
To the Department of History of Art and Architecture,  
 

I am so grateful to receive the senior award for Writing, Research, and Academic Excellence. 
After taking AP Art History in high school, I knew I loved the subject but didn’t feel confident 
enough in my abilities to take it on as a major in college. I entered UMass as a reluctant Studio Art 
major unsure of where I was headed within my undergraduate career. However, after enrolling in Art 
History 115, I became convinced that no matter how daunting the work ahead seemed, I was 
prepared to give it my most rigorous effort. In addition to the many wonderful Art History courses 
I’ve taken, I have also had the opportunity to co-curate the Greenbaum Gallery, work at an 
archaeology dig in Tuscany, begin to learn Latin and extend my proficiency of French, and visit 
various museums in the New England area and New York City for research. With the support of the 
incredible advising available to me, I have also been able to complete a double minor in Classics and 
Studio Art as well as receive a certificate in Medieval Studies.  
 

I can undoubtedly attribute my passion and excitement for the art historical field to the 
incredible faculty and staff within the Art History department. From captivating lectures to 
one-on-one meetings, every single professor I have had the opportunity to get to know has been 
endlessly dedicated to the success of their students. While I am thrilled to have been a part of the 
greater UMass community, I don’t believe any other department would have been as welcoming, 
encouraging, and kind as the History of Art and Architecture, and for that I am truly grateful.  
 

As I enter the one-year gap between undergraduate and graduate school, I find myself, for the 
first time since pre-school, not enrolled in some sort of academic program. While this period leaves 
me feeling a bit uncertain, I intend on using my time as efficiently as possible to prepare for the next 
stage of my education. For the next few months, I will be studying for the GRE’s, expanding my 
proficiency in Latin and French, continuing research in the art historical field, and above all else 
applying to graduate school. Especially within the unsettling times of the pandemic as jobs become 
harder to come by, this financial reward provides support that will undoubtedly help to alleviate the 
costs associated with graduate school applications.  
 

Every professor I have been lucky enough to get to know has inspired me to pursue further 
education in art history in order to one day work in this field. I already miss walking into South 
College every day and seeing familiar faces within the department, and the more I reflect on my 
experience over the past few years, the more I come to realize that my time at UMass may not be 
done. I certainly will be applying to the UMass graduate program for the fall of 2021 with hopes of 
taking the next steps towards my ultimate goal of becoming a professor myself. Please stay safe and 
healthy, and have an enjoyable summer. Again, I wholeheartedly thank you for your generous award.  
 
Sincerely,  
Julia Bender 
 


