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GETTING THE WORD OUT ABOUT ANTHROPOLOGY 
Anthro Club undergraduate students Hailey Dote, Ellen McIntyre, Kaylee Malkowski, Sophie 
Copley, and Thomas Wang took it outside on a beau�ful day during majors week this academic 
year.  Se�ng up in front of Machmer Hall facing the newly renovated Student Union building, 
their goal was to get the word out about our major and the great experiences it provides our 
students.   
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ON THE COVER 
Associate Professor Ventura Pérez, Lecturer Sarah Reedy, and alum 

Dr. Stacey Matarazzo worked with a group of high school students 
enrolled in Sarah and Stacey's Pre-College Forensic Anthropology and 
Bioarcheology course to prepare a rare 17-foot juvenile sperm whale 

carcass for decomposi�on.  The whale was found deceased on 
Duxbury Beach and obtained by UMass' Natural History Collec�ons 

for the purpose of decomposing, so the skeleton could be useful for 
research and teaching.  Once fully skeletonized, the bones were 

pieced together and the skeleton was displayed in Morrill.  It is now a 
part of the Natural History Collec�ons here at UMass Amherst and 

has created a �ghtened connec�on between our departments. 



 LETTER FROM THE CHAIR  
 
Greetings to all our alumni, 
friends and former colleagues 
and welcome to the eighth 
edition of Being Human, the 
Department of 
Anthropology’s Annual 

Newsletter!  

At the end of this, my third and 
final year as Chair, I’m happy to 

report on another productive year!  I’ve 
seen so much change since stepping onto this role during 
the pandemic.  I’m happy to report that Machmer Hall is a 
much more vibrant and social space than it was 3 ½ years 
ago, once again, a hub of dynamic pedagogical, research and 
engagement activities.  

Indeed, some major and exciting projects came to fruition 
this past year.  Of note, Provost Professor Sonya Atalay’s 
collaborative proposal for a new Center for Braiding 
Indigenous Knowledges and Science (CBIKs) was funded by 
the National Science Foundation last summer, causing great 
excitement on campus (page 19).  Since then, Sonya and her 
team have been working intensely to get the project, UMass’ 
first ever NSF Science and Technology Center up and 
running.   

Another significant victory was the inauguration of the long-
planned and anticipated Intercampus Donor Skeletonization 
Project, in collaboration with the UMass Chan Medical 
School (page 20).  Under Associate Professor Ventura Perez’ 
careful stewardship, it launched last year with presentations 
on both campuses.  This important project will enable the 
phasing out of ethically grey skeletal teaching materials and 
their replacement with fully consented ethical donated 
individuals, making UMass the gold standard for research 
universities and colleges around the world.   

The University Alliance for Community Transformation 
(UACT) and the Building Solidarity Economies programs 
continue to serve as vital hubs for community-based, social 
justice orientated projects, and have extended the scope of 
their work with our undergrad and graduate students.  This 
distinctive element of UMass department culture so warmly 
remembered by alumna Sue Hyatt does indeed live on! – 
see page 7.  

We’ve continued to advance another internal priority 
project, building up supports for our students.  This summer, 
we launch a pilot Summer Writing Award, to enable doctoral 
students to complete program milestone-related writing 
projects, complementing our existing pre-diss fieldwork and 
dissertation writing awards.  

Our faculty continue to shine.  Professor Whitney Battle-
Baptiste took the helm of the AAA at the November 
meetings in Toronto, formally assuming the role from 
outgoing President Ramona Perez.  We raised a glass to her 
at our alumni reception, a lovely gathering of faculty, 
students as well as recent and not-so-recent alums (page 
11).  Other faculty highlights include Assistant Professor Nick 
Caverly’s Hunt Postdoctoral Fellowship Grant from the 
Wenner-Gren Foundation; Professor Betsy Krause’s 2024-
2025 Samuel F. Conti Fellowship; Senior Lecturer and UACT 
Director Jen Sandler’s 2023 Manning Prize for Excellence in 
Teaching, honoring her dedication to teaching and her 
transformational community-engaged social and racial 
justice pedagogy. 

Our graduate students continue to do us proud, with their 
research, outreach and community-engaged contributions, 
as well as the awards and new positions they have secured.  
Read more about the latest publications, presentations, and 
public-facing events on page 9. 

This year we welcomed several visiting faculty colleagues.  
Linda Ziegenbein (UMass PhD 2013), Director for the 
Strategic Advancement of Equity and Campus Climate at the 
campus Office of Equity and Inclusion joined us in the fall, 
with Pam Stone (UMass PhD 2000) and Pilar Egüez Guevara 
offering courses for us in the spring.  We hosted lively 
colloquia and speaker series.  In connection with our efforts 
to support CBIKS, the department organized a seminar series 
on the topic of community-engaged research last fall.  Dr. 
Anna Antoniou, director of the University of Denver’s Center 
for Community Engagement to Advance Scholarship and 
Learning came to campus to present on her cutting edge 
engaged scholarship related to areas of climate change, 
cultural heritage and food security and food systems.  I am 
delighted to share that she will be joining us in the Fall as an 
Assistant Professor.   

Finally, I’m happy to welcome Professor Brigitte Holt, who 
will take over as Department Chair in the fall.  In closing, let 
me say that it has been an honor to serve in this role.  
There’s so much that’s special about this department!  I have 
been touched by the kind ways our alumni and emeriti 
remember the department and its legacies, as well as by the 
generosity they extend, enabling us to maintain and build 
our programming.  This edition includes contributions from 
Sue Hyatt and Ann Kingsolver, who reached out to share 
updates and remember dear friends Paul Mullins and Annie 
Magennis, and honor their legacies. 

Thank you for your generous gifts and ongoing support for 
our programs.  Please read about the awards you have made 
possible on page 25. 

Julie Hemment 
Chair, Department of Anthropology  
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WARM WELCOMES  

 
 
This year, we welcomed familiar faces and new colleagues.   
 
 
Last fall, PhD alumna (2013) Linda Ziegenbein rejoined us to teach Anthro 
205, Power and Inequality in the US.  She currently works on campus in 
the Office of Equity and Inclusion as the Director for the Strategic 
Advancement of Equity and Campus Climate.  Linda’s ongoing work 
creating spaces for marginalized and other minority undergraduate 
students on campus is aimed at “making an institution that is deserving of 
our students.”  We were appreciative she could fit our course into her 
schedule. 
 
 
This spring, PhD alumna (2000) and Adjunct Associcate Professor Pam 
Stone returned to teach Anthro 102, Intro to Archaeology.  Her research 
foci are in the realms of Bioarchaeology, Paleopathology, Public Health, 
Forensic Science and Cultural History.  Pam recently co-authored a 
chapter with grad student Adam Zimmer titled, “Issues of gender, 
identity, and agency in paleopathology” in The Handbook of 
Paleoanthropology.  We were happy to have her back with us. 
 
 
Pilar Egüez Guevara PhD, joined us this spring as a Visiting Lecturer to 
teach Anthro 104, Culture, Society and People.  Pilar is an Ecuadorian 
cultural anthropologist, writer and award-winning filmmaker.  Over the 
past 20 years she has lived, worked and carried out research and 
community-based projects in and about Ecuador, Argentina, Brazil, Cuba 
and Japan.  She also cofounded a project aimed at documenting and 
learning from the healing and food traditions of Ecuador and Latin 
America, www.comidasquecuran.org.  We were delighted to have her 
teach for us. 
 
 
Chris Couch returned to us once again this spring to teach Anthro 494, 
Comics and Communicating Anthropology this spring.  Chris is a Senior 
Lecturer in Comparative Literature in the College of Humanities & Fine 
Arts here at UMass Amherst.  He is the author of numerous books and 
articles on Latin American art and on graphic novels and comic art, and he 
has curated exhibitions at the W.E.B. Du Bois Library American Museum 
of Natural History, the Americas Society, the Oklahoma Air and Space 
Museum and the Smith College Museum of Art.  We were glad he could 
fit our course into his schedule. 

Linda Ziegenbein 

Pam Stone 

Pilar Egüez Guevara  
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A FOND FAREWELL 
 
This year, we will bid a fond farewell to Professor Thomas Leatherman as he begins his retirement.  Tom has 
assumed many roles in the department – graduate student, faculty member, as well as Department Chair, and 
served as a trusted advisor to the chairs succeeding him.   

