
SPRING 2018 
W.E.B. Du Bois Department of 

Afro-American Studies 
 

 
Art by Nelson Stevens 

 
Undergraduate & Graduate 
Course Description Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
AFROAM 101. Introduction to Black Studies, 3 credits 
Instructor: Kiara Hill 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 a.m. 
Interdisciplinary introduction to the basic concepts and literature in the disciplines covered by Black Studies. Includes 
history, the social sciences, and humanities as well as conceptual frameworks for investigation and analysis of Black 
history and culture. 
 
AFROAM 118. Survey of Afro-American Literature II, 4 credits, (ALU) 
Professor Jimoh 
Lecture: MW 10:10–11:00 a.m. Discussion Sections: F 10:10 or F 11:15  
Introductory level survey of Afro-American literature from the Harlem Renaissance to the present, including DuBois, 
Hughes, Hurston, Wright, Ellison, Baldwin, Walker, Morrison, Baraka and Lorde.  
 
AFROAM 132. African-American History 1619-1860, 4 credits, (HSU) 
Instructor: C.J. Martin 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 p.m. 
The main aim of this course is to make you familiar with some of the most important developments and issues in 
African American history until the Civil War. We will focus on the black experience under slavery and the struggle 
for emancipation. Topics include the Atlantic slave trade, evolution of African American communities and culture, 
the free black community, the distinct experience of black women, and the black protest tradition. The format of the 
course is lecture supplemented by class discussions.    

AFROAM 133. African-American History: Civil War-1954, 4 credits, (HSU) 
Lecturer: Crystal Webster 
Lecture: MW 2:30-3:45 p.m. Discussion Sections: F 1:25 or F 2:30  
Major issues and actions from the beginning of the Civil War to the 1954 Supreme Court decision. Focus on political 
and social history: transition from slavery to emancipation and Reconstruction; the Age of Booker T. Washington; 
urban migrations, rise of the ghettoes; the ideologies and movements from integrationism to black nationalism.   
 
AFROAM 151. Literature & Culture, 4 credits, (ALU) 
Instructor: Kourtney Senquiz 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 p.m. 
Relevant forms of Black cultural expressions contributing to the shape and character of contemporary Black culture; 
the application of these in traditional Black writers. Includes West African cultural patterns and the Black past; the 
transition-slavery, the culture of survival; the cultural patterns through literature; and Black perceptions versus white 
perceptions.  
 
AFROAM 151. Literature & Culture, 4 credits, (ALU)  
Instructor: Nadia Alahmed    *On-line only. Contact: UMassulearn.edu to register.  
 
AFROAM 197B. Taste of Honey: Black Film in the 1950s, 1 credit 
Thursdays 6:00-8:30 p.m. 
Professor Bracey 
This course is a part of the Afro-American Studies department partnership with the Center for Multicultural 
Advancement and Student Success (CMASS) and the Malcolm X Cultural Center (MXCC) enrichment programming 
initiative. The purpose of this class is to raise awareness of and exposure to different cultural backgrounds that will 
enhance student personal development while promoting a better understanding of our diverse community.  This 
course will take you on an historical journey exploring the roles of African American men and women highlighting 
their contributions and struggles in the American movie industry. Students will learn about the ground breaking 
movies, roles and actors who helped pave the way for a future generation while breaking down racial barriers to tell 
the story of the African American experience. A selection of movies will explore a variety of topics such as, race, 



gender and stereotypes while reflecting on how these characteristics have been portrayed. We will introduce you to a 
sampling of movies made during the decades from the 1960s to the early 2000s.  
 
AFROAM 234. Literature of the Harlem Renaissance, 4 credits, (ALU) 
Professor Tracy 
Lecture:  MW 10:10-11 a.m. Discussion Sections: F 10:10 or F 11:15 
Exploration of the cultural explosion also termed the New Negro movement, from W.E.B. Du Bois through the early 
work of Richard Wright. Essays, poetry, and fiction, and the blues, jazz, and folklore of the time examined in terms of 
how Harlem Renaissance artists explored their spiritual and cultural roots, dealt with gender issues, sought artistic 
aesthetic and style adequate to reflect such concerns. Readings supplemented by contemporary recordings, visual art, 
and videos.  
 
AFROAM 252. Afro-American Image in American Writing, 3 credits 
Professor Smethurst 
TuTh 2:30-3:45 p.m. 
Examination of a representative sampling of poetry, prose and/or drama by American writers -- black and white, male 
and female -- depicting African-American characters and issues related directly to the lives of African 
Americans.  Texts chosen from the works of such authors as Jefferson, Poe, Stowe, Melville, Douglass, Delany, 
Dunbar, Eliot, Faulkner, Hurston, Wright, Baldwin, Styron, Baraka, and Morrison.  We will analyze and interpret 
material in light of issues of race, gender, class, politics, historical time frame, and artistic aesthetic, in order to 
characterize the depictions of African-Americans in the works, and to understand what those depictions reflect about 
individual writers, about segments of American society, and about American society as a whole. 
 
