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In 2-3 sentences, briefly describe the issue or problem that your project addresses.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is committed to goals and milestones to meet net-zero
emissions by 2050. The UMass Clean Energy Extension (CEE) was established to serve as a
university extension resource for the Commonwealth to help it meet its clean energy goals. CEE
fills gaps and finds opportunities to support this clean energy transition that are not met by
government, businesses, or consultants. Through this project, CEE has provided technical support
to municipalities throughout Massachusetts in meeting their municipal energy and greenhouse
gas reduction targets and for proactive solar planning using a toolkit CEE developed.

We developed a new initiative this reporting period.  Providing services to Massachusetts farms to
reduce energy use and costs, and we continue to provide assistance to non-profit organizations
and community organizations, and to support professional workforce development for the
offshore wind industry.

Briefly describe in non-technical terms how your major activities helped you
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achieve, or make significant progress toward, the goals and objectives described in
your non-technical summary.

Over this reporting period, CEE completed greenhouse gas inventories for two Massachusetts
towns and responded to 323 user-support requests from municipalities in the use of the
MassachusettsEnergyInsight platform as part of the state’s Green Communities program. CEE held
roughly 20 meetings with state agencies or regarding state programs, 13 meetings with
municipalities or regional planning agencies, and 24 meetings with research collaborators, the
farm sector, businesses, and community organizations.  This outreach and engagement provided
technical assistance, general guidance, and information sharing with businesses, non-profit and
community organizations, clean energy start-ups, research and academic colleagues, press and
media, and others as they consider clean energy projects or need help navigating incentives and
next steps and seeking to outreach accurate information.

Over this reporting period, CEE provided 9 virtual or in-person presentations to audiences at
conferences, regional events, or guest classroom lectures, with a cumulative audience of
approximately 765. CEE also tabled at two national offshore wind and clean energy conferences
with roughly 2700 attendees. We outreached our energy assistance directly to farms sector
organizations at 5 events with aggregate audience of approximately 360 people.

Additionally, CEE leads applied research, projects, and clean energy workforce development
activities, with highlights summarized below.

OOffffsshhoorree  WWiinndd  EEnneerrggyy  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  GGrraadduuaattee  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee  PPrrooggrraamm. CEE continues to develop
and manage this program in coordination with the UMass Department of Environmental
Conservation, the College of Natural Sciences (CNS), and University Without Walls (UWW). Our
program is nationally recognized by the major companies in the offshore wind industry and
provides applied education, fully online, to early and mid-career professionals.  Over this reporting
period, our fall 2024 class had 42 students, our spring 2025 class had 40 students, and the summer
2025 class had 27 students.

PPrroovviiddiinngg  CClleeaann  EEnneerrggyy  EExxtteennssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  MMaassssaacchhuusseettttss  FFaarrmm  SSeeccttoorr. Under a cooperative
agreement with USDA NRCS, CEE launched a 5-year program to provide technical assistance and
support Massachusetts’ farms with actionable recommendations and implementation support to
reduce their energy use and energy costs.  Over this reporting period, CEE has hired an agricultural
engineer to lead this effort and has begun program outreach and engagement with farms.

CClleeaann  EEnneerrggyy  iinn  tthhee  CCuullttuurraall  SSeeccttoorr.  CEE is assisting the UMass Arts Extension Services (AES) to
support Massachusetts non-profit small arts and cultural organizations in their clean energy
transition, resiliency, and community and sustainability goals. CEE is providing technical support
to understand organizational goals, collect energy data, and evaluate and prioritize actions for
energy and cost savings.  Over this reporting period, the program transitioned from a pilot phase
supporting 3 arts organizations, to an implementation phase supporting a cohort of 7
organizations in western Massachusetts.

OOffffsshhoorree  WWiinndd  &&  WWiillddlliiffee  RReesseeaarrcchh  &&  CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn. CEE staff serves as coordinator for Regional



Wildlife Science Collaborative Bird & Bat Subcommittee, coordinating and facilitating research and
information-sharing on issues relevant to offshore wind energy and bird and bat conservation
along the U.S. Atlantic Coast. 

Briefly describe how your target audience benefited from your project’s activities.

CEE is a respected partner to Massachusetts municipalities providing technical assistance for
municipal energy reductions, community based solar planning, and greenhouse gas and net zero
planning. This reporting period, we worked directly with 7 municipalities, primarily smaller, under-
resourced towns, along with support to 3 municipal planning agencies.

Through its agrivoltaics research (funded by U.S. DOE SETO), CEE contributes to the national
research on agrivolatics impacts on crop productivity and farm viability. 

This reporting period, CEE has added new outreach to Massachusetts farms, providing technical
assistance for reducing farm energy use, integrating clean energy, and other agricultural
engineering guidance. In launching this effort, CEE has directly engaged and presented its program
to key farm sector organizations and associations throughout the state.

Our Offshore Wind Certificate continued to have robust class sizes of 30-40 registrants and has
upskilled a total of 250 working professionals, with great success in industry hiring our students. 
As part of this Certificate program, we have also supported 35 Career Access Scholars across 9
semesters. These scholars are selected through a competitive application process and provides full
financial aid to broaden the opportunity for early career professionals to enter this industry.

Briefly describe how the broader public benefited from your project's activities.

CEE provides a respected and objective source of information and makes itself available for short
consultations or presentations to town committees, public service and community organizations,
academic research and extension programs, and others. 

CEE continues to support towns in using our Community Planning for Solar Toolkit developed to
help municipalities in Massachusetts and throughout the Northeast proactively plan for solar PV
development in their communities.  This community-based planning effort seeks to improve
tensions associated with solar development in rural communities and improve the outcomes of
solar siting and benefits to communities and the broader Commonwealth clean energy goals.

Our efforts to support farms in reducing energy use and costs is aligned with the broader goals of
the Commonwealth to improve farm viability in the state and sustain farms and farmland.

Our Pollinator-Friendly Solar PV for Massachusetts certification program is incorporated into the
state solar incentive program and contributes to the broader public goals of increasing pollinator
habitat and native species.

Our professional education in offshore wind is supporting clean energy workforce development,
and our affiliated Career Access scholarship program has made this professional development



accessible to qualified individuals from lower income communities. 

Comments (optional)

Over this reporting period, the U.S. government has adopted policies that have stifled the
development of offshore wind.  This has resulted in a retraction of jobs and career opportunities
which has led to a significant drop off in registrants in our Offshore Wind Professional Certificate
courses in fall 2025.  CEE is making adjustments by stressing the skills covered in the curriculum
that are broadly applied to the clean energy sector and information about the global offshore wind
market.  CEE is also discussing new curricular offerings that cover clean energy more broadly and
for a wider range of student levels.

CEE is limited in its staff resources to serve the growing interest in rural municipalities in use our
Community Planning for Solar Toolkit.  CEE has hired a Municipal Clean Energy Educator in late
2025, and this staff help serve this need and to contribute to other activities. 

CEE completed a review of its website and provided updates to meet CAFE and UMass standards. 
We have made updates and revisions to many of our Fact Sheets targeted to the farm and
municipal sectors to reflect changes in state and federal policies and other issues. 

Over this reporting period, we have no publications or other products to report.
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