 
 
Julie:  “Tom, what year did you arrive in the dept and what was it like then? Any top memories 
you’d like to share?” 
Tom:  I came in 1979 as a grad student. I encountered some of the original founders of the 
department, as well as those who’d been recently hired. Martin Wobst, Brooke Thomas, 
George Armelagos, Alan Swedlund, Sylvia Forman, Denny Salzman, John Cole, Dina Dincauze, 
and Don Prouxl were here, and [department founder] Dick Woodbury, and Natalie Woodbury 
were still around. Art Keene was hired the same year I arrived, Bob Paynter a year or so after.  
It was a lively scene, with a lot of socializing amongst and between faculty and grad students. I 
remember one memorable party thrown by Brooke – a “swamp soccer” event – when 
everyone got really muddy. The rule at Brooke’s parties was we couldn’t talk about Anthro!  
One thing I recall is that I learned so much from the older students.  I also had a great cohort 
that included Michael Blakey, Deb Martin, Anne Magennis, Alan Goodman, as well as Dean 

Saitta and Dave Lacy in archeology.  It was a great time to be in the department - this was a time 
when Marxism was growing and spreading in anthropology (John Cole had worked with Marxist anthropologist Eric Wolf). 

Our arch grads were called “UMarx” students at meetings!  We were all encouraged to play with new ideas, to take courses in 
other subfields and disciplines - that’s what made it such a great place to be. 
  
Julie:  “You returned in 2010, and ended up chairing the 
department. Tell us about that.“ 
Tom:  Yes, I returned to UMass after 23 years at U South Carolina. I 
came as a trailing spouse after Marj [Aelion] was offered the 
position of Dean of Public Health. I consulted with George 
Armelagos before deciding to return - his advice was to say, 
“repotting is always good! – for plants as for academics!” And it 
was. It was an easy transition – I had been writing and doing 
research with Brooke Thomas and Alan Goodman.  I was invited to 
offer classes I was excited to teach, in medical and nutritional 
anthropology and the biology of poverty. 
 
Julie:  So, the repotting experience was good. But it wasn’t the same soil exactly - what was new and fresh?  
Tom:  Right, there were new, fresh faculty here- it was great to have new colleagues, new perspectives.  I had great grad 
students, too, that was a real gift. My first PhD students were Kasey Jernigan, Julietta Chaparro, Vanessa Giraldo – I learned tons 
from them, and they’re now all doing great.  
  
Julie:  What are your plans now and what are you looking forward to doing next? 
Tom:  Spending time with our new grandson, who’s really cute!  I have an ongoing project in Mexico I’m still working on. There’s 
a book I’ve been threatening to write for years on Andean research in collaboration with other scholars. And, I co-organized a 
Wenner-Gren project on biocultural anthropology for the 21st century - an intergenerational, interdisciplinary conversation that 
brings together scholars to discuss new seams of research and praxis in biocultural and biosocial anthropology and their 
potential for addressing contemporary social justice issues we confront globally. That’s happening in Fall 2025, with a preview 
session planned for the 2024 AAAs. 
 
Thanks, Tom - and, be assured, this is not a last word!  We’ll be announcing a retirement party to celebrate you in the fall.  

Martin Wobst and Tom Leatherman 

Left to right: Lisa Markowitz, Rebecca Huss 
Ashmore, Tom Leatherman and Ann Magennis 
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CONNECTING TO OUR ALUMNI 
 
 
Congratulations to Deborah Keisch (PhD, 2014) who received the 2023 
Distinguished Community Engagement Award for Teaching. The award 
recognizes “community-engaged teaching with demonstrated 
engagement and impact in the community and benefits to learners at 
UMass Amherst.”  She is currently senior lecturer and director of the 
Community Scholars Program (CSP) of Civic Engagement & Service-
Learning.  She has worked in the field of education for over two 
decades as a practitioner, researcher and activist and supports 
research and teaching practices dedicated to the work of social 
change. 

 
Michael Blakey (PhD, 1985) was interviewed by the Washington Post’s 
Live “Race in America, The Collection” this past August.  In the 
interview, he talks about his work as part of the Smithsonian’s new 
human remains task force.  The core of the interview is focused on the 
Smithsonian’s “racial brain collection.”  Michael has written extensively 
on the ethical issues around collections like this and how they reveal 
the control of western science by and for the perpetuation of white 
supremacy. He is also currently serving as the co-chair of the 
Commission for the Ethical Treatment of Human Remains of the 
American Anthropological Association.  He continues to be a force for 
positive change.  Watch the interview online at: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_perma 
link&v=1665646773943332 

 
Evan Taylor (PhD 2022) and Elena Sesma (PhD 2019) are pictured at 
right with current grad student Adam Zimmer at this year’s AAAs.  It 
was terrific to catch up with Evan and Elena in Toronto and hear more 
about their work at the University of Kentucky.  Elena, as profiled a 
couple of years ago, is an Assistant Professor in the Anthropology 
Department.  Evan, who holds a postdoc in the department, has most 
recently been engaged in collections related work.  In line with his 
interest in decolonizing heritage, he stepped into the role of NAGPRA 
Archival Researcher at the university’s William S. Webb Museum 
where he’s been researching and summarizing the vast documentary 
record of the museum’s collections 

 
Peteneinuo Rulu (PhD 2023), Professor Lynnette Leidy Sievert, and 
Professor Jason Kamilar co-authored a paper in the American Journal 
of Biological Anthropology entitled, "Chronic stress, social support, 
and symptoms at midlife. Is there a buffering effect?"  This work 
originated from Pete's research in Nagaland, India for her 2023 
dissertation which was advised by Lynnette. 

Deborah Keisch 

Michael Blakey 

L to R: Adam Zimmer, Evan  
    Taylor and Elena Sesma 
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ALUMNA REFLECTION ON THE EUROPEAN PROGRAM 
 
This piece is contributed by alum Sue Hyatt (PhD 1996), who just retired from Indiana University Indianapolis after 
a distinguished 27-year career.  Here, she reflects on her participation in the UMass European Program, her 
community-engaged/activist research and the directions it propelled her in, together with fellow-alum and close 
comrade Paul Mullins (PhD 1996). 
 
 
Learning about Social Movements on the UMass European Program  
 

This past March, I found myself surrounded by several hundred women, all of us parading down the streets of Durham, 
England, in a gray misty downpour, while loudly singing:  “We are women, we are strong, We are fighting for our lives 
Side by side with our men Who work the nation’s mines, United by the struggle, United by the past, And it’s – Here we go! 
Here we go! For the women of the working class.” 
 

That song dates back to one of the defining 
industrial actions of the 20th century in Great 
Britain: the 1984-85 miners’ strike. During that 
searing year, mining communities protested the 
Conservative Thatcher government’s plans to 
close down the coal industry, aimed at breaking 
the oppositional power of the Trades Unions. The 
Miners’ Union declared the strike on March 3, 
1984. After a heroic year-long struggle, the miners 
returned to work in March 1985. 
 

Many observers suggested that the strike never 
would have lasted a full year had it not been for 
the actions of the women in those communities. 
Local women, many of them wives of miners, 
created the organization Women Against Pit 
Closures (WAPC), which supported the strikers in a 
variety of ways, from operating local food 
kitchens, to fundraising, both around the UK and 
abroad, to public speaking on behalf of the cause 
at meetings and rallies, to joining the men on the 
picket lines, which were often sites of violent 
actions by the police. 
 

In spring 1991, I lived in a mining village, 
Featherstone, W. Yorkshire, for one month as part of my participation in the UMass European program. I interviewed 12 
women in surrounding communities about the impact of the strike on their lives. I had not intended to study the miners’ 
strike when I arrived in England; however, when someone invited me to live there so that I could interview women who 
had been involved in them, I could not resist. 
 

While my dissertation focused on Thatcher-era working-class women’s grassroots activism more broadly, I never forgot 
the stories of the women I had met from the mining communities. When I heard that WAPC was planning a 40th 
anniversary event in Durham in 2024, I was determined to attend. 
 

Some people might think it odd to have a 40th anniversary event commemorating a movement that, on the face of it, had 
ostensibly failed to meet its most explicit goals: most of the pits did close, leaving communities in financial ruin. But, as I 
learned in 1991, the power of a social movement is that it can be utterly transformative, and sometimes the unexpected 
outcomes are more powerful than anyone could have anticipated. When I interviewed women in the mining communities 
six years after the strike, they could not stop talking about how their participation in that defining historical moment had 
changed them. Many returned to school and earned or were working toward degrees or other qualifications; some had 
found paid work in areas like community development; others even ran for local office or became involved in other 

Women Against Pit Closures March, Durham, 2024 
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campaigns for social justice.  And, as I saw this past March, the ties among the women across mining communities have 
endured over four decades; there were women from across Great Britain, including Welsh-speakers from Wales, as well as 
from the United States, Germany, France, and other European countries. Hundreds of supporters lined the streets of 
Durham and applauded as we paraded by. 
 