AFROAM 291E. Black Film in the 70s, 3 credits 
Professor D. Shabazz 
Tuesdays 2:30-5:00 p.m. 
This course focuses on the cinematic representations of African Americans in the 1970s, a crucial transitional era 
marked by the demise of racial segregation and the fulfillment of formal political and civil rights for Black Americans 
on the one hand, and the decline of the quality of life in urban centers and unprecedented rates of incarceration on the 
other.  How did 1970s filmmakers engage with and refute dominant cultural and Hollywood images of African 
Americans while crating a cinematic language specific to African American experiences?  Discussion topics include: 
“The Ghetto Aesthetic;” “Beyond Hollywood: African American Art Cinema;” “Interrogating Blaxploitation;” “Uses 
of Music;” “Gender Portrayals;” “The Black Hero.” 
 
AFROAM 297V. African American Television Studies, 3 credits 
Professor D. Shabazz 
Wednesdays 2:30-5:00 p.m. 
Media has played an important role in our society’s ever-evolving constructions of race, especially in the 20th and 
21st centuries. For African Americans, media representations typically involved exaggerated and negative depictions 
of black femininity and masculinity. This course will analyze and critique representations of African Americans in 
television genres—comedy, reality shows, dramas, and documentary / news–and explore the juxtaposition of external 
and internal representations of race and gender. Because African Americans created and attempted to sustain an 
advocacy television to project positive representations and to affirm and validate the existence and collective 
experiences of their race, African American counter-media production will be examined in this course. Guiding 
questions include: What are televisual representations of African Americans and what are the political and social 
implications of those representations? How do black and non-black audiences internalize these representations? What 
is African American media and who produces it?  Finally, we will analyze recent studies on Inclusion or Invisibility? 
Diversity in Entertainment that found just one-third of speaking characters were female (33.5%), despite the fact that 
women represent just over half the U.S. population. Just 28.3% of characters with dialogue were from non-white 
racial/ethnic groups, though such groups are nearly 40 percent of the U.S. population. 

 
 
 



AFROAM 344. Black Speculative Fiction, 3 credits 
Professor Rusert 
Mondays 4:00-6:30 p.m., NAH 302  
Examination of the development of black speculative fiction in the nineteenth and twentieth century, including 
science fiction, fantasy, gothic literature, magical realism, the detective novel, and/or related genres. Topics of 
discussion may include slavery and colonialism; diaspora; science, technology, and the environment; race and the 
paraliterary; utopianism and dystopianism; blackness and metaphysics; Afrofuturism. 
 
AFROAM 390D. Langston Hughes, 3 credits (ALU) 
Professor Tracy 
MWF 12:20-1:10 p.m. 
An intensive look at the life and work of Langston Hughes, encompassing his poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and 
drama.  We will examine the development of Hughes’s work from the 1920s to the 1960s, paying attention to 
historical and cultural developments that contributed to his vision, with particular emphasis on Hughes’s use of 
African American music in his works.  This honors course will require additional participation and a group 
presentation beyond normal course requirements.    
 
AFROAM 395F. Peer Leadership Development, 3 credits 
Instructor: Doris Clemmons 
Thursdays 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
This is the 1st part of a two-semester two-course sequence that is designed to prepare second and third-year students 
to mentor entering first year students. This course will help older students focus on developing leadership and 
outreach skills which will enable them to strengthen their own academic achievement as well as prepare them to help 
others.  This two-semester course sequence begins with upper class students in the spring semester; the course will 
prepare them to work with incoming new students in the subsequent fall semester. 
Topics will include racism, sexism, STDs, drugs in our society, male and female relationships, dropping out of 
school, stress management, and ALANAI leaders in the past and present. Students will be assigned an office space in 
order to interview potential 1st year students over the phone as part of the admission outreach program and to 
establish initial contact with their fall semester mentees who have accepted the offer of admission to the university. 

 
GRADUATE COURSE OFFERINGS 

 
AFROAM 591D. Comparative Black Politics in the Americas, 3 credits     (Undergrad/Grad) 
Professor Lao-Montes 
Thursdays 4:00-6:30 p.m., NAH 302 
The current global crisis that include not only economic malaise but also a rise in political authoritarianism and 
policing by states, had widened social and racial inequalities and hence racial and sexual violence. In this world-
historical context there has been an emergence of Black movements across the Americas. This course will study 
Black movements in Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, the United States and Venezuela, looking at their particularities and 
differences as well as their similarities and relationships. The class will offer a historical perspective while focusing 
on contemporary Black movements. 

