend, and other evidence of their pedagogical skills and their professional growth 
and development. 
 
 

Teaching Assistant Offices 
 
All candidates admitted to the Program share TA offices in the Department of Classical Studies on the fifth floor of 
Herter Hall and in Hampshire House.  First and second year students share offices to stimulate peer mentoring and the 
sharing of ideas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A person teaching and a person learning should have the same end in view: the 
improvement of the latter. 

Attalus the philosopher.  
Seneca's Epistulae Morales 108 
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MAT Library 
and 

Milton C. Davis Memorial Room 
 
The Department maintains an MAT Library for use by its graduate students for study and research.  It contains extensive 
collections of current and historical Latin and Greek textbooks and books concerning Greek and Roman culture and 
civilization.  This library also contains numerous periodicals, journals, and newsletters of classical and pedagogical 
associations, along with files of pedagogical materials.  It also houses a set of materials for Latin teachers that are 
produced and distributed by the Teaching Materials and Resource Center of the American Classical League. The 
Department also owns an extensive collection of maps and videos devoted to Greek and Roman civilization. 
 
The Milton C. Davis Room in the University Library contains the standard editions of Greek and Latin texts, 
commentaries, and general reference works on classical antiquity.  The University’s own collection of books on classics 
is supplemented by collections at the neighboring colleges. 
 
 

Computing Facilities 
 
The department provides a printer in the Teaching Assistant offices, and a copier for your use is available in the 
department office. Students will need a laptop. 
 
 

Graduation 
 
Students who have completed the requirements for the MAT degree in Latin and Classical Humanities and who have 
passed the MTEL tests may apply for permission to graduate by filling out a Degree Application Form (Master’s) and 
submitting this form, with the accompanying commencement-fee, to the Graduate Records Office, Room 519, in the 
Goodell Building.  A copy of the application form may be obtained from the Graduate Records Office.  The Graduate 
School awards degrees only in the months of May, September, and February.  The graduation ceremony, however, is 
conducted only in May. 
 
 

Certification 
 
Application for certification by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is made through the School of Education to the 
Bureau of Teacher Certification. Application forms may be obtained from the Office of Certification, School of 
Education, Furcolo Hall, Room 130  If a student also desires certification in a state besides those that are signatory to the 
Interstate Certification Compact (I.C.C.), he or she may supplement the program of studies to meet the requirements of 
that particular state.  Descriptions of out-of-state requirements are kept in the Office of Certification (above). 
 
 

Placement Services for Secondary School Positions 
 
The Department of Classical Studies maintains contact with the Latin placement services of the American Classical 
League, and numerous state classical associations.   
 
The University of Massachusetts at Amherst maintains a placement service (the Campus Career Network) for all of its 
graduating students.  The Career Center aids students in writing resumes and in preparing for interviews, and it sends to 
prospective employers dossiers (containing transcripts and letters of recommendation) assembled by students seeking 
jobs.  Students in the MAT Program in Latin and Classical Humanities are urged to take full advantage of the services of 
the Campus Career Network.  The Graduate School requires that every MAT candidate pay a Placement Fee before 
graduation. 
 
 
 
 

 



 12 

Professional Organizations 
 
It is important that our MAT students become active in all aspects of the profession.  The Department of Classical 
Studies is a contributing member of the American Academy in Rome, the American School of Classical Studies in 
Athens, and the Intercollegiate Center for Classical Studies in Rome.  Our students routinely attend these institutions. 
Various members of the Department are active in the following national, regional, and state professional organizations: 
  
 American Classical League 
 Archaeological Institute of America 
 American Council for Teachers of Foreign Languages  
 The Classical Association (UK) 
 Classical Association of Massachusetts 
 Classical Association of the Middle West and South 
 Classical Association of New England 
 Eta Sigma Phi (Classics Honor Society) 
 Massachusetts Foreign Language Association 
 Pioneer Valley Classical Association 
 Society for Classical Studies (formerly APA) 
 Vergilian Society of America 
 
Professor Keitel is a past Vice-President for Education of the American Philological Association and a past President of 
Classical Association of New England (CANE). Professor Keitel has also been a member of the Test Development 
Committee for the Latin Advanced Placement Exam, and has served on the Latin Praxis Committee. Professor Ramsby 
was recently a member of the committee aligning the standards of Latin teaching in pre-collegiate institutions to the 
national foreign language standards governed by ACL and ACTFL. Professors Felton, Philippides, Ramsby, Tuck and 
Wallace have won major teaching awards. Professors Closs and Ramsby have experience teaching at the high school 
level. All members of the Classics faculty participate in observations and mentoring of our graduate students in the MAT 
program. 
 
The Classical Association of New England (CANE) holds an annual meeting that all MAT students attend at the expense 
of the department.  Students also attend the annual meeting of the Massachusetts Foreign Language Association. 
Sometimes our graduate students present workshops at these meetings as well. The Pioneer Valley Classics Association 
sponsors an annual Classics Day that brings together about 300 Latin students and their teachers from western 
Massachusetts schools.  Our MAT students regularly hold workshops of hands on activities for these students.  
 