I would not have wanted to miss this event and, because I retired in December 2023 after 27 years of teaching, I had the 
time to travel. I had entered the UMass program in Fall 1989 as a somewhat older student; I had completed an MA in 
1981 at the University of Michigan, and from 1981-89, I worked as a community organizer in Chicago. It was my 
experiences in the neighborhoods of Southwest Chicago that first inspired me to investigate ethnographically the 
profound impact that involvement in local-level campaigns has on its participants. 

 

In 2005, I left my first academic job to join another UMie from 
my cohort, Paul Mullins, a historical archaeologist, in the 
anthropology department at Indiana University Indianapolis 
(IUI). Paul had been at IUI since 1999 working on several 
community-based archaeology projects, including a major 
endeavor to reveal the impact of the construction and 
expansion of our campus on the displacement of an African 
American community that had once occupied the space where 
our academic buildings now stand. With our shared interest in 
community collaborations, Paul and I created an umbrella for 
all our projects, which we called “Invisible Indianapolis: Race, 
Heritage and Community Memory in the Circle City.” During 
academic year 2016-17, we were the joint inaugural recipients 
of a new faculty award, The Charles Bantz Community 
Fellowship, in support of our work on Invisible Indianapolis. We 
organized a year-long series of public workshops, presentations 

and neighborhood tours and Paul began an extraordinary blog in which he recorded his research into Indianapolis’ hidden 
histories. Tragically, in March 2022, Paul was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor, and he passed away a year later. 
He is sorely missed by many, both here and elsewhere. 
 

I have always felt that Paul and I brought with us to our department in Indianapolis the commitments that have also long 
been a part of culture of UMass Anthropology, including community-based and collaborative fieldwork that involves the 
participation of students and a dedication to using anthropology in the service of social and racial justice. I have been 
privileged to return to the department at UMass many times over the years and from what I have seen, these 
departmental values have only grown stronger. 
 

My participation in the UMass European Semester was both a continuation of what I had learned through my years as a 
community organizer in Chicago, and the beginning of many new and meaningful relationships and engagements. 
Participating in the 40th anniversary of WAPC was a fitting marker to the formal end of my academic career, though I 
intend to remain involved in many community concerns, both in Indianapolis as well as in England. As one of the 
organizers of the 2024 event said, “After the strike, some women went back to what they had been doing before but 
believe me – they were never really the same. Once you see an injustice, you can’t ever unsee it.” The same can be said 
about my experience with UMass. I was never 
the same after having participated in the 
UMass European Program. I could not unsee the 
profound impact that participation in social 
movements had on activists even when, or 
perhaps especially when, they failed to meet 
their most explicit goals. My dissertation, and 
everything that has followed, began both in 
those mining villages in Yorkshire and while 
talking with and working alongside women in a 
public housing development located on the 
periphery of the deindustrialized city of 
Bradford. The march 40 years after the strike 
has brought it all full circle. 

Sue Hyatt and Paul Mullins receiving  
the Bantz Community Fellowship 

With public housing advocates in Bradford, England, 1991 
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THE GRADUATE PROGRAM 
 
Our graduate students continue to excel, conducting important research, building community and global solidarity, 
and bringing anthropology and anthropological discussions into the public sphere. 

 
Abigail Thomsen presented her poster titled “The Data Side of the Curation Crisis: Impacts on Collaboration 
Beyond NAGPRA” at this year’s National Council on Public History’s Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City.   

 
Adam Zimmer (pictured, right) has gained some mainstream and international attention.  
His podcast, created as part of the SAPIENS fellowship he received, was picked up by 
National Geographic and turned into a written story this past summer, “Why Iceland wants 
its medieval skulls back”.  Undergrad alum Sarah Hoffman (BA 2012) is also mentioned in 
the article.  Also, Adam’s research on the Icelandic skulls at Harvard for SAPIENS was 
recently featured in a news story for the Icelandic national news. 

 
Alana Zanardo Mazur co-authored an article “Indigenous art in the city: reflections on 
heritage and territoriality” in Aceno: Revista De Anthropolgia De Centro-Oeste.  Her article 
addresses, in an interdisciplinary way, Indigenous territoriality, its ancestry and contemporaneousness, focusing on 
artistic production and its manifestations as a cultural heritage. 

 
Brittni Howard and Professor Krista Harper co-authored a chapter, “Photovoice and Participatory Visual Elicitation 
Methods” in The Handbook of Teaching Qualitative and Mixed Research Methods. The chapter covers Photovoice 
as a methodology for community-based participatory research and models the method through two class sessions 
in which students learn by brainstorming photo themes and taking turns leading and participating in focus group 
discussions. 

 
Cagla Ay (pictured, left) was awarded the Middle East Section Photography Prize for 2023.  
The selection team for the award wrote of Cagla’s photo, “The committee was moved and 
inspired by your series of photographs, which captured the color and labor of the orange 
harvest, the side-by-side processes of more-than-human and human labor, and the symbolic 
importance of the orange for the nation in Turkey. Your photography balanced the 
ethnographic, the theoretical, and the aesthetic, and your photographs also exuded a charm 
that drew us all in.”   

 
Kay Mattena authored a chapter entitled, "Biidoban in the Museum” in the edited volume 
Indigenizing Archaeology: Putting Theory into Practice.  Kay had the honor of both writing the 

chapter for the volume and designing the artwork for the book.  She was also a participant in this year’s Graduate 
School 3-Minute Thesis Competition with her thesis, “Reclaiming Skin with Kin: A Nishinaabe Research Method.” 

 
Lucila Carballo was awarded a Wenner-Gren dissertation research fieldwork grant for her project "The Spectral 
Landscape of the Womb: Latinx Stories of Pregnancy, Birth, and Abortion in New England." 
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Lara Sabra moderated a film screening with Lebanese filmmaker Zeina 
Daccache this past March. The event was hosted by UMass Jail Education 
Initiative in partnership with the Department of WGSS.  The film, 
Scheherazade’s Diary (2013), features a theater production that was created 
and performed by women incarcerated in Baabda Prison in Lebanon.  After a 
screening of the film, Zeina, who Zoomed-in from Beirut, discussed her work 
and answered audience questions.  

 
Seth Dornisch hosted a workshop, “Online with OPD: Engaging Students in 
Asynchronous Classes.” How can you bring asynchronous classes to life? How 
can you make connections with and between students without physically 
meeting? In the workshop, he presented concrete tips for humanizing and 
enlivening asynchronous courses. 

 
Sharonee Dasgupta has been awarded a Center for Justice, Law and Societies Fellowship.  Graduate students in this 
fellowship cohort will receive mentorship from the CJLS community, help select speakers of the Five College CJLS 
Speaker Series, and receive funding to attend an interdisciplinary law related conference.  She also presented at the 
Young Scholars’ Seminar at BRAC University, Dhaka, Bangladesh.  Sharonee’s paper was entitled, “Grassroots 
Mobilization and Participation of Women: Experiences from across the Border”. 

 
Ryan Rybka, Tabitha Dorshorst, and alum Ahmad Mohammadpour 
(PhD 2021) are pictured at right outside the St. Louis Cathedral in 
New Orleans, while attending the 89th annual meeting of the Society 
for American Archaeology this April.  Ryan presented part of his 
dissertation research in a paper “A Pipeline Project: Navigating 
Through Diverse Perspectives Surrounding the Line 3 Replacement 
Pipeline”, as part of the symposium Democratizing Heritage Creation: 
How-To and When. Ahmad also presented a research paper "Tailoring 
the Truth: Archaeology and State-building in the Middle East" for the 
symposium Thinking with, Through, and against archaeology’s politics 
of knowledge. 

 
Thomas Wilson was featured on a podcast episode that was recently published.  In it, he discusses his recent 
publication and how to help BIPOC scholars within the field of primatology. Read more info online at:  
https://talkingapes.org/posts/thomas/ and https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ajpa.24687  

 
Volha Verbilovich and Professor Julie Hemment co-authored a piece that appeared in Feminist Anthropology this 
spring, “Disability studies in war and care: How to do work otherwise?” with visiting researcher Dr. Hannah 
Zaremba-Kosovych, Ethnology Institute, National Academy of Sciences in Ukraine, and visiting speaker Dr. Sarah 
Phillips, Indiana University.  Read more about their work on page 17 and read the article online at:  
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/fea2.12138  
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Our undergraduate students inspire us with their dynamism, creativity, and resolve to work for social 
justice.  They continue to utilize the Anthropology Club as a fantastic community of support and 
solidarity.  Many of our students are working one-on-one with our faculty on meaningful research.  
Many find themselves actively engaged in the community through programs like UACT and BSE.  And 
many are on are on pathways to careers that will make a difference in the world. 
 
