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AFROAM 702: Major Works in Afro-American Studies   
MW 4:00-6:30 pm | Spring 2022 

Course Coordinators:  
Yemisi Jimoh, jimoh@afroam.umass.edu & Amilcar Shabazz, shabazz@umass.edu  

 
OVERVIEW 
This two-semester course is an intensive introduction to key texts and ideas in Africana Studies. 
Beginning as Afro-American or Black Studies in the mid-1960s and early 1970s, our discipline was 
an outgrowth of the Civil Rights Movement (specifically, the second-phase of the student 
movement) and the Black Power Movement. It aims to provide accurate accounts of African 
American history, politics, literature, and culture. As such, this course is divided along two tracks 
and proceeds chronologically to survey “major works” in African American history, prose and 
poetry, and selected titles on black music, politics, and sociology. The first semester—Major Works 
I—begins with the exploitation of Africa by European colonial powers and then considers the 
institution of American slavery and freedom through the turn of the twentieth century. Major Work 
II picks up with the mass migration of African Americans to northern and western cities, traverses 
the Civil Rights and Black Power Movements, and concludes with African American life in the 
twenty-first century. Major Works does not intend to be comprehensive; instead, it seeks to provide 
students with a solid foundation for future coursework, research, and teaching in the field. Also, as a 
team-taught course, Major Works gives students the opportunity to meet and learn from all of the 
department faculty in their first year of study. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the course, students should: 

• Be able to describe the origins and development of African American literature as well as its 
major themes, tropes, and styles 

• Have a sense of black literary, musical, and cultural movements as they developed and 
changed over time 

• Understand how and why writers deploy different genres to different purposes 
• Have mastered the close reading of texts and are able to demonstrate this skill in class 

discussions and in literature and culture papers 
• Articulate an understanding of the origins and dimensions of African American history and 

experiences 
• Evaluate historical arguments, biases, and contexts of secondary sources in order to see what 

they reveal about past and contemporary events 
• Appraise and value the complex relationship between past and present efforts to build and 

sustain African American life and communities and challenge racial discrimination and 
segregation  

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
This is a discussion-based seminar that depends on active reading and engaged contributions from 
students. Usually, the instructor will provide important background information or offer preliminary 
questions and ideas for discussion at the beginning of class. Class conversations should focus on the 
text assigned for that day in discussion but may also reflect on earlier readings with the aim of 
synthesizing conversations and brainstorming paper topics. 
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EXPECTATIONS 
• Careful and thorough reading for each class; annotating (marking up) texts and taking notes 

on the reading. Prof. John Bracey, at the beginning of the Major Works course offered some 
notes still worth reading. See our blog for “How to Read an Historical Monograph” at 
https://blogs.umass.edu/wbdubois/2017/11/30/how-to-read-an-historical-monograph/  

• Arriving to each class prepared to discuss the assigned reading 
• Active and engaged class participation 
• The completion of a series of essays throughout the semester. See below for more 

information. 
• In addition to completing work for class, students are expected to attend department events, 

workshops, and other programs that happen throughout the year. This is an important part 
of your graduate education: attending lectures; getting involved; and learning about Black 
Studies from programming and other events happening outside of Major Works.  While 
there may be times when you are unable to make a departmental event, we expect to see you 
on a regular basis.* 

 
PAPER GUIDELINES AND DEADLINES 
Throughout the semester, you will write [5] papers: [3] literature and culture papers, rooted in textual 
analysis; and 2 history papers, rooted in historiography and historical analysis. 
 
Guidelines for Lit and Culture Papers: 

• Write a 5-7 page synthesis paper (in a readable 12-point font) that makes a compelling 
argument about the literary texts we have read in the preceding cluster of literature and 
culture classes. In addition to having a compelling thesis and framework through which to 
understand a group of texts, these papers should be rooted in careful analysis of the texts 
themselves. This is what literary scholars call close reading, and it is what we practice in the 
literature and culture sessions of Major Works 

• Paper should be double-spaced, in a readable 12-point font  
• Paper should include a Works Cited Page following MLA Style Guidelines. In-text citations 

should also follow MLA guidelines:  https://style.mla.org/mla-format/  
• Paper can provide a bit of historical contextualization, but your focus should be on the text 

as your primary source and on analyzing it in relation to the argument you are making 
• Paper should include at least two (2) genres (i.e. narrative, poetry, drama, essay/non-fiction 

other than autobiographical narratives) and at least three (3) writers 

In grading, faculty will be looking for: 
• A focused argument that guides the discussion in an analytical direction and that synthesizes 

the texts in a way that is clear and compelling 
• Quality of content (i.e. suitably analytical, avoiding mere summary and comment; relevant 

and succinct quotations from literary texts; avoiding long quotations) 
• Informed, when relevant to the topic, by knowledge of history, politics, and culture in 

