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O U have possibly passed

Theatreland’s Hospital many
times without giving a thought for
the patients who occupy the 300
beds there. Do you also realise
that over 100,000 Casualties are
attended to at the Hospital every
year !

YOU can help them, if you will!

A donation sent to :—

PHILIP INMAN, Esq.,
House Governor,
CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL,

London, W.C.2

will be gratefully acknowledged.

AD.—A



300 LAUGHS

“I LIVED WITH YOU™

with

IVOR NOVELLO

and

URSULA JEANS

at the

SHAFTESBURY THEATRE

NIGHTLY 8.30
Matinees—TUESDAY and THURSDAY, at 8.30
Box Office—GERRARD 6666

“ Audaciously Funny.”—SuUNDAY EXPRESs
“ Fine Acting.” —STAR
“ Lines that shake the House with Merriment.”—T1mES
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SOME INTERVAL READING MATTER

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NEGLECTED
THEIR CLASSICAL STUDIES

PARIS AND HELEN

The story of Paris and Helen of Troy is, perhars. the oldest love story
we know. It has as much title to be called a *“ truc’ story as many of the
accepted anecdotes of English history. Helen ran away with Paris about the
12th Century B.C., but she is as real as Cleopatra or Queen Anne, and much
more interesting.

THE GODS

We must not claim tke same measure of ‘‘ reality > for the Greek gods as
we do for the Greeks, though, to those naughty pagans, they were no doubt as
real as themselves.

There were twelve great gods, all having different functions or hobbies;
and to make things as confusing as possible for posterity, the ancient Greeks
(who came first) and the ancient Romans had different names for the same
gods. The Greek Zeus (King of the Gods) was the Roman Jupiter (or Jove);
Hera became the Roman Juno, Aphrodite—Venus, Hermes—Mercury, Athene
—Minerva. In this version only the Roman names are used, because they
are more familiar to us, and as a rule, are easier to sing. All the gods lived
on Mount Olympus in Thessaly, whose lofty summit penetrated through the
clouds into Heaven itself. For the earnest student parallel lists of the divine
Cabinets arc appended (with Departments) :—

Greek Roman Department

Zeus ... Jupiter ...  President

Poseidon ... Neptune ... Sea Affairs

Apollo ... Apollo ... Sunshine, Plagues, Manly Beauty, &c.
Ares ... Mars ... War

Hermes ... Mercury ... Communications

Hephaestus Vulcan ...  Fire, Blacksmiths, &c.

Hestia ... Vesta ... The Hearth

Demeter ... Ceres ... Agriculture, Family Life
Hera ... Juno ...  Wife of Jupiter

Athere ... Minerva ... The Arts, War, &c.

Artemis ... Diana ...  Hunting, Sudden Deaths, &c.
Aphrodite ...  Venus ...  Love and Beauty

ATTITUDE TO MORTALS

The “ classical > gods, like later deities, took a great and active interest
in the affairs of men and women, but, unlike their successors, they did not
pretend to be mainly interested in the welfare, or even the virtue, of the human
race. They were sadly human themselves; they had favourites among the
mortals, there were mortals they disliked, and these they annoyed or injured
whenever they could; and their moral influence was at least as often directed
o leading mortals into wrong as to putting them right.

BEHAVIOUR IN WAR-TIME

They deliberately provoked battle and strife—and then they took sides.
They were poor sportsmen. The warrior of those times had not only to
contend against his mortal opponent; he was often thwarted in the hour of




THE
NEW

M<MICHAEL
DUPLEX FOUR

PRICE |7 GNS.

Including all Equipment and Royalties)

HIRE PURCHASE ARRANGED

A Few

Outstanding Features. | |

bc.sxsch"e uMpilPillltﬁlfAEL Standard
I. Reliability.
l{hfhff’:;’:;:agggjg 2. Appearance.
scale hﬂfslﬁﬁsfgfgf 3. Performance.
4. Selectivity.
5. Economy of Batteries.
6. Ease of Control.

H.M. THE KING
USES
McMICHAEL PORTABLES

M“MICHAEL

[t st Supreme in the world | o

to: Showrooms :
Wexham Of L " lTEleSS 179,
Road, Strand,

Ask your local dealer for a demonstration or call

Slough

W.C.2

at our London Showrooms without obligation




victory by some unfair and unexpected act of intervention by one of the gods.
Juno and Minerva were so angrv with Paris for giving the Golden Apple to
Venus that in the Trojan War they took the side of the Greeks and were always
urging Jupiter to do, or doing themselves, some dirty trick on the Trcjans.
Venus, equally unscrupulous, looked after Troy, especially Paris

Menelaus, in his single combat with Paris, seized his opponent by the
helmet and dragged him towards the host of the Greeks. The Trojans, having
agreed to a truce, honourably looked on, ‘ and truly,” says Homer, “ Menelaus
had taken him ... .’ But Venus, who never went to a public school,
stepped in. ‘‘ She loosed the strap that was beneath the chin, and the helmet
came off in his hand.” And when Menelaus charged again Venus snatched
Paris away, covered him with a silver mist, and put him down in his own
chamber in Troy .

Then Minérva took a hand. Minerva wanted Troy to perish, so she took
the shape of a man called Laodocus, and in this shape she persuaded Pandarus
to shoot an arrow at Menelaus, thus making the Greeks think that the Trojans
had wantonly broken the truce. And so on.

The Emperor William, it was said, used to apply for this kind of
intervention in the Great War; and there have been times in European history
when several warring nations were confidently praying to the same divine
protector for victory. So we must not laugh too much at the Greeks; it was
at least more logical for enemy countries to pray to different gods.