Our Director of Undergraduate Advising, Lecturer Sarah Reedy reports that our department will have 
graduated a total of 44 students this year.  We now have a total of 148 majors and 41 minors.  Of our 
majors, 65 are double majors in other fields including Biology, Chemistry, History, varied languages, 
Linguistics, Political Science, Public Health, Marketing, Legal Studies, Economics, African American 
Studies, Computer Science, and Communications - to name only a few.  We also have many students 
who have already traveled abroad or who are currently planning their abroad experiences now.  
Places they’ve been and are going include Bali, Greece, Rome, Bhutan, Spain, Italy, New Zealand, and 
Copenhagen.  A handful of our students can be found competing for UMass in soccer, rugby, 
swimming, diving, band, theatre, track and field, and ballroom dancing.   
 
 
 

Undergrads working on the Anthro.MP3 podcast 
 
Sarah has also spearheaded the creation of an undergraduate-produced Anthropology podcast called 
Anthro.MP3, which can be found on Spotify.  The podcast is part of an outreach education project 
about anthropology, and can also be found on the website www.anthropologyhub.com.  Students 
working on the podcast determine the topics they’d like to explore, research, write a script, create 
studio quality recordings about it, and do all of the editing of the audio files to prepare it for release.  
Topics so far have included an introduction to each subfield featuring our own faculty Lynnette 
Arnold, Achsah Dorsey, Haeden Stewart, and Nick Caverly.  Tune in to hear their great work! 
 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 
Molly Roth, a senior double majoring in Anthropology and Legal Studies and minoring in History, won 
the very prestigious 21st Century Leader Award and filmed a documentary.  Titled "Driving Forward 
Together," her documentary follows the experiences of two undocumented women in Massachusetts 
as they navigate the process of obtaining a driver's license under the new Work and Family Mobility 
Act, which grants all individuals in Massachusetts the opportunity to obtain a license, regardless of 
their immigration status.  The project took her seven months to complete and was finished at the end 
of January.  Congratulations Molly!  You can watch her documentary at: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RDP6o6PSkduSVfpZnZNxagw01AizpSJK?usp=drive_link  
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THE FIVE COLLEGE UNDERGRADUATE ANTHROPOLOGY CONFERENCE 
 
Nine of our students 
presented at the 5-College 
Undergraduate Anthropology 
Conference at Amherst College 
this spring.  Those in 
attendance, pictured right, 
were (top row, left to right) 
Carolyn Cooper, Madeline 
Stuart, Arianna Taft, Ellie 
Shepherd, Ventura Perez, Julie 
Hemment, Sophia Hill, 
Lynnette Sievert, Sarah Reedy 
(bottom row, left to right), 
Alexander Johnson, Sofia 
Encarnacao, Cassandra 
Gordon, and Julia Klein.  
Students presented posters in the poster session titled “Human Remains: Towards an Ethical Future” where they 
discussed the history of universities and museums collecting human remains for research and teaching, the 
unethical practices obtaining such collections, how the use of human remains in our culture can desensitize 
people to the fact that these skeletons were once living people.  They also focused on how necessary real human 
bones are for teaching and research, that plastic skeletons simply cannot offer the same information.  Then, 
students focused on how we can move forward with best practices such as those being utilized by our department 
and UMass CHAN Medical School’s body donation program.  This program ensures that people who want to 
donate their body for skeletonization for the purpose of teaching and research will be honored in this way, but 
with full consent.   
 

 

FIELD SCHOOL’S  
TRIUMPHANT RETURN 
 
The Bioarchaeology and Forensic 
Anthropology Field School made its post-
pandemic return with great excitement this 
past summer.  Bringing in students from near 
and far, the field school provides in-depth 
instruction and hands on experience on 
human osteology and excavation techniques.  
The cohort for this field school, pictured left, 
was a great group of eager learners - (left to 
right) are Amarylis Martinez, Mayra Dolan, 
Zoe Nechin, Arianna Taft, Carolyn Cooper, 
Ayden Heinrich, and Travis Barrett.   The field 
school session planned for this coming 
summer is already proving to be a smash hit 
with over 20 students having applied so far.   
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SPECIAL EVENTS & PROGRAMS 
 

Colloquium Series  
 
This year’s colloquium series provided opportunities to learn with visitors 
from across campus and the continent.  Kirsten Helmer and friend-of-the-
department Maxine Oland got us off to a strong start in the fall with a 
session on Teaching Across Cultural Strengths.  Kevin Yelvington visited us 
from the University of South Florida for a session on rethinking the place of 
anthropology within the colonial origins of Caribbean social science.  His 
talk oriented us to important collections held on campus in the Robert S. 
Cox Special Collections and University Archives Research Center.  Amelia 
Moore joined us from the University of Rhode Island for a daylong series of 
events examining relationships between racial capitalism, environmental 
racism, and justice struggles in the Bahamas and the United States.  
Binghampton University biological anthropologist Katherine Wander gave 
a talk which parsed complex relationships between iron deficiency and 
infectious disease as part of a Tay Gavin Erikson lecture.  Katie Amato from 
Northwestern joined us for a talk on the evolutionary implications of diet-
microbiome interactions.  Katie’s visit occurred in collaboration with 
Achsah Dorsey and her colleagues in the Microbiome Working Group.  
Soon after, Sharonee Dasgupta, Caroline DeVane, Seth Dornish, and Volha 
Verbilovich gave fascinating flash talks about their predissertation 
research.    
 
The department also co-sponsored a special screening at Amherst Cinema 
of the ethnographic film, IWIANCH, Devil Deer, which documented the 
Achuar Shuar people’s knowledge of the Amazon.  It was directed by 
Ecuadorian film director José Cardoso.  The screening was followed by a Q 
& A with José and filmographer Fernanda García, who joined us via Zoom. 
The event was organized and facilitated by grad student Fu-Yu Chang.   
 
We also continued the Facets of Evolution lecture series this year, bringing 
two speakers to campus. Dr. Stephanie Levy (CUNY Hunter College), whose 
work investigates how ecological and social environments shape biological 
variation across human populations, gave a talk entitled “Do early-life 
environments shape brown fat in adulthood?” In the spring, Dr. Julie 
Teichroeb joined us from the University of Toronto to present on her 
research on multi-level societies in Rwenzori Colobus monkeys from 
Uganda and the evolutionary implications. 
 
The spring semester featured two important events.  The first was the 
annual Armelagos Distinguished Lecture.  Dr. Chelsey Carter from Yale 
University delivered the lecture which took up how the myth of race and 
reality of racism shape the experiences of Black people living with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and their families.  In a fitting testimony to 
George Armelagos’ legacy, Chelsey demonstrated how a biocultural 
approach to disease is essential to developing just practices of treatment 
and care. 
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The second major spring event was organized by our own Ventura Perez as 
part of the official intercampus collaboration on donor skeletonization 
between UMass Amherst and UMass Chan Medical School.  Yasmin Carter, 
Associate Professor of Translational Anatomy at UMass Chan, gave a talk on 
her journey from anthropology to anatomy, sharing her insights on the 
significance of the collaboration to reimagine the appropriate collection of 
human remains for research and teaching, as well as the implications that 
feminism and ethics have for medical science.  Her visit included a broader 
discussion with Amanda Collins, director of the medical school’s anatomical 
gift program.  Read more about Ventura’s work to facilitate this 
intercampus collaboration on page 20. 
 
UACT 
 
The UMass Alliance for Community Transformation (UACT) had a great year, with a dramatic post-pandemic 
increase in student and community partner engagement.  A large and diverse student leadership team, dozens of 
community colleagues, and active alumni enable UACT to engage in many projects beyond its core organizing 
courses and foster the development of deep relational skills to work across many forms of difference.  UACT also 
plays a role in supporting student movements on campus, providing mentorship and space for participatory 
planning and decision-making, and guidance in collectively learning from their actions and events.   
 
UACT’s core Grassroots Community Organizing course ran two sections this year, one focused on carceral violence 
and the other on displace-ment/housing.  Many community partners worked with our students, including 
Massachusetts Against Solitary Confinement, Chinese Pro-gressive Association, Northampton Abolition Now, and 
Families for Justice as Healing.  From amplifying the calls from survivors of solitary confinement to end practices of 
torture in MA prisons to supporting the long-standing work of Chinatown residents to shape and control the 
development of their own neighborhood, our students supported many projects led by people most affected.  

