
May 20, 2020 
 
History of Art & Architecture 
W301 South College 
150 Hicks Way 
Amherst, Massachusetts 01003 
 
Dear Donor, 
 
I am writing this letter to formally thank you and the Department of History of Art & 
Architecture at the University of Massachusetts Amherst for a Spirit Award Scholarship in the 
amount of $200.00. Given the emotionally and financially challenging circumstances we are 
currently living under, this award was a great honor and relief that could not have come at a 
better or more unexpected time.  

 
I cannot speak highly enough about my experience at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
thanks to the robust program I completed and supportive professors I learned from. As a 
MassTransfer applicant, first generation college student, and a commuter to campus, I never felt 
excluded or disadvantaged within my program or the greater college community. It did not 
matter that I had completed my gen-eds elsewhere, or that some of my peers had known each 
other since Freshman year. I was invited to work on exhibitions, join (and later preside over!) the 
Art History Society, and make life-long friends and professional contacts, regardless. These 
factors have played major roles in my development as an Art Historian and proud recipient of 
this award. 

 
Since completing my studies at the University of Massachusetts Amherst in December and 
formally graduating earlier this month, I have worked full-time as the Archivist & Historian of a 
non-profit organization with a rich agricultural and industrial history, Eastern States Exposition. 
This experience has provided me with ample real-world museum, collections, and archives 
experience, and allowed me the opportunity to dabble in programming and museum education, 
as well. Although I am currently working from home, like many individuals, I am completing 
new fall program outlines and long-neglected research projects. When my contract with ESE 
ends in 2022, I plan to apply for graduate school to further my education in art history and 
museum studies, or work abroad in Japan teaching English. With these plans in mind, your 
encouragement and financial assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you again for your time, consideration, and gracious award. As an undergraduate 
student at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, I often noted the academic, moral, and 
financial support that I have received, and continue to receive now. I am continuously grateful 
for the opportunities provided to both students and alumni by the History of Art & Architecture 



Department, and am extremely satisfied with my decision to complete my Bachelor of Arts at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. I am excited for post-graduate life, and to share future 
successes and experiences with the students, faculty, alumni, and other individuals who 
supported me during my time as a Minuteman. Thank you again! 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Natalie A. Richards 
 
Natalie A. Richards, Class of 2020 


