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In 2-3 sentences, briefly describe the issue or problem that your project addresses.

The goal of the Hampden County 4-H Urban Program is to introduce youth ages 5-18 to key STEM
learning concepts, STEM careers, and workforce and leadership development opportunities. The
program aims to increase interest in STEM field career options.

Briefly describe in non-technical terms how your major activities helped you
achieve, or make significant progress toward, the goals and objectives described in
your non-technical summary.

We accomplish our goals and objectives by implementing three major types of activities, or
models: 1) in-school programs; 2) after-school programs in community centers; 3) annual
statewide events. All three models have commonalities in providing fun, engaging, hands-on
learning experiences. By the end of each type of major activity, youth are familiar with and
generally more interested in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). And all
three types of activities introduce a possible career in STEM.


https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/organizations/131
https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/organizations/131
https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/projects/13624
https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/projects/13624

After-school and state-wide programs run for shorter periods of time, focusing on raising
awareness of what a STEM career would look like in the community. An example of this would be
the different STEM activities our youth participants showcase every year at the Eastern States
Exposition, appealing to the large and diverse audience (the public) that approaches. In-school
programs run for longer periods of time, often spanning years with the same cohort. This model
results in an in-depth interest in STEM as well as an enhanced skill set and knowledge base in
preparation for a possible career in STEM.

Briefly describe how your target audience benefited from your project’s activities.

Youth come away from our hosted activities with a better grasp of STEM related concepts. UMass
collaborates directly with Springfield school administrators to make certain the in-school
programs fit well with their specific needs and curricula. UMass faculty and staff go to the schools
to meet students and discuss the importance of STEM. These visits have the added benefit of
giving the students some familiar faces when they head north to campus for field trips. What’s
more, the 4-H programming makes higher education learning familiar. Our programs are all hands-
on, and we run them like a college class. Youth all receive a syllabus, and know exactly what
lessons will be taught, our learning objectives, and a tie-in to future careers.

Briefly describe how the broader public benefited from your project's activities.

We have introduced communities in Hampden County to the resources that UMass Amherst has to
offer. Our programs have resulted in collaborations between the Springfield/Holyoke communities
and the University staff/faculty/students to support our main goal of increasing interest in higher
education and STEM careers. 4-H Programming provides added depth to the educational
experience of participating students, their families and their communities.

Comments (optional)

We continue to be understaffed resulting in less youth reached. However, due to this problem, we
have used funds to stipend youth in the community to serve as program facilitators at our
afterschool program sites. This has allowed us to retain teens and keep them involved in 4-H
throughout their high-school years. Having youth trained as facilitators aligns with our goal of
preparing youth for successful futures and connecting them to higher education.

4-H STEM Summer Programs (5) 150 youth participants; 76 male/74 female.

After-school program workshops (7) 125 youth participants; 60 male/65 female.

In-school programs (1) 20 youth; 10 male/10 female.



Program 4-H Staff meetings with collaborators and college student mentors (12); 24 adult
participants; 12 male/12 female.
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