 
This spring UACT held a Relational 
Organizing course, engaging 
different organizations on and off 
campus in building a network of 
mutual learning and support.  
Generously hosted by participants 
from the Pioneer Valley Workers 
Center, the class brought together 
organizers from Resource 
Generation, Neighbor to 
Neighbor, Showing Up for Racial 
Justice, Decarcerate Western 
Mass, UMass Dissenters, UMass 
Prison Abolition Collective, Jewish 
Voice for Peace, and Smith 
Students for Justice in Palestine.  

UACT also hosted its annual Community Organizing Plug-In event, which included eight workshops, a festive 
organizational tabling scene, and delicious food.  Participants included over 100 students and faculty from across 
the Five Colleges, as well as many community members. 
 
The Ethnography Collective @ UMASS Amherst  
 
The Ethnography Collective had another strong year of supporting and developing ethnographic research and 
writing skills in ways that build interdisciplinary community.  In the fall, the Collective organized a wildly successful 
Comics-based Ethnography Workshop led by Sally Pirie (Education).  In the spring, the Collective hosted weekly 
faculty writing sessions, which drew colleagues from Anthropology, Political Science, and Communication.  The 
Collective funded two graduate student‐led working and writing groups: Co-facilitators Fiona Almeida and Camille 
Collins Lovell in the School of Public Health and Health Sciences and Yelim Lee in the Department of 
Communication.  Learn more about the Collective and the Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research: 
https://www.umass.edu/social-sciences/academics/ethnographic-research  

All GCO course participants this academic year 
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Building Solidarity Economies 
 
Building Solidarity Economies (BSE), led by 
Senior Lecturer Boone Shear, had a terrific 
academic year.  This spring, the students of 
Anthro 341, Building Solidarity Economies, 
worked closely with two organizations 
engaged in land-decommodification, 
Cooperation Jackson and Land in Common.  
Work included intensive workshops to 
launch the semester long-projects the 
students undertook. 
 
Students completed four major research 
and engagement projects.  The Envisioning 
Land Commitments project worked to create 
a graphic representation of Land in 
Common’s land commitment to help potential land donors and stewards better understand the process.  The 
Researching Solidarity project conducted interviews with movement organizations to survey and identify strategies 

and practices that can help overcome governance and 
representational challenges.  The Enabling Conditions for 
Eco-Villages project researched opportunities and 
resources that can help support Cooperation Jackson’s 
eco-village project.  And, the Mapping Land 
Decommodification project created an inventory of land 
decommodification projects in Massachusetts and 
beyond to help visualize and build relationships.  
Students also learned from and built relationships with 
other post-capitalist projects in Massachusetts including 
the Finders Collective, Cooperation Vermont, Sirius 
Community, and Global Village.   
 
The semester was highlighted by an amazing event the 
students organized, a community conversation on 

campus to hear from organizational leaders Ethan Miller and Kali Akuno around the importance of land 
decommodification in their work.  The event attracted nearly 200 attendees.  You can follow BSE on Instagram: 
@building_solidarity_economies. 
 
Mutual Aid Project 
 
The Mutual Aid Project (MAP), a collaboration between BSE, Social Thought and 
Political Economy and Civic Engagement and Service Learning, continued to 
expand and deepen its work this year. MAP continued hosting periodic “Thing 
Swaps” designed to both meet needs and build relationships through gift-
exchange, skill-shares, and political education.  MAP also continued collaborative 
research around student well-being and transformation, established working 
groups including an electronics repair collective, and a zine-making group that 
adapted an article produced by MAP around student-wellbeing and relational 
care.  Both the article and the zine are being utilized and discussed in multiple 
classes on campus.  This summer, several undergraduate and graduate students 
involved with MAP and BSE will continue to build-on their work through 
internships, independent studies, and graduate work of various kinds.   

BSE students with Kali Akuno after an intensive workshop 

Standing room only at the Community Conversation 
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FACULTY NEWS 
 
Provost Professor Sonya Atalay delivered a distinguished faculty lecture entitled, “Repatriation and Reclaiming as 
Teachers for Braiding New Research Worlds.”  The lecture focused on the ways that repatriation of ancestral 
remains and reclaiming traditional knowledge and cultural places provide valuable lessons for creating new 
approaches to research. Sonya was also awarded the Chancellor’s Medal last year!  Check out page 19, CBIKS, for 
more on Sonya’s great work this year. 
 
Assistant Professor Lynnette Arnold was a lead guest editor of the special issue Mobilizing Language, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies.  This special issue demonstrates that ideologies of gender and sexuality play a central role in 
global discourses about migration and shape how human movement is mobilized to advance political-economic 
projects. She also contributed a research article entitled “State-endorsed Migration Discourse in El Salvador.” 
 
Senior Lecturer Jennifer Sandler was awarded the 2023 Manning Prize for Excellence in Teaching in recognition of 
her profound contributions to community-engaged social and racial justice pedagogy.  As director of UACT, Jen 
creates substantive partnerships with numerous off-campus organizations, which allow UMass students to engage 
in rigorous, multi-year learning and mentorship from experienced community organizers.  Students and alumni 
describe how her “life-changing” teaching has impacted them by creating lasting relationships, affording 
opportunities to engage in social action and helping them to grow into leadership roles. 
 
Professor Whitney Battle-Baptiste was formally appointed American Anthropological 
Association President at the AAA meetings in Toronto last November after serving as 
president-elect/vice president since 2021.  Outgoing president Ramona Pérez ceremoniously 
passed the gavel to Whitney (pictured with it at right).  After the ceremony, the department 
organized a UMass reception in her honor, where a large group of faculty, grads and alumni 
gathered to raise a glass.  It was terrific to come together to celebrate and reconnect! 
Whitney was also an invited panelist on the Plenary Session, “Meeting the Moment: A 
Dialogue about Interdisciplinarity with Social Science Leaders” at the American Sociological 
Associations’ annual meeting, 
 

 
From left to right: Joshua Roth, Nick Caverly, Svati Shah, Jackie Urla, Christa Burdick, Cat Tebaldi, Whitney Battle-Baptiste, Adam Zimmer, Sue 
Hyatt, Julie Hemment, Seda Saluk, Justin Helipololei, Elena Sesma, Evan Taylor, Lynnette Arnold, and Jen Sandler. 
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Assistant Professor Nicholas Caverly, anthropology, was awarded a Hunt Postdoctoral 
Fellowship Grant from the Wenner-Gren Foundation to complete his book, Demolishing 
Detroit: How Structural Racism Takes Place.  The grant recognizes scholars whose work 
"has the potential to transform our understanding of what it means to be human."   
 
 
Nick, as Co-PI, along with Professor Krista Harper, PI, were awarded a $1.1 million EPA 
grant for home energy resources.  Krista was interviewed by Buz Eisenberg and Bill 
Newman on the radio station WHMP’s show Talk the Talk about their work on this new 
grant and its partnership with Holyoke Community Energy Project.  She also spoke 
about the Energy Justice Leaders program now being launched for a fast and fair 
transition that benefits everyone.  She also gave a shout out to others helping to make 
this work possible, including Neighbor to Neighbor, Massachusetts Education Fund, 
OneHolyoke CDC, and colleagues from the UMass Energy Transition Institute. 
 
 
Assistant Professor Achsah Dorsey was announced as a UMass ADVANCE Fellow.  
Through a combination of research, programming, and practices, UMass ADVANCE 
seeks to understand systemic and intersectional inequalities at UMass and to lay the 
groundwork for a fairer, more equitable, diverse, and inclusive campus. 
 
 
Professor Julie Hemment and graduate student Volha Verbilovich sustained the super 
generative energy created by last year’s Distinguished Europeanist Event, which took 
the form of a conversation between anthropology and disability studies scholars in 
relation to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  The event spawned their co-authored paper 
(page 10).  It also resulted in a new course at U Indiana “Who Cares? Social Science 
Perspectives on Care” in the Human Biology program taught by Dr. Sarah Phillips, and 
in ongoing collaborative scholarship.  Thanks to all who joined the two-day event, 
especially Felicity Aulino and Lynnette Arnold for the insightful ideas and compelling 
readings they brought from their grad seminar “CARE: Doing, Knowing, Being.” 
 
