Englwrit 112 – College Writing

Detailed Teacher’s Calendar with Suggested Plans & Activities

Monday/Wednesday:  FALL 2009

	
	Introduction to Course
	

	Week 1
	
	

	Wed. 9/9

(first day of class)
	Goals:

· Begin getting to know one another & building together a community of writers.

· Introduce writing as a diverse, complex, but accessible activity.

· Introduce course syllabus, esp. the different units, the similar processes undertaken in each, and the overall trajectory of the semester.

Class Activities: 

· Briefly introduce self and course.

· Have class members introduce each other (“Interview Exercise”) & reflect on that activity.

· Have students write about the kinds of texts they read and write in their lives: What do those texts have in common? How are they different? What processes do they use as readers & writers? When/where/how did they learn them? How do they evaluate their own & others’ texts?


	· Share examples of texts, processes, and criteria on board.

· Begin generating together some key terms for talking about reading and writing.

· Distribute and go over course syllabus & calendar, connecting to discussion above.

· Introduce course textbooks: Other Words (OW), Student Anthology (SA), and Penguin Handbook (PH)

Homework(due next meeting)

· Read Introduction to Other Words.

· Read 2-3 texts from the Student Anthology (assign or have students choose on their own; use texts from different parts of book, showing diversity of college writing)

· Read Penguin Handbook, Intro. & Ch. 1: Think as a Writer.



	
	Unit I: Inquiring into Self
	

	Week 2
	
	

	Mon. 9/14
	Goals:

· Begin work on Unit I essay. Establish routine of regular in-class writing, whole-class discussion, small-group workshopping, indiv. & group reflection, and use of shared texts (OW, SA, PH).

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Discuss OW & PH intro’s: focus on rhetorical triangle (esp. purpose, audience, & situation).

· Connect SA texts to OW and PH intro’s, as well as to students’ own experiences.

· Revisit Tuesday’s discussion of course syllabus & calendar, now focused on Unit I timeline.

· Introduce Writer’s Notebook and the idea of low-stakes, frequent, informal writing.

· Begin generative writing exercises for Unit I in Writer’s Notebook.


	· Introduce Inquiring into Self assignment (“Contexts that Make Me,” “Self as Writer,” “Self in Contradiction,” “Blowing Things Into Proportion,” or “My Self in Words”).

· In-class, begin together 1st reading from Other Words. Through writing and discussion, connect to Unit I assignment.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Assign 1st & 2nd readings from Other Words, essays appropriate to your Unit I assignment. (See recommended readings by assignment.)

· Write reactions to both, using “Reading for Self.”



	Wed. 9/16
	Goals:

· Help students see how brainstorming, reading of others’ texts, and their own informal writing can prompt ideas for an original essay.

· Introduce DRAFTING and set stage for initial draft of Unit I essay, due Mon.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Discuss 1st & 2nd readings (OW) and students’ responses to “Reading for Self.”

· In Writer’s Notebook, do “Hierarchy of Influences,” or “Spinning Out an Inquiry” for one of the readings. Discuss results together or in small groups.

· In-class, read 3rd essay (or part of an essay) from Other Words, one short enough for this purpose. Complete “Analyzing Stylistic Choices.”


	· Do reflective writing to develop ideas for Unit I essay (what topics might I pursue? which is most promising? how will it help me “understand myself”? what purposes might it serve for my readers?).

· Have students share their ideas in pairs to help them select topic for essay.

· On board, generate topics for Unit I essay.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Read PH, chs. 2-3, 7: Plan and Draft, Compose Paragraphs, & Write to Reflect; preview in class.

· Write initial draft of Unit I. Print two copies and bring both to class on Mon.



	Week 3
	
	

	Mon. 9/21 (last day to add or drop the class with no record)
	Goals:

· Introduce concept and practice of REVISION; help students see their work as always in-process, open to re-seeing and improvement.

· Prepare for peer response activity Tue.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Draft of Inquiring into Self essay due (two copies). Collect one copy for teacher response. (Teachers: return with comments by Mon.!)

· In class, read PH, ch. 3f: effective beginnings & endings; have students reflect in writing on how their beginnings & endings might be revised.