Location 
 
The University of Massachusetts is located in historic Amherst in the western part of the state, several miles north and 
east of Interstates 90 (Mass Pike) and 91.  It is situated in the scenic Connecticut River Valley, a commuting region with 
approximately half a million residents.  Twenty miles to the north are the states of Vermont and New Hampshire; the 
Berkshire Mountains with the Tanglewood Music Festival, skiing, and quintessential New England towns are thirty 
minutes to the west.  Boston lies two hours to the east; New York City four hours to the south.  The University is part of 
the Five College consortium (Amherst, Mount Holyoke, Hampshire, and Smith Colleges, and the University), and 
together they enjoy extraordinary cultural and academic opportunities and facilities, including 4,500,000 holdings in 
their libraries, a rich tradition in museums and the arts, an abundant range of musical experiences from rock to classical, 
and four-season sporting events and activities.  The Valley is served by the Peter Pan Bus Company, with hourly express 
busses to and from Boston, New York, Hartford, and Albany; and by Bradley International Airport (situated between 
Hartford, Connecticut, and Springfield, Massachusetts) with direct daily flights to all major and many regional cities 
across the country. 

University Facilities 
 
The University maintains an excellent library, extensive recreational facilities, a fine health service, and is located on an 
attractive campus that combines high-rise buildings and a spacious rural setting.  Student life centers around the Lincoln 
Campus Center, Student Union, Fine Arts Center, and Mullins Arena.  All graduate students participate in a dues-paying 
collective bargaining unit called GEO (Graduate Employee Organization).  Off-campus graduate housing is readily 
available, and there is on-campus housing for graduate students with families.  In regard to housing, for dormitory space 
contact the Housing Assignment Office, Whitmore Building (413-545-2100) or the Off-Campus Housing Office, Student 
Union (413-545-0865). 



 13 

Employment 
 

•  The national shortage of Latin teachers continues and the market is therefore very favorable. 

• Our placement rate is commonly 100% for each graduating class. 
 

• Many graduates are offered several jobs  
 

• Our graduates teach at a wide variety of schools – public, private, denominational, urban, rural, and more. 
 

• The department faculty helps direct the New England Latin Placement Service and is routinely contacted by 
schools seeking to fill positions. 

 
 
The University of Massachusetts is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  It encourages all prospective students to apply 
regardless of race, creed, national origin, gender, or sexual orientation.  
 

 
Title IX 

Title IX is a U.S. law that prohibits discrimination in education on the basis of gender (including discrimination based on 
gender identity and expression). A particular focus of Title IX is the prevention of sexual misconduct on college 
campuses. “Sexual misconduct” includes sexual assault, sexual harassment, domestic or dating violence, and stalking. 
 
To create a caring and compassionate University culture, it is important for all of us to understand the resources that are 
available and our Title IX reporting responsibilities. Sexual misconduct harms its victims and the entire campus 
community; it is in the interest of all of us to prevent such offenses. 
 
As a student, you or a peer may be a potential target of Title IX-related violations. If you are also a graduate student 
employee, you have Title IX reporting obligations as well. Under federal law, graduate student employees who are made 
aware of a possible incident of sexual harassment, sexual assault, or any other kind of sexual misconduct are required to 
report it.  
 
If you or someone you know needs to report a possible Title IX offense, please follow these procedures:  

• If the accused is a student, the report should be made to Patricia Cardoso, Deputy Title IX Coordinator, Dean of 
Students Office (DOSO): 227 Whitmore Administration Building, telephone (413)545-2684 or email at 
pcardoso@stuaf.umass.edu.  

• If the accused is an employee, the report should be made to Kelly Burgess, Deputy Title IX Coordinator, Office 
of Equal Opportunity and Diversity (EOD): 243 Lederle GRC Lowrise, telephone (413) 545-3464 or email at 
kellyb@admin.umass.edu. 

Graduate student employees are not confidential reporters and cannot guarantee confidentiality to anyone reporting a 
Title IX issue. If a student or employee asks to discuss such a matter in confidence, graduate student employees must 
state that they may not be able to maintain confidentiality. If you are approached regarding a possible Title IX violation, 
you might respond in this manner: “While I’m not a confidential source, I respect your privacy rights and will work with 
the campus Title IX coordinator and other resource areas to provide support.” 
 
If the individual reporting the incident to you chooses not to continue the conversation, you should encourage them to 
contact the Dean of Students Office, the Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity, the UMass Police Department 
(UMPD), the Center for Women and Community (CWC), or the Center for Counseling and Psychological Health 
(CCPH). UMPD, CWC, and CCPH are permitted to maintain confidentiality. 
 
Failing to report a possible Title IX offense deprives the campus community of valuable information and will not help 
victims/survivors to get the resources they need. 
 
You can find extensive additional information about Title IX and the University’s resources and policies by navigating to 
the UMass Title IX webpage, http://www.umass.edu/titleix.  
 