 
Professor Jason Kamilar joined the Editorial Board of the American Journal of Biological 
Anthropology, the leading publication in physical anthropology.  He and recent PhD 
Drew Best (2021) were quoted in an article about human sweating and climate change, 
“We Must Learn to Love Our Sweat” published in the Atlantic last August.  He also co-
authored articles with other faculty, grads and alum including: “Mean age at menarche 
and climate variables on a global scale” with Claire Gold, Catie Kitrinos and Lynnette 
Sievert in the American Journal of Human Biology; and “Midlife symptoms and 
household stress are associated with fingernail cortisol” in Menopause with PhD alum 
Pete Rulu (2023), Lynnette Sievert and other colleagues. 
 
 
Lecturer Eric Johnson came out of retirement to help us this academic year with 
another round of fantastic internships in our Curation Center.  He also presented a 
lecture on local archaeological history, "Highlights of Massachusetts Archaeology" at 
the Berkshire County Historical Society this past October.  In his talk, he highlighted 
sites ranging from Boston to the Berkshires, and from thousands of years ago to the 
late-nineteenth century. 
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Betsy Krause 
Karl Lyn                       Karl Lyn 

Congratulations to Professor Elizabeth Krause for being selected to 
receive a 2024-2025 Samuel F. Conti Faculty Fellowship!  Conti Fellows 
are chosen based on their record of outstanding accomplishments 
in research and creative activity.  Betsy plans to use the fellowship 
to work on her book manuscript, Pedagogy of Figs: Uncommon 
Lessons.  “My project departs from conventional ethnography in 
centering a singular food and highlighting its yield in the form of 
uncommon lessons,” she writes.  “This Fellowship will provide me 
precious time needed to conduct fieldwork, complete a book 
manuscript, and oversee an international collaboration focused on 
pathbreaking environmental movements.” 
 
Betsy and her advisee, grad student Karl Lyn, were recently awarded a Doctoral Dissertation Research 
Improvement Grant (DDRIG) from the National Science Foundation to support Karl’s 12-month dissertation 
fieldwork on citizenship and political agency in Los Angeles.  Karl is a PhD candidate in the W.E.B. Du Bois 
Department of Afro-American Studies, a Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellow and a member of the Ethnography 
Collective @ UMASS Amherst, having received a Graduate Certificate in Ethnographic Research.   
 
Betsy’s chapter “‘An Unjustified Revolt’: Political Discourse and Chinese Migrant Resistance to Inspection Culture,” 
is in press in New Anthropologies of Italy: Politics, History and Culture. 
 

Professor Lynnette Leidy Sievert presented her 
research at the 2023 Menopause Society 
annual meeting.  Lynnette and her team have 
discovered that hot flashes occur even in cold 
weather through the activation of brown 
adipose tissue (BAT) that produces heat to 
maintain body temperature.  Their research 
has shown that women with higher levels of 
BAT activity were more likely to experience 
bothersome hot flashes. 
 
Lynnette was also a guest on "The Evidence – 
the science of menopause" recorded at the 
North Ireland Science Festival, Belfast, in 
February.  She zoomed in for the event, 
pictured left.  The show was recorded in front 
of a live studio audience and broadcast on the 
BBC World Service in March.  Lynnette 
discussed variation in age at menopause and 
differences in symptom experience at midlife 
around the world. 

 
Lecturer Sarah Reedy co-founded AnthroHub, a website offering accessible anthropology 
topics and resources including blurbs, a showcase of student work, and a podcast, 
“Anthro.MP3.”  Envisioned as an anthropology outreach-based website, it focuses on 
highlighting information about the field and the undergraduate work of students in our 
department.  Sarah devised the Anthro.MP3 podcast as part of her new class called 
"Talking Anthropology," produced entirely by our undergrads - read more about the 
podcast on page 11.  Sarah also co-hosted a workshop "Anthropology Unleashed: 
Navigating Public Outreach in the World of Insta(ntaneous) Gratification" at this year's 
American Association of Biological Anthropology conference in LA. 
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CENTER FOR BRAIDING INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGES AND SCIENCE LAUNCH 
 
Provost Professor Sonya Atalay officially launched Center for 
Braiding Indigenous Knowledges and Science (CBIKS) along with her 
leadership team, pictured left, Ora Marek-Martinez, Jon Woodruff 
and Bonnie Newsom.  Supported by the National Science 
Foundation's Science and Technology Centers Program, the Center 
for Braiding Indigenous Knowledges and Science (CBIKS) will 
examine how to effectively and ethically braid Western and 
Indigenous science research, education, and practice related to the 
urgent and interconnected challenges of climate change, cultural 
places, and food security. 
 
CBIKS is headquartered at UMass Amherst with university and 

Indigenous community partners across the US and internationally.  CBIKS' education components involve 
Indigenous community members and students at all levels to train professionals who are skilled leaders in the 
ethical braiding of Indigenous and Western Sciences.  Its knowledge exchange activities provide workshops, 
trainings and internships for policy makers and state, federal, and Tribal agencies who manage and care for our 
nation's lands, waters, and cultural places.  This endeavor brings together arts and storytelling as a means to share 
scientific research with the public, Indigenous communities, and diverse audiences. 
 
Three of our grad students joined the CBIKS team this spring as research assistants, contributing to different 
working groups.  Abigail Thomsen has been working for the Data Sovereignty Thematic Working Group, Kay 
Mattena for the Storywork and Knowledge Mobilization Thematic Working Group, and Brie Shaw with the Central 
Leadership Circle.  
 
This spring, CBIKS held its first ever in-person gathering here at UMass Amherst, attended by about 90 people - 
representatives from all the regional hubs and thematic working groups, representatives from many Massachusetts 
Native Nations as well as Indigenous students from the Five Colleges and beyond.  Campus leadership was also in 
attendance, including Chancellor Javier Reyes and Provost Mike Malone.  The gathering featured sunrise 
ceremonies and building a teaching lodge.  It was a tremendous success!  As Abby Thomsen shared, “Together we 
built relationships, dreamed, planned, and contributed to collective futuring, and raised the first teaching lodge on 
these homelands in perhaps over 200 years.”  Read more about CBIKS at https://www.umass.edu/news/article/ 
umass-amherst-partnering-indigenous-communities-launch-30m-nsf-center-braiding  

 
 
Sonya Atalay speaking at the 

first in-person CBIKS 
gathering here at UMass 
Amherst this spring, left. 

 
Storyboard made at the 

gathering, below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ora Marek Martinez, Sonya Atalay, John  
Woodruff and Bonnie Newsom 
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INTERCAMPUS DONOR SKELETONIZATION PROJECT LAUNCH 
 
The Intercampus Donor Skeletonization Project, in collaboration with 
the UMass Chan Medical School, was launched this year.  The project 
enacts an ethical initiative to replace osteological collections with 
donors who have fully consented building on the UMass Chan 
Anatomical Gift Program.  The inaugural event was a public 
presentation at Chan, featuring Associate Professor Ventura Perez, who 
has worked tirelessly to spearhead this project, and his Chan 
colleagues, Drs. Yasmin Carter, Associate Professor of Translational 
Anatomy at UMass Chan and Amanda Collins, director of the Medical 
School’s anatomical gift program, pictured top right.  Their 
presentation, “Honoring Humanity” outlined the project and its scope, 
emphasizing its contributions in terms of body donor ethics in research 
and education.  
 
Dr. Carter also visited UMass Amherst to deliver a reciprocal lecture in 
the spring, sharing insights from her own journey from anthropology to 
anatomy, and highlighted the significance of the collaboration project.  
See page 14 to read more. 
 
The partnership was also presented at the 2024 American Association 
for Anatomy annual meeting in a paper titled, “Ethical Osteological 
Procurement: The UMass Chan Collaborative.” 
 
Ventura and his students helped to organize and participated in the 
UMass Chan Memorial Service this spring, with Lecturer Sarah Reedy, 
which drew approximately 400 people to attendance, plus an 
additional 100 or so to watch the live stream, pictured bottom right.  
This ceremony and celebration of the donors is a chance for relatives 
and friends to have closure for the loss of their loved ones and provides 
families with the opportunity to meet students, faculty and staff.  The memorial service was opened by Terence R. 
Flotte, MD, the Celia and Isaac Haidak Professor, Provost and executive deputy chancellor of UMass Chan Medical 
School and Dean of the T.H. Chan School of Medicine. Dr. Flotte acknowledged this collaboration and thanked our 
students and faculty for their contributions to this important event.  Nine of our students this year helped to 
organize and participate in the service this year, our second year participating.  At the event, one student read a 
poem and another did a musical performance.  Ventura was asked to close the ceremony. 
 