LOVE

All was unfair, in love as in war; and life was as confusing for women as
for the warrior. The habits of Jupiter, in particular, must have been a constant
source of anxiety to the mothers of young girls. Jupiter, though god of
thunder, lightning and storm. had a very tender side to his nature; not content
with being the father of heaven he insisted on becoming the father of mortals
as well; and with this benevclent purpose he made frequent expeditions to
the cities of men.

JUPITER’S QUEER WAYS

Several of Jupiter’s amorous adventures have an odd commeon feature.
He rarely represented himself to a lady in the shape of man. Perhaps he
argued that the ladies would welcome variety; perhaps his own tastes were
various; certainly some of his disguises were original. He came to one lady
in the shape of a shower of gold; and he seems to have had a fixed idea that
by assuming the likeness of animals he would attract the ladies more and public
attention less. Europa and her maidens were sporting on the sea-shore (in
Pheenicia) when a large bull came along. Europa incautiously jumped on the
bull’s back, and the bull swam out to sea and made off to Crete with the lady,
who had three fine children. Jupiter, of course. The ladies of those days
had to think twice before they fed the goldfish or patted a horse. In the strange
case of Leda, as we all know, the chosen creature was a swan. But it is not
generally known that T.eda gave birth to two fine eggs, one of which hatched
out into Helen of Sparta.

HELEN

Much might be forgiven to a girl who had such an unconventional origin.
But Helen seems to have been a healthy, normal person, and was much sought
after in her youth. Theseus sought after her, and Ulysses, and Achilles, they
said, and one or two more. She could not, naturally, have a father’s watchful
care; her mother, perhaps, felt a difficulty about lecturing the girl; and it
may be that she took after both of them. At last she married Menelaus, we
wonder why; the story is that she chose him from a hundred suitors—and
we wonder more.

PARIS

Then the gods began their tricks. Eris, Goddess of Discord, was the
only god not invited to the wedding of Peleus and Thetis. Enraged by the
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slight, Eris threw a golden apple among the guests, with the inscription *“ To
the fairest . . . .”” Juno, Minerva and Venus each claimed the apple for
herself, and there was a scene. Jupiter then ordered Mercury, the divine
Messenger, to take the three of them to Mount Ida and tell Paris, the beautiful
shepherd, to settle the dispute. Jupiter, no doubt, thought that after some
months of sheep, Paris would bring a fresh mind to the appreciation of female
beauty. Paris was not a real shepherd, but the son of Priam, King of Troy;
and why he was tencling sheep on Mount Ida is too long a story to tell properly
here. Normally, no doubt, as a well-bred Prince, he would have admired most
the ripe matron Juno, or the intellectual and war-like Minerva; but Venus
took a mean advantage of a man long severed from feminine society; Venus
had the apple and Paris was in trouble for the rest of his life.

THE WAR

Venus promised Paris not power (Juno’s bribe), not feats of arms and
works of art (Minerva’s), but, simply and shamelessly, the most beautiful
woman on earth for his own. And, having done that, she sent him across
the sea to Sparta, where Helen lived, the wife of Sparta’s King.

What would have happened if Paris had been really a shepherd, and not
a Prince? Nothing, probably; at least nothing would have been published;
for the Greeks were snobs. But Paris was a Prince, Helen loved him, and
we%t with him, we suggest (for she was her father’s daughter), quite willingly
to Troy.

The story of “La Belle Hélene,” as told by Mm. Meilhac and Halévy
in their fine libretto, ended at this point—ended, that is, just where the real
importance of Helen began. Other young wives have run away with fascinating
young men; but Helen is the only woman in history who was important and
charming enough to cause a ten years’ war by that proceeding. Perhaps, as
Agamemnon hints, a beautiful woman is as good a reason for having a war as
any other; but the ten years need some explaining away. We can understand
the Greeks going after Helen; but what is more remarkable is the Trojans’
refusal to give her up, though they disliked Paris, we are told, and probably
did not much enjoy the last few years of the siege. She must have had charm.

Those dull dogs who delight in turning the romantic into the dingy may
tell you that the stealing of Helen ‘““ probably represents in fact an act of
piracy,” or some such nonsense. Do not believe them. Revenge for an act
of piracy does not explain the ten years any better than Helen. We prefer to
believe that there was a ten years’ war and that it was all about Helen; and
we believe in this so much that we have taken the liberty of adding a new Third
Act about it, though we do not pretend to do more than faintly scribble the
outlines of the story.

GEOGRAPHY, &c.

Ancient * Greece ” was like a miniature pre-war Europe. a number of
small States, each with its private King, and generally at war with somebody
or other. “ Trouble in the Balkans >> was not an invention of modern times.

Agamemnon was King of Mycenae and more or less ran them all;
Menelaus, his brother, was King of Sparta; Achilles ruled the Myrmidens in
Thessaly, Ajax 1. Salamis, and Ajax II. the Locrians.

Troy was North-East, by the Hellespont (or the Dardanelles). Our troops
on the Gallipoli Peninsula looked across the Dardanelles to the Plain of Troy.

If you imagine all the Kings of ancient Britain collecting their fleets, sailing
across the North Sea and besieging Stockholm for ten years, with very hot
weather in the summer and very cold weather in the winter, you will form
some idea of Helen’s charm.

MENELAUS.

And now we see that we have scarcely mentioned Menelaus. Poor
Menelaus ! That was always his trouble.
A.P.H.