· Then, read 2-3 Student Anthology essays (Unit I) and discuss in terms of purpose, audience, voice, development, and style.


	· Begin building common language for talking about what we value in these kinds of texts (our own and others’) and how such awareness can inform revision.

· Introduce responding activity for Unit I and begin setting up Tue. activity.

· Use SA essays to practice responding (e.g., sayback, pointing, questions).

Homework (due next meeting)

· Read 4th essay from Other Words and complete Reading for Self,” “Hierarchy of Influences,” “Spinning Out an Inquiry,” or “Analyzing Stylistic Choices.”

· Read PH, ch. 4: Rewrite

· Bring clean copy of initial draft of Unit I essay to class on Wed.



	Wed. 9/23
	Goals:

· Help students give and receive thoughtful, useful, ethical responses to one another’s drafts.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Discuss 4th OW essay and students’ analyses; what is learned that might prompt revision?

· Organize peer response groups of 3-4 members each. In groups, discuss drafts of Unit I. (Check Writer’s Notebook while students are working.)


	· After all members’ drafts are discussed, pass back teacher’s response.

· Have students read through notes from self, peer, & teacher and write a reflective piece on how they plan to negotiate these suggestions. Encourage them to list specific changes they will make.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Revise draft of Unit I essay based on reflective writing. Bring a copy to class.

· Read PH, ch. 27, 32-33: Write with Power & Sentence Basics 



	Week  4
	
	

	Mon. 9/28
	Goals:

· Introduce COPY-EDITING and prepare students for submission of final draft.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Revised draft of Inquiring into Self essay due (check off only).

· Style Module 1: Looking at rather than through texts: Helping students see language as plastic and their stylistic options as many

· Have students analyze the style of their own and others’ words, sentences, paragraphs, and texts; imagine alternatives

· Re-read 2 essays from SA; compare styles

· Discuss uses and limits of Penguin Handbook: familiarize students with it (glossary, index, etc.)


	· Style Module 2: Working with sentence boundaries: Helping students understand how sentences work (and are punctuated) in standardized edited American English.

· In groups of 3-4, have students copy-edit each others’ drafts, using the PH. (Or use a list of “common errors” to devise a self-editing workshop where students search for their own errors.)

Homework (due next meeting)

· Read PH, chs. 38-39: Commas and Semicolons

· Copy-edited Unit I essay due Wed.



	Wed., 9/30
	Goals:

· Reflect back on Unit I: Inquiring into Self.

· Introduce PUBLICATION & CIRCULATION.

· Introduce Unit II: Interacting with Texts.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Final copy-edited version of Unit I essay due with all drafts & reflective writing. (Teachers: try to return with comments in a week!)

· Do final reflective writing about the choices made in Unit I essay during revision.

· Do some kind of publication/circulation activity with Unit I essays today or next meeting.


	· Introduce Unit II: Interacting with Texts. (See Sample Assignment Sheet.)

· Do activity focused on “interacting with texts”: How do we read? What is a text? How do we interact with texts? (See What Is a Text exercise.)

· Discuss key role of texts, and “interacting with texts,” in higher education & inquiry

Homework (due next meeting)

· For Mon. session on summarizing, read 1st essay (Unit II) from OW



	
	Unit II: Interacting with Texts
	

	Week 5
	
	

	Mon. 10/5
	Goals:

· Introduce SUMMARY, RESPONSE, and the differences between them.

· Help students understand what they’re reading.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Practice summarizing short texts.

· Using the “Reading to Respond” exercise, have students write summaries of various parts of the OW essay they read for today. Discuss how summary differs from response and why it’s a crucial part of “interacting” with texts.

· Divide class into small groups and ask each group to use “Outlining” to develop a summary of the entire OW essay.

· Share summaries, discuss similarities and differences, and develop together shared criteria for evaluation of summary.


	· Introduce response, using “Possible Ways of Responding to a Text.”

· Break class into small groups and ask each group to imagine a response to the reading that follows a “possible way of responding.” Assign each group a different way of responding.