African American studies 
 
Guidelines for History and Politics papers: 

• Write a historiographical essay of 5-7 pages (in 12-point font, Times or Times New Roman) 
using the assigned readings. When preparing your historiographical essay, make sure to select 
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a topic that allows you to draw connections and comparisons across the texts. Whatever 
topic you choose, make sure to venture an original argument and place your texts in their 
appropriate historiographical context(s).  Examples of historiographical essays may be found 
in the Journal of African American History, American Historical Review and other academic journals 

• Present each book’s argument, underlying assumptions, and analytical methods 
• Consider the sources and evidence each author employs 
• Be sure to critique the texts.  However, you should critique them within the confines of the 

authors’ stated purpose(s).  
• Discuss who are these scholars in discussion, where do they agree and disagree with existing 

scholarship, and how do they use their works to construct and defend their own argument 
• When you find that scholars are not openly in discussion with one another, place them in 

discussion with one another.  Ask yourself what is gained or lost in reading books x, y, and z 
together? 

• Interrogate the importance of the books to your particular argument and the field more 
broadly.  In other words, what does the book(s) contribute to our historical understanding of 
a specific subject, era, moment, etc.? 
 

All papers should be uploaded to Moodle, using the appropriate links. After submission on Moodle, 
you will receive feedback from all of the track faculty. We expect that you will turn these papers in 
on time throughout the term. Late papers make it difficult for faculty to coordinate comments and 
they can also put you in danger of falling behind on the next paper. You should feel free to contact 
any faculty member directly to discuss your paper and/or progress.  
 

Assignments must be completed by deadline. 
 
The	Literature	and	Culture	section	papers	are	due	on	Moodle	(with	assessments	by	
professors	Jimoh,	Tracy,	et	al):	February	8,	March	11,	and	May	9.		
	
The History and Politics section papers are due to Professor Shabazz on Moodle (with review by 
Shabazz and Losier, et al):  February 18 and April 19	
 
CONTACTS AND QUESTIONS 
Students are encouraged to contact any faculty member teaching Major Works throughout the 
semester. You may want to talk to a particular faculty member about comments they made on your 
paper, or you may want to speak with one or more faculty as you brainstorm and draft your papers. 
Faculty are happy to meet with you at any point during the year. Questions about papers or track-
related issues can be addressed to the literature & culture or history & politics faculty advisors. 
Questions or concerns about the course should be addressed to the course coordinators and/or 
Amilcar Shabazz, Graduate Director (GPD) in 330 New Africa House, (413) 545-2751 or -5018.  
 
POLICIES  
Attendance:  Regular attendance and participation in class is fundamental.  You must come to class 
having conducted a careful reading of the texts and prepared with questions/thoughts & comments 
on the readings.  Only in exceptional cases, should you miss class. Even then, however, you MUST notify the 
course coordinator. Academic Regulations can be found on the University Registrar website at the 
following link, http://www.umass.edu/registrar/sites/default/files/academicregs.pdf. 
 



	 4	

University Policy on Class Absence for Religious Observances:  State law requires that the 
University excuse any student who is unable to attend classes or participate in any examination, 
study, or work requirement because of religious observance, and allow students the right to make up 
such examination, study, or work requirement without any adverse or prejudicial effects. The law 
also provides that such makeup work may not create an unreasonable burden upon the University. 
Students have an obligation to inform their course instructors, in advance, of the days on which they 
will be absent for religious reasons. Students should inform their course instructors in writing of the 
days they will be absent as early in the semester as possible and always prior to the day(s) on which 
they will be absent for religious reasons. Instructors, if they feel that it is important for course 
planning, have the right to require students to provide a written list of such days within one full 
calendar week after students' enrollment in the course, provided that the instructors list this 
requirement and deadline on the course outline or other handouts. For further information on class 
absence and major days of religious observance, consult the Campus Policy on Class Absence for 
Religious Observances Web page (http://www.umass.edu/umhome/events/religious.php). 
 
