
Anthropology Graduate Level Courses – Spring 2020 (subject to change) 11/4/2019 
 
Course# 597AQ Title Advanced Quantitative Analysis Gen Ed
 Credits 3 

 Days Mon Times 2:30 PM Instructor Jason Kamilar 

 Course Description Seminar (Bio, Stats) Meets Monday 2:30-5:15PM 
This course will focus on advanced quantitative methods used in anthropology, including ordination 
techniques, multivariate statistics, phylogenetic comparative methods, ecological modeling, and 
randomization approaches. Theoretical and philosophical issues related to hypothesis testing and 
inferential statistics will also be discussed. In collaboration with the instructor, students will design, 
implement, and write-up a research project applying the methods learned in the course. The R 
computing environment will be used extensively, though no prior experience is needed. Pre-requisite: 
an introductory statistics class is recommended 

 
 Course# 597CR Title Critical Race Theory      Gen Ed 
 Credits 3 

 Days TuTh Times 1:00-2:15 PM Instructor Amanda Walker Johnson 

 Course Description Lecture 
In this course, we will examine the genealogy of works in "critical race theory", including foundational 
texts defining "racism" and the contexts of racial inequality.  We will consider works challenging 
common sense and scientific constructions of race, those recognizing the embeddedness of race in state 
and social institutions, and those mapping the intersections of race with other subjectivities, particularly 
gender and class. In this course, we will examine the contradictions, tensions, and silences in critical race 
theory, while honoring its intention to not only develop a vocabulary for understanding race and racism, 
but also employ scholarship for the cause social justice. 
 
 Course# 643 Title Theory and Method in Physical Anthropology Gen Ed Credits 3 

 Days Wed. Times 2:30-5:15 PM Instructor Brigitte Holt 

 Course Description Seminar 
The purpose of this course is to expose students to the main areas of current debate in biological 
anthropology (paleoanthropology/skeletal biology, human biology, and primatology) at an advanced 
level. Following review of the development of central theoretical and methodological concepts that 
form the core of modern biological anthropological research (e.g. Darwinian adaptation, population and 
biocultural approaches), we will critically debate original publications in areas of current research, such 
as: the genetic and environmental basis of modern human variation, particularly as it relates to the 
concept of race, the evolutionary basis for some human and non-human primate characteristics such as 
sociality, highly developed intelligence, menopause, altruism, and certain diseases, the use of bone 
biology to Neandertals and the origin of modern humans. 

  



Course# 691A Title Proseminar : Theory & Method in Linguistics Anthropology  Gen Ed
 Credits 3 

 Days Tues Times 2:30-5:15 PM Instructor Lynnette Arnold and Jackie Urla 

 Course Description Seminar: Theory and Method in Linguistic anthropology: Language, Culture, and 
Materiality 
This course introduces graduate students in the Department of Anthropology to central concepts and 
approaches in the subfield of linguistic anthropology. We will engage deeply with both foundational 
writings as well as emerging scholarship to grapple with the cultural meaningfulness and systematic 
nature of language as a form of social action with political and economic consequences. In these 
discussions, we will consistently explore the embedding of language in the material world, that is, its 
connection to socio-economic structures and material forms of culture, as well as its enmeshing with 
embodied affects and actions. The goal is for students across the subfields of anthropology to gain a 
theoretical toolkit for understanding the fundamental role of semiotic processes in structuring 
sociocultural life, while also exploring the range of analytical insights to be gained from investigating 
language ideologies and linguistic practices. 

 Course# 697AE Title Economic Anthropology Gen Ed
 Credits 3 

 Days Thurs. Times 2:30-5:15 PM Instructor Elizabeth Krause 

 Course Description Seminar 
This graduate seminar takes a critical and cross-cultural view to understanding relationships among 
economies and cultures, meaning and value, and inequality and development. Our point of departure is 
to consider the legacies of Marx, Malinowski, and Mauss. What research agendas did these Western 
thinkers inspire or foreclose in the field of Anthropology, and the subfield of economic anthropology? 
How did their legacies shape research agendas? We consider the legacies in terms of understanding 
economic variety, limitations, and possibilities. We collectively grapple with political economy 
approaches as well as newer agendas related to neo-Marxism, feminism, ecological anthropology, 
development anthropology, neoliberalism, globalization, global crisis and responses. 
 
 Course# 697AR Title Archaeology of the Contemporary Gen Ed Credits 3 

 Days Tues. Times 10:00-12:45  Instructor Haeden Stewart 

 Course Description Seminar 
Combining archaeological techniques with ethnography, photography, and forensic science, and 
drawing on theories from allied fields such as heritage studies, art history, and material culture studies, 
archaeologists have highlighted the methods and sensibilities of archaeology as potent tools for 
exploring contemporary society and recent history. Drawing on case studies from self-described 
archaeologies of the contemporary, this course explores how archaeology has been mobilized to  
investigate contemporary phenomenon. Further, this course examines the political stakes and political 
promise of archaeological research that is not just of the present, but for it. 

 



 Credits 3 

 Days Mon. Times 2:30-5:15 PM Instructor Julie Hemment 

 Course Description Seminar 
The so-called "collapse of Communism" in the late 1980s paved the way for ambitious projects for social 
and political change; it also gave rise to a burgeoning scholarship that mapped the political and 
economic transformations these projects sought to effect. This graduate seminar explores both 
anthropology's distinctive contributions to the study of post socialism, and the anthropology of post 
socialism's contributions to the discipline of anthropology. Bringing together ethnographic and  
theoretical accounts of the former East bloc, the course examines some of the socio-political and 
cultural realignments of the post socialist period and their implications for our thinking beyond the 
region. Themes to be discussed will include: gender, identity and citizenship; markets, moralities and 
stratification; the implications of 1989 for Europe and the EU; the new populisms, xenophobia and the 
crisis of liberalism of the contemporary moment. We will explore these themes by reading some of the 
most exciting new ethnographies of the region, grounded accounts that explore the transformations in 
social and cultural logics, power relations and practices that accompanied political and economic 
change. 

Course# 775 Title Anthropological Research Methods Gen Ed
 Credits 3 

 Days TuTh Times4:00-5:30 PM Instructor Krista Harper 

 Course Description Seminar, meets with 394RI 
Qualitative research methods, including ethnography, provide essential tools for applied anthropology 
and policy research.  
Today's policymakers operate in complex societies and serve an increasingly diverse public. 
Ethnographic research helps policymakers reach the public by providing tools for understanding diverse 
cultural perceptions, practices, and social problems in context. The centerpiece of the course is an actual 
ethnographic project here at Amass: together, students will design a client-based qualitative research 
project, conduct field research, analyze qualitative data, and write up research findings in a final report 
that explores applications for policy and/or administration.  
 