· Discuss ways that “said,” “implied,” and “response” sections of “Reading to Respond” chart might lead to different ways of interacting with text. Refer to “possible ways of responding.”

Homework (due next meeting)

· Read 2nd Unit II essay from Other Words.

· Write a 1-2 page response in Writer’s Notebook.

· Read PH, ch. 5: Read Critically



	Wed. 10/7


	Goals:

· Help students move from simple summary & response to original essay interacting w/ text(s).

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Discuss student responses to 2nd essay (OW).

· Locate together one or more “difficult” passages in text and introduce idea of focusing response on difficult rather than easy sections.

· Use “Challenging Your Reading” or “Wrestling the Terms of the Text” to generate responses.
	· In class, read together 2-4 Unit II essays from Student Anthology and talk about other ways of “Interacting with Texts.”
Homework (due next meeting)

· Read 3rd Unit II essay from OW Book.

· Write a 2 page response in Writer’s Notebook using “Challenging Your Reading,” “Wrestling the Terms of the Text,”or “Ways of Responding.”



	Week 6
	
	

	Mon. 10/12
	No class – Columbus Day
	

	Tue. 10/13

(follows Mon. schedule)
	Goals:

· Prepare students for initial draft of Unit II essay.

· Practice ethical, effective paraphrase, quotation.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Discuss student responses to 3rd essay (OW).
· In pairs, have students read both responses written so far, noting places where they could be developed with more evidence, more analysis, or more personal experience.

· Use SA texts as models of response.

· Introduce mechanics of quoting and citing using Penguin Handbook, chs. 21-22 & Intro. to Part 6 (MLA style will be treated in depth in Unit III.)


	· Use SA texts as examples of summary, paraphrase, & quotation.

· As a publication/circulation exercise, have students practice summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting each other.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Further develop one response or combine both into a fuller but focused “Interaction with Texts” essay.

· Re-read PH, chs. 21-22: Incorporate Sources & Write Research (esp. 21d-e & 22d).  Incorporate summary, paraphrase, and quotation into draft of essay.

· Bring two copies of draft to class Wed.



	Wed. 10/14
	Goals:

· Help students give and receive useful, ethical responses to one another’s drafts.

· Continue practicing – together, in groups, and individually – students’ copy-editing skills.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Initial draft of Interacting with Texts essay due.

· Have students discuss drafts using one or more Peer Response Options.

· Check Writer’s Notebook while groups work.

· Have students do reflective writing on the choices they made while drafting and the revisions they now plan to make.


	· Style Module 3: Integrating other people’s texts into one’s own: Helping students introduce and embed direct quotations.

· Use SA texts as models.

· Have students practice copyediting skills in peer response groups; use PH.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Revise initial drafts of Unit II essay using SA models, their own reflective writing, and feedback from response groups.

· Bring initial and revised drafts, along with peer responses, to teacher conference next week.

· Read PH, ch. 31: Write to Be Inclusive.

	Week 7
	
	

	Mon. 10/19
	Class suspended for student-teacher conferences

Goals:

· Work one-on-one or in small groups to help students revise their Unit II drafts.

In Conference: 

· Discuss OW readings.

· Read and discuss initial and revised drafts of Interacting with Texts essay; talk about changes made so far.


	· Refer student to relevant SA essays (Unit II) as models for “interacting with texts.”

Homework (due next class meeting)

· Continue to revise draft of Unit II essay using feedback from self, peers, teacher.

· Final, copy-edited version of Unit II essay due Wed.



	Wed. 10/21 (mid-semester: last day to drop with a “W”: Thu., 10/22)
	Goals:

· Reflect back on Unit II: Interacting with Texts.

· Do some kind of publication or circulation activity with students’ finished essays.

· Introduce Unit III: Adding to a Conversation.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Final copy-edited version of Unit II essay due. (Teachers: try to return with comments in a week!)

· Have students do reflective writing on the choices they made in their final drafts and why. Ask them to discuss one way they might have written the essay and why they rejected that option.


	· Assign Adding to a Conversation essay.

· Begin talking about the mutual effectivity of writing and research, esp. in university setting.

