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In 2-3 sentences, briefly describe the issue or problem that your project addresses.

The UMass Extension 4-H Youth Development Program delivers hands on programming,
workshops, and experiential learning opportunities to youth ages 5-18 across Massachusetts,
including Cape Cod and the Islands. The program utilizes a network of resources ( UMass Center
for Agriculture, Food, and the Environment, screened 4-H volunteers, schools, and community
centers) to ensure that youth across the state have access to high quality programs to develop
skills and work force readiness competencies in the following academic/program areas: animal
science, agricultural science and economics, STEM ( including AI), food science, plant and soil
science, leadership development, and consumer and communication arts. UMass Extension 4-H
utilizes the 4-H Beyond Ready Logic Model to ensure quality programs and youth retention.

Briefly describe in non-technical terms how your major activities helped you
achieve, or make significant progress toward, the goals and objectives described in
your non-technical summary.

https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/organizations/131
https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/organizations/131
https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/projects/13893
https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/projects/13893


The UMass Extension 4-H Youth Development program operates on a hybrid model that utilizes in
person and virtual programs to reach constituents and provide quality youth development
programs. The hybrid program delivery model allowed us to engage youth in a variety of program
areas outlined in our goals.  Numbers indicate that a youth participated in at least 6 hours of
programming in a specific academic/program area. 

Animal Science: 3,536 youth 

STEM: 1,059 youth

Plant and Soil Science: 974 youth

Child Care and Development: 290 youth

Communication Arts: 225 youth

Leadership Development: 688 youth

Briefly describe how your target audience benefited from your project’s activities.

UMass Extension 4-H Youth Development’s target audiences are youth ages 5-8, enrolled in the 4-H
club program or the 4-H School and Community Partnership program.  A total of 5,148 youth ages
5-18 benefitted from 4-H programming provided by 4-H staff and 979 enrolled 4-H volunteers.  Club
programs served 1,513 youth and school and community partnership programs served 3,635
youth.

Briefly describe how the broader public benefited from your project's activities.

4-H and Agricultural fairs allow the general public to benefit from the knowledge and skills youth in
Massachusetts 4-H develop throughout the program year. UMass Extension 4-H participates in the
following fairs: Barnstable County Fair, the Marshfield Fair, Worcester County 4-H Fair, Middlesex
County 4-H Fair, Hampden County Youth Fair, Hampshire County 4-H Fair, and the Big E hosted by
Eastern States Exposition. 4-H members and 4-H volunteers set up hands on education displays
and activities designed to teach the general public about various STEM and Animal Science topics. 
At the Big E youth deliver public speeches and teach members of the general public how to deliver
a 3 minute speech.
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