The UMass Amherst/Chan collaborative outlines an 
appropriate and ethical initiative to replace 
osteological collections.  This experience showcases 
the benefits of leveraging our institutional resources 
to not only better serve the community but provide 
appropriate and ethical research and teaching 
resources.  The collaboration humanizes skeletal 
research and teaching in a way that has not been 
seen before, making our institutions innovators and 
leaders in the field of bioethics. The Donor Memorial Service this spring. 

Amanda Collins, Yasmin Carter and Ventura Perez 
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NEW BOOK 
 
Assistant Professor Lynnette Arnold authored a book, Living Together Across Borders: 
Communicative Care in Transnational Salvadoran Families, which will be released this 
summer by Oxford University Press.    
 
 

EMERITI UPDATES 
 
Laurie Godfrey 

 
Professor Emerita Laurie Godfrey was honored with the 2024 Charles R. Darwin Lifetime 
Achievement Award, presented by the American Association of Biological Anthropologists 
(AABA) at their 93 Annual Meeting this past December.  Established in 1992, the award 
recognizes AABA senior members who have demonstrated a lifetime of contributions and 
commitment to biological anthropology through their scholarship, training and service to 
the association. 
 
Laurie’s research on the recently extinct 
lemurs of Madagascar has been 
exceptionally impactful, advancing 
scientific understanding of these species 

using a wide range of advanced analytical tools. Her 
paleontological fieldwork in Madagascar has led to the discovery 
and description of new extinct lemur species.  And, her 
collaborative work with other colleagues at UMass and beyond 
has produced a new theory concerning what triggered recent 
large vertebrate species extinctions, known as the “subsistence 
shift hypothesis.”  
 
Nomination materials for the award emphasized Laurie’s efforts to 
mentor students and build collaborations with scholars at UMass, 
in Madagascar and elsewhere and her efforts in public outreach 
defending evolutionary sciences as well as student training. “With 
infectious enthusiasm she has inspired early career scholars and 
peers to study a diverse array of research topics in Madagascar 
and beyond,” the nomination noted. Congratulations to Laurie on 
an award well-earned!  
 
Laurie shared with us that she enjoyed the award ceremony, and that she was “both humbled by and grateful” for 
the experience.  She also co-organized an invited symposium at the AABA with Malagasy colleagues. 
 
Alan Swedlund 
 
Emeritus Professor Alan Swedlund, and departmental PhDs Susan Hautaniemi Leonard (2002) and Alanna Rudzik 
(2010) published an article in the Winter2024 issue of the Historical Journal of Massachusetts titled, “A Plurality of 
Practices: The Classification of Disease in Holyoke & Northampton, 1830-1910.”  Dr. Leonard is the first author and 
is Associate Research Scientist in Social Research at the University of Michigan.  Dr. Rudzik is a co-author and is an 
Associate Professor at SUNY, Oneonta.  The article is based on data collected and funded by an NIH project on 
historical trends in mortality in the Connecticut Valley of Massachusetts. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 
Dr. Ann L. Magennis (Ph.D. in biological anthropology, 
UMass/Amherst, 1990) passed away on February 27, 2024, from 
ovarian cancer.  Annie grew up on the shore of Lake Michigan and 
was a vital presence in the lives of her four siblings, five nieces and 
nephews and six great-nieces and nephews, as well as her friends, 
students and colleagues.  In her career as a bioarchaeologist and 
global health scholar (much of it as a Colorado State University 
faculty member), Dr. Magennis worked in the southwestern and 
northeastern US, northern and northeastern Africa, and Central 
America.  She supported community well-being in many quiet ways, 
from food bank volunteering to fostering dogs, and stood up against 
injustice.  This photo was taken on the Isle of Skye by Ann Kingsolver, 
who has established a fund in Dr. Magennis’ memory to celebrate 
peer mentoring among the UMass Anthropology graduate students 
every year.  Learn more on page 23. 
Donations may be sent to:  
https://www.uma-foundation.org/ways-to-give  
with the notation: Annie Magennis Fund, Anthropology Department. 

 
 
 
 
 

THE INDISPENSABLE DEPARTMENT STAFF 
Through a very busy year of new systems and processes, the 
department staff worked hard to support our faculty and students.  In 
addition to their usual roles, everyone took on additional work to help 
the department thrive.  Academic Programs Manager Shelley Silva 
worked tirelessly to help prepare a new website format for the 
department - launching this month!  Financial Manager Grace Rock 
helped us navigate the challenges of transitioning to a brand-new 
expense report and travel booking system.  This transition was also 
made easier by the assistance of Operations Coordinator Danielle 
Sedelow (’20, Anthropology BA) who also was an amazing facilitator 
behind the scenes for so many of our department’s events.  They went 
smoothly because of her hard work.  Our helpful part-time student 
assistants Manoela Kawasaki and Samyak Choudhary successfully 
completed their sophomore and junior years, respectively, while 
providing us vital office support.  Department Administrator Beverly 
Morrison (’14, Isenberg MBA) led the staff as they forged ahead into the 
new fiscal year while working closely with the Chair on budgets and 
strategic allocations.  In addition, she hosted a successful Career Coffee 
Time workshop series for our majors to help them with their transitions 
from college to career.  The staff is looking forward to a quiet summer to 
reset and be ready for the coming academic year.   
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OPPORTUNITIES 
 

ANNIE MAGENNIS PEER MENTORSHIP FUND 
This new fund was established by alum Ann Kingsolver in 
memory of alum Annie Magennis.  In her career as a 
bioarcheologist and global health scholar Annie supported 
community well-being and stood up against injus�ce in many 
quiet ways, from food bank volunteering to fostering dogs.  This 
fund aims to celebrate and recognize the peer mentoring 
amongst our graduate students which helps them to build a 
strong sense of community and belonging. 
 

ARMELAGOS-SWEDLUND MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY FUND 
This fund was established and named a�er two Professors Emeri�, George Armelagos and Alan Swedlund for their 
key role in training a genera�on of biological and medical anthropologists.  The fund awards research presented at 
professional mee�ngs or other formal venues.  For a third year, the fund has also been able to sponsor an 
addi�onal graduate disserta�on wri�ng fellowship award.  Award priority is given to research topics in medical 
anthropology, but related topics in biocultural and biological anthropology are also considered. 
 

BUILDING SOLIDARITY ECONOMIES FUND 
Building Solidarity Economies (BSE) is an assemblage of classes, projects, internships, and engaged research efforts 
assembled and designed to teach, learn about, research, and build rela�onships that can strengthen solidarity 
economies - ini�a�ves and movements that put people and planet before profits.  This fund helps to support the 
program and students’ community-based summer internships and research.   
 

ETHNOGRAPHY COLLECTIVE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
A new Ethnography Collec�ve fund has been established this year by an excep�onally generous anonymous 
dona�on of $25,000 to support professional development, ethnographic fieldwork, and wri�ng fellowships for 
graduate students pursuing or comple�ng the interdisciplinary Graduate Cer�ficate in Ethnographic Research.  This 
fund supports students across many disciplines, not just Anthropology. 
 

JOHNNETTA BETSCH COLE AWARD FOR ENGAGED PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP 
This new award recognizes a graduate student who has deeply integrated rigorous scholarship and a commitment 
to inclusive social jus�ce, in a manner that reflects the values and contribu�ons exemplified by Dr. Johnneta 
Betsch Cole across her dis�nguished career.  These values include relentless intellectual curiosity about power and 
difference; respec�ul engagement with communi�es outside the academy; and, a dedica�on to making research 
and scholarship accessible to diverse public audiences, with an emphasis on persons and communi�es that have 
been historically marginalized.   
 

PI-SUNYER DISSERTATION PRIZE 
Established in 2017, the Pi-Sunyer Prize was named a�er Professor Emeritus Oriol Pi-Sunyer in recogni�on of his 
many years of mentoring graduate students. Oriol taught from 1967 to 2008, co-founded the European Field 
Studies Program, and conducted research in both Europe and Mexico. The prize honors his legacy of mentoring and 
excellence in disserta�on research.  Gi�s towards this prize reward a student with an outstanding disserta�on in 
Europe or the Americas. 
 