· In Writer’s Notebook, explore topics for next essay through generative exercises.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Read one or more Unit III essays in OW/SA as models of researched writing (see recommended readings for Unit III)

· Continue generative writing activities in Writer’s Notebook for Unit III.

· Read PH, ch. 10: Learn to Write in Academic Disciplines

· Read PH, ch. 16: Plan Your Research



	
	Unit III: Adding to a Conversation
	

	Week 8
	
	

	Mon. 10/26


	Goals:

· Help students think about RESEARCH as question-driven, problem-solving, intensely social, discipline-specific, etc.

· Generate multiple topics, purposes, and audiences for Adding to a Conversation.

· Do informal mid-semester course evaluations. (***SOMETIME AROUND THIS DATE***)

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Using Unit III OW/SA essay(s), discuss why/how writers conduct research.

· Introduce students to “Intersections.” Browse OW for topics and discuss, using “Examining a Conversation,” “Reading to Write.”

· In Writer’s Notebook, have students develop 3-5 questions they would like to answer, or at least learn more about: what do they want to find out in this project? what contribution would they like to make for which community?


	· In pairs, have students share and respond to possible topics. Ask students to imagine purposes and audiences for each topic.

· Share students’ questions on board.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Using “Intersections” in OW, read 2 more essays in OW relevant for Unit III work.

· Complete “Examining a Conversation by Charting, Marking, and Drawing” or “Reading to Write.”

· Choose one or more promising research questions/topics from generative reading and writing so far and bring to library Thu. Begin thinking about purpose, audience, and circulation.

· Read PH, chs. 17-19: Finding and Evaluating Sources



	Wed. 10/28


	Class meets in Du Bois Library
***SOMETIME AROUND THIS DATE***
Goals:

· Introduce students to print and electronic resources available through UMass Libraries.

· Help students move from a research question to a research plan.

Class Activities: 

· Meet in Calipari Room of Du Bois Library (or other pre-determined venue).

· Research Question due (check off only).

· Walk students through methods of on-line research using library catalog and databases.


	· Assign Annotated Bibliography. Stress that annotations for this assignment should both summarize and evaluate the many positions possible on their topic as they just did with the OW conversations.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Find at least two relevant sources and bring copies to class Mon.

· Read PH, intro. to Part 6; and review ch.16e on annotated bibliography

· Begin work on Annotated Bibliography.



	Week 9
	
	

	Mon. 11/2
	Goals:

· Conduct follow-up workshop on locating and evaluating sources (in computer lab or use laptop and projector). Review PH, chs. 17-19

· Help students see how they can get from a collection of sources to their own audience- & purpose-driven essay.

· Continue working on Annotated Bibliography

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· On board, demonstrate how to create an annotated bibliography (PH, ch. 16e)

· Have students do sample annotation with source(s) brought for homework.


	· Read sample Unit III essays from SA and discuss.

· Use discussion to examine how context and audience impact students’ own topics.
· Style Module 4: MLA Style, Part 1, the “Works Cited” page (PH, ch. 23)

Homework (due next meeting)

· Continue research for annotated bibliography by finding two more sources that take different perspectives on topic.

· Complete annotated bibliography for all four sources.

· Read PH, ch. 20: Plan Field Research

· Review PH, ch. 23: MLA Documentation



	Wed. 11/4
	Goals:

· Finish Annotated Bibliography.

· Assign Rhetorical Prospectus.

· Discuss plagiarism. Use PH, “Acad. Honesty,” Intro. to Part 6, & ch. 21: Avoiding Plagiarism
       (***SOMETIME AROUND THIS DATE***)

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Use “Analyzing a Publishing Context and Audience” to evaluate sources
· Using PH ch. 23, workshop students’ annotated bibs.  (Have students make corrections on draft.)

· Collect annotated bibliographies.


	· Style Module 5: MLA Style, Part 2, in-text citations (PH, ch. 23).

· Introduce rhetorical prospectus.
· Have students consider how they might answer questions in rhetorical prospectus.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Consider how to develop your topic in order to pursue your own purpose and address your own audience.

· Draft rhetorical prospectus; bring to student-teacher conference next week.

· Read PH, ch. 