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In recent years, artificial intelligence has often been presented as the future of design. What does 

this perspective imply? In order to address this question, the lecture will begin by questioning the 

enduring fascination exerted by automation in the design field. In many respects, the rise of 

artificial intelligence represents the latest episode in a long history marked by various attempts to 

automate not only fabrication but also the design process itself. To what extent is artificial 

intelligence bringing something dramatically new? From this perspective, its mobilization can be 

interpreted as a return of those mythical forces that have shaped the discourses and practices 

related to the automation of architectural production in the past. 

Beyond this mythical dimension, the problem remains of what the role of humans will be 

if artificial intelligence plays an ever greater role in the future of design. Different answers to this 

interrogation are of course possible. Two are explored in the lecture. The first one revolves 

around the notion of conversation. Since its dawn in the Renaissance, architecture has defined 

itself as a conversation as much as a discipline. Under what conditions can the conversation 

between architects, clients, craftspeople, and workers be extended to include intelligent 

machines? This involves complex questions of semantics and interface. Now, another answer 

regarding the future role of humans in the design process arises from the embodied character of 

their intelligence. This embodied character is what enables them to truly inhabit, one of the 

fundamental dimensions at play in architecture. Managing the inhabitable character of 

architecture could very well remain a prerogative of humans. 

Finally, the lecture will discuss how the poetic dimension at play in design will evolve, 

should the resort to artificial intelligence become general. A poetics of digital glitches has 

already emerged before our eyes in a manner strangely reminiscent of John Ruskin’s praise of 

imperfection. There again, multiple paths are unfolding in front of us. What they ultimately 

suggest is that the central interrogation regarding artificial intelligence in design revolves around 

what it means to be human in an age of accelerated technological evolution. 