We are so grateful to our amazing donors, some 
of whom went above and beyond to establish 
addi�onal funds to support our programs and 
students.  Contribu�ons of any size may be made 
to support any of these great funds, or our 
general fund to be allocated where the need for 
funding is greatest.  Your gi� can make a huge 
difference!  Learn more and make a gi� of your 
support by visi�ng us online at 
www.umass.edu/anthro/giving-opportuni�es.  
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TO SUPPORT ANTHROPOLOGY 
 

SAMYA ROSE STUMO SCHOLARSHIP 
Founded in memory of Samya Rose Stumo (’15, Anthropology/ Spanish BA, CHS Cer�ficate), this award recognizes 
commitments to promo�ng health and wellbeing around the world, par�cularly with and for groups who have 
historically been marginalized and underserved, especially seeking to support young women passionate about 
improving the wellbeing of those in greatest need and who themselves are in financial need. The scholarship is 
aimed to help support educa�onal and career goals by providing support for a specific project and/or training 
opportunity, and/or in recogni�on of accomplishments that demonstrate efforts improving health equity or 
advancing people-centered engagement for wellbeing.  
 

SYLVIA FORMAN GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP 
Professor Sylvia Forman, former Chair of our department, established this fund shortly before her death in 1992.  It 
was her wish that our department atract people into the discipline as prac��oners from communi�es that have 
tradi�onally been the subjects of anthropological inquiry.  In establishing the Fund, Sylvia Forman aimed in one 
small but significant way to redirect anthropology away from its Western and colonial roots and foster its 
transforma�on into a discipline with a truly global understanding of the human condi�on.   
 

“WORLDING ANTHROPOLOGY” AWARD 
This award recognizes the contribu�ons that graduate students are making in building a more inclusive 
anthropology that honors diversity in language, knowledge prac�ces, and forms of theory.  It is inspired by the 
legacies of former faculty in the department including Emiliana Cruz and Arturo Escobar, whose work has enriched 
the breadth of anthropology within the department and beyond.  Recognized work will include, but not be limited 
to projects such as, papers writen or presented in a language other than English, papers drawing on and thinking 
with theories emerging from the global South and diasporic communi�es, papers engaging with indigenous 
languages, epistemologies, and ethical orienta�ons, work writen or presented in English by those for whom it is 
not a first language. 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDY ABROAD & INTERNSHIPS 
The Department awards many Study Abroad and Travel Scholarships to help fund student research opportuni�es. 
These awards help provide hands-on experience with research and fieldwork. Internships and study abroad are 
some of the more life changing events for our students. Your dona�ons will enable more of our majors to take 
advantage of these opportuni�es. 
 

UNIVERSITY ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION (UACT) 
The UACT organiza�on, part of the Department of Anthropology, is dedicated to building capacity for diverse, 
community-based social jus�ce work. The “Alternate Spring Break” moniker stems from the core UACT course, 
Grassroots Community Organizing, a five-credit advanced Anthropology course which takes place each Spring 
Semester and involves fieldwork during Spring Break.  
 

ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENT GENERAL GIFT FUND 
You can help us fund summer fieldwork, improve our teaching and research laboratory spaces, and more through 
your tax-deduc�ble gi� to Department of Anthropology’s General Fund.  Your gi�s to the General Fund make it 
possible for us to allocate your contribu�on where we need it most, from travel awards to state-of-the-art labs. 
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AWARDS 
 
On May 18, 2023, the Department held its annual awards ceremony to celebrate the many noteworthy 
accomplishments and hard work of our students, both graduate and undergraduate.  It took place in the sprawling 
ballroom of the Campus Center and was a wonderful time for all.  Congratulations to our award winners! 
 
Many of the awards 
bestowed were made 
possible by generous 
donations from people 
like you.  If you would 
like more information 
on how you can make a 
tax-deductible gift to 
the department, please 
see page 23. 
 
Pictured, top row: Andrew 
Bielecki, Claire Gold, 
Alessandra Lofredo, Andrea 
Cerame Mendez, Kerleene 
Dorceus, Fu-Yu Chang, Cagla Ay, Pete Rule, Seth Dornish.  Bottom row: Andrew Sullivan, Ellen McIntyre, Mikayla Stormo-Dolge, Benjamin Greer, 
Terrell James, Sofiya Shreyer, Justin Helepololei 
 
Armelagos-Swedlund Dissertation Writing Award: 
    Claire Gold 
Armelagos-Swedlund Research Awards: 
    Cagla Ay and Seth Dornisch 
Art Keene Student Leadership Award: 
    Andrea Mendez Cerame 
Dissertation Writing Fellowship: 
    Victoria Bochniak and Meredith Degyansky 
Johnnetta Betsch Cole Award: 
    Justin Helepololei, Pete Rulu and Terrell James 
Nat Smith Community Service Award: 
    Fu Yu Chang, Volha Verbilovich and  
    Mikayla Stormo-Dolge 
Nathalie F.S. Woodbury Distinguished Service Award: 
    Sofiya Shreyer and Olivia King 

Oriol Pi-Sunyer Dissertation Prize: 
    Claudia Morales  
Study Abroad Award:  
    Andrew Bielecki, Andrea Mendez Cerame and Andrew Sullivan 
Pre-Dissertation Summer Research Award: 
    Seth Dornisch, Lucila Carballo, Sharonee Dasgupta,  
    Caroline Devane, and Volha Verbilovich 
Samya Stumo Scholarship: 
    Kerleene Dorceus 
Sylvia Forman Graduate Fellowship: 
    Gabriela Quijano-Seda 
Sylvia Forman Writing Prizes: 
    Ellen McIntyre and Andrew Bielecki 
Worlding Anthropology Award: 
    Gabriela Quijano-Seda, Rodrigo Lazo and Lucila Carballo 

 
 

DEGREES CONFERRED 
 

PhD’s: 
Jonathan Hill           Sarah Mattena 
Peteneinuo Rulu     Anna Weyher 
Julie Woods 

 

Master: 
Teniel Rhiney 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS 
Many generous individuals have contributed to the department and our programs over the 
past year.  It is with sincere apprecia�on that we recognize you!  If we have accidentally 
missed you, please contact us so we can add your name to our next publica�on.  
 
GENEROUS GIFTS 
 
Barbara & Douglas Bartlet 
Kris�ne & Dennis Malkowski 
Gary Welterlen 
Joshua Bagley 
Keith Maxwell 
Bonnie Gustav-Golub 
James Moore 
Pamela Stone 
Carolyn Kitrinos 
Amy Stoll & John Hill 
Carolyn Limbrunner 
Kabir Prabhu Thate 
Peggy Gerow 
Carol Coan & David Nixon 
Frank Argersinger 
Charlene Reed-Mundell 
Amanda Fuchs 
Carolyn Smith 
Charlote & Ian Mundell 
Cli�on Lawson 
Madelyn Bonnot Griffin & Cur�ce Griffin 
Barbara & David Lacy 
Jayashree & Mahesh Ramakrishnan 
Peteneinuo Rulu 
Sharon Manning 
Stephen Palmer 
Steve King 
Brenda Baker 
Carole Counihan 
Marjorie Abel 
Ronnie Booxbaum 
Susan Hyat 
Edith & Scot Blackney 
Stephen Harvey 

Patrick Harvey 
Allen Marshall 
Brigite Holt 
Nancy & Craig Goff 
Dana Dorman 
Katrina Tomkus 
Patricia Nascenzi 
Sandra Faiman-Silva 
Jason Kamilar 
Danielle Downing 
Arya Kunaparaju 
Diana Greenhouse 
Megan & Edward Harvey 
Fu-Yu Chang 
Jo Harvey 
Julie Woods 
Kalista Corinne Creighton Ahouse 
Kara Leistyna 
Martha Whyte 
Mary Pylyp 
Nicole Downing 
Shelley Silva 
Sara Gu�errez 
Eric Francis Wuesthoff 
Patrick Ewick 
Renee Serritella 
Ruby Mus�ll 
Sofiya Shreyer 
Mandy Mccarthy 
Meri Hoverman 
Michael Fuchs 
Tyler Tedesco 
Victoria Johnson 

 
 
LEARN MORE AND MAKE A GIFT OF YOUR SUPPORT BY VISITING US ONLINE: 
WWW.UMASS.EDU/ANTHRO/GIVING-OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTSTANDING  
GIFTS OF  
$1000  

OR GREATER 
 

Alan Swedlund 

Annie Magennis 

Anonymous Donor 

Carles Pi-Sunyer 

Charles Ganote 

Elizabeth Brabec &  
Philip Weilerstein 

Charlote & John Collier 

Jerome Rose 

Lesley Rankin-Hill 

Lynnete Sievert 

Megan Donnelly 

Marjorie Aelion &  
Thomas Leatherman 

 

THANK YOU! 
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ECLIPSE WATCHING 
Professor Todd Disotell and 
Lecturer Sarah Reedy with a 
group of our undergraduates 
students on the steps of 
Machmer Hall taking 
advantage of the lovely 
weather to watch the solar 
eclipse this spring.   


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