AFROAM 597B. Black Springfield Matters: An Introduction to New Afrikan Urban Studies, 3 credits    
(Undergrad/Grad) 
Professor D. Shabazz 
Tuesdays 11:30-2:00 p.m., NAH 302 
This course will acquaint you with a variety of disciplinary tools for studying African American life in the imaginary 
community of Urban America (aka The Inner-city). Springfield, Massachusetts, our urban neighbor just 25 miles 
away, will provide us with a landing point starting with a broad survey of the city’s history followed by an 
exploration of its existence today as a multicultural community, and a regional center for banking, finance, and 
courts. The course partners with Springfield’s Pan African Historical Museum USA, to create a community-engaged 
research, service learning opportunity (on the CESL list of approved courses related to the "Civic Engagement & 
Public Service" (CEPS) certificate). 



AFROAM 597E. Dalits and African Americans, 3 credits    (Undergrad/Grad) 
Mondays 11:15 -1:45 p.m., NAH 302 
Professor A. Shabazz 
The purpose of this seminar is to begin to explore similarities, differences, connections and convergences between the 
Dalit population of India and African Americans in the United States. We will read short histories of both peoples, 
studies that focus on examples of historic interactions, and studies comparing leading figures of both groups. Most of 
the reading will center on the 20th century i.e. India during the periods of colonization, anti-colonization, and 
independence; and on African Americans from emancipation to the end of legal segregation. There is a rich and 
rapidly growing scholarship on these topics so view this seminar as an opening to a complex and important topic. 
Good books to read, discussion format, class presentation on one of the books, final paper. 
 
AFROAM 597M. Third World Marxism, 3 credits     (Undergrad/Grad) 
Professors Bracey and Lao-Montes 
Wednesdays 6:00–8:30 p.m., NAH 311 
This seminar has two goals first, to introduce students to the views of Karl Marx on non-European societies, and 
second to explore how Marx's general theories have been adopted and modified to address the circumstances of non-
white peoples. The primary focus will be on writings produced in the western hemisphere by African Americans such 
as W.E.B. Du Bois, Cedric Robinson, Angela Davis and Harold Cruse; West Indians such as C.L.R. James, Sylvia 
Wynter, and Walter Rodney. We also will include writings by influential Latin American marxists such as Jose 
Carlos Mariategui. For the sake of comparison, some attention will be given to the development of marxist traditions 
in China and in Africa. This will be a reading seminar with heavy emphasis on class participation, including the 
leading of at least one class discussion.  

AFROAM 692A. Literary Theory, 4 credits 
Professor Rusert 
Tuesdays 11:30-2:00 p.m., NAH 309 
This course will take up literary theory since 1965 and how it has influenced the study of African American literature 
and culture.  The idea here is not to be comprehensive, but rather, to use the term popular a few years back, to stage a 
series of interventions into the sometimes troubled relationship between “high” theory and its successors and African 
American Studies. Our task will not simply be to examine different “schools” of critical theory, but to consider how 
theory has informed and challenged African American literary studies and vice versa.  We will also seek to historicize 
various critical moments or movements rather than simply view them as pieces of an intellectual toolbox. 

AFROAM 692J. African American Literary Movements, 4 credits  
Professor Jimoh 
Tuesdays 4:00-6:30 p.m., NAH 309 
The New Negro Harlem Renaissance writers (1920s), the Chicago Writers (1930s and 1940s), the Black Arts and 
Aesthetics Movement writers (1960s and 1970s), and Black Womanist/Gender issues writers (1980s) mark four 
distinct periods of heightened literary production among African American writers. Participants in this course will 
investigate formative themes and concepts (protest/social literature, Pan-Africanism, uplift, Black aesthetic, among 
others.) that have shaped these movements and will examine the cross-talk—shared concepts, ideas, and ideals—that 
gives these movements as well as twentieth-century African American literature certain recognizable features that 
have been shaped and reshaped over time. 

AFROAM 692V. Topics in Black Women’s History, 4 credits 
Professor Parker 
Thursdays 11:30-2:00 p.m., NAH 309 
This graduate seminar will explore African American women’s lives from slavery to the present.  It will pay special 
attention to the convergence of race, gender, class, and sexuality in shaping black female experiences.  Topics we will 
consider include, but are not limited to, motherhood, work (and lack of work), leisure, activism, sex, and 
violence.  We will be reading canonical texts and some of the latest scholarship on the lives and labors of African 
American women.  

AFROAM 701-702. Major Works in Afro-American Studies I and II, 9 credits 
*Open to Afro-American Studies M.A. and Ph.D. Students Only. 