Academic Honesty Policy Statement: Since the integrity of the academic enterprise of any 
institution of higher education requires honesty in scholarship and research, academic honesty is 
required of all students at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Academic dishonesty is 
prohibited in all programs of the University. Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: 
cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and facilitating dishonesty. Appropriate sanctions may be imposed 
on any student who has committed an act of academic dishonesty. Instructors should take 
reasonable steps to address academic misconduct. Any person who has reason to believe that a 
student has committed academic dishonesty should bring such information to the attention of the 
appropriate course instructor as soon as possible. Instances of academic dishonesty not related to a 
specific course should be brought to the attention of the appropriate department Head or Chair. 
The procedures outlined below are intended to provide an efficient and orderly process by which 
action may be taken if it appears that academic dishonesty has occurred and by which students may 
appeal such actions.  
 
Since students are expected to be familiar with this policy and the commonly accepted standards of 
academic integrity, ignorance of such standards is not normally sufficient evidence of lack of intent.  
For more information about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please see the Dean of Students’ 
website: http://umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/ and see our Academic 
Honesty Policy at http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/#policy. 

Disability Statement on Accommodations and Access:  The University of Massachusetts is 
committed to providing an equal educational opportunity for all students. If you have a physical, 
psychological, or learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS), Learning Disabilities 
Support Services (LDSS), or Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you are eligible for 
reasonable academic accommodations to help you succeed in this course.  If you have a documented 
disability that requires an accommodation, please notify the course organizer/GPD at your earliest 
convenience. Please also have your documentation from Disability Services emailed to the course coordinators. 
 
From the DS website: “Disability Services at UMass Amherst is committed to full access for all 
persons at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and embraces the philosophies of diversity and 
multiculturalism. Direct services are provided for all types of disability. Disability Services also 
provides information and referral on issues of accessibility, as well as training and staff development 
to the University community.” 
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If you feel that you would benefit from accommodations, contact Disability Services: 161 Whitmore, 
Phone (V/TTY): 413.545.0892. More information on registering with Disability Services here: 
http://www.umass.edu/disability/students 
 
Moodle: Class materials (readings, assignments, and syllabus) will be made available via the course 
website on Moodle. Enrollment in the course should automatically give you access to the Moodle site. 
Check frequently for new announcements. If you have trouble accessing the course website, please  
contact the GPD or a course coordinator as soon as possible. 
 
Class Etiquette:  Please make every effort to arrive on time to class. In zoom keep your audio 
muted until talking but keep your video on. Please note that peer-reviewed research has shown that 
students perform better in courses when they take notes by hand rather than on laptops. See: 
http://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/attention-students-put-your-laptops-away & 
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/ 
 
Names and Pronouns: As an institution that is committed to inclusion, we have adopted a policy 
effective June 1, 2018, where students are now able to go into SPIRE and indicate their pronouns.  
The student’s selected pronouns will also appear on class rosters. For more information & suggested 
resources/assistance please visit https://www.umass.edu/stonewall/pronouns. Being addressed 
how you want to be addressed is important. Please let us know the correct pronunciation of your 
name or if your preferred name is different than the name you are registered under. Also, if you have 
preferred gender pronouns that correspond to your gender identity not on Spire, please let us know.   
 
The Sankofa Principle in Action  
“The function of the university is not simply to teach breadwinning, or to furnish teachers for the 
public schools, or to be a center of polite society; it is, above all, to be the organ of that fine 
adjustment between real life and the growing knowledge of life, an adjustment which forms the 
secret of civilization.” In keeping with W. E. B. Du Bois’ observation, let us commit ourselves to 
providing an atmosphere of learning that is representative and embracing of that injunction. 
 
*EVENTS REQUIRING ATTENDANCE BY FIRST-YEAR GRADUATE STUDENTS   

• Five College African American Studies Workshop Series, dates TBA 
• An Evening with Du Bois Department event, date TBA (Black History Month) 
• 46th Annual National Council for Black Studies Conference, Theme: “Our Sisters Spoke 

Up: Women, Gender and Sexuality in Africana Studies” in Honor of Dr. Bertha Maxwell 
Roddey, NCBS Co-founder and First President, 2/24-26/2022  https://ncbsonline.org/  

• FYI: Registration begins for Fall 2022 on Monday, April 11th  
• FYI: Final grades due by Midnight, Thursday, May 19th  

https://www.umass.edu/registrar/calendars/academic-calendar#spring2022  
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AFRO-AM 702        SPRING 2022  
MW 4:00-6:30 p.m.      Room 309, New Africa House 
	

MAJOR WORKS IN AFRO-AMERICAN STUDIES II SCHEDULE, JAN. 26-MAY 9  
Date Prof.	 Reading	

Wed,	Jan	26	 Jimoh	 Harlem	Renaissance	Poetry	and	Essays,	in	Patton	&	Honey,	Double-Take:	A	
Revisionist	Harlem	Renaissance	Anthology	

Mon,	Jan	31	 Jimoh	 Jean	Toomer,	Cane	
Wed,	Feb	2	 Jimoh	 Zora	Neale	Hurston,	Their	Eyes	Were	Watching	God	
Mon,	Feb	7	 Losier	 J.	Grossman,	Land	of	Hope:	Chicago	Black	Southerners	&	the	Great	Migration	
Tue,	Feb	8	 	 Literature	and	Culture	Paper	Due	
Wed,	Feb	9	 Shabazz	 Robin	D.	G.	Kelley,	Hammer	and	Hoe	
Mon,	Feb	14	 Losier	 Martha	Biondi,	To	Stand	&	Fight:	The	Struggle	for	Civil	Rights	in	Postwar	NYC	
Wed,	Feb	16	 Jimoh	 Richard	Wright,	Native	Son	
Fri,	Feb	18		 	 History	and	Politics	Paper	Due	
February	21	 	 UMass	Holiday	(Monday	class	schedule	will	be	followed	on	Tues.,	2/22)	
Tue,	Feb	22	 Jimoh	 Ann	Petry,	The	Street	
Wed,	Feb	23	 Jimoh	 Gwendolyn	Brooks,	poetry	selections	(in	Blacks)	
Mon,	Feb	28	 Jimoh	 Mellonee	Burnim	&	Portia	Maultsby,	Issues	in	African	American	Music	
Wed,	Mar	2	 Jimoh	 Ralph	Ellison,	Invisible	Man	
Mon,	Mar	7	 Jimoh	 Lorraine	Hansberry,	A	Raisin	in	the	Sun	
Wed,	Mar	9	 Shabazz	 Gerald	Horne,	Race	Woman:	The	Lives	of	Shirley	Graham	Du	Bois	
Fri,	Mar	11	 	 Literature	and	Culture	Paper	Due	
March	13-20	 	 Spring	Recess	
Mon,	Mar	21	 Shabazz Charles	Payne,	I’ve	Got	the	Light	of	Freedom	
Wed,	Mar	23	 Shabazz	 Akinyele	Umoja,	We	Will	Shoot	Back	(with	Prof.	Umoja,	if	available)	
Mon,	Mar	28	 Shabazz	 Alex	Haley,	Autobiography	of	Malcolm	X	
Wed,	Mar	30	 Losier	 Danielle	McGuire,	At	the	Dark	End	of	the	Street	
Mon,	Apr	4	 Losier	 Peniel	Joseph,	Waiting	‘Til	the	Midnight	Hour	
Wed,	Apr	6	 Shabazz	 Donna	Murch,	Living	for	the	City	(with	Prof.	Allen	or	Losier,	if	available)	
Mon,	Apr	11	 Shabazz	 N.	P.	Singh,	Black	Is	a	Country	(with	Prof.	Lao-Montes,	if	available)	
Wed,	Apr	13	 Losier	 Alexander,	The	New	Jim	Crow:	Mass	Incarceration	in	the	Age	of	Color	Blindness	
April	18	 	 UMass	Holiday	(Monday	class	schedule	to	be	followed	on	Wedn.,	4/20)	
Tue,	Apr	19	 	 History	and	Politics	Paper	Due	
Wed,	Apr	20	 Jimoh	 James	Baldwin,	Going	to	Meet	the	Man	&	The	Fire	Next	Time	
Mon,	Apr	25	 Jimoh	 Bracey/Sanchez/Smethurst,	SOS:	Calling	All	Black	People	(+	files	on	Moodle)	
Wed,	Apr	27	 Jimoh	 Sherley	Anne	Williams,	Dessa	Rose	
Mon,	May	2	 Jimoh	 Toni	Morrison,	Paradise	
Wed,	May	4	 Jimoh	 Paul	Beaty,	The	Sellout		
Mon,	May	9	 	 Literature	and	Culture	Paper	Due	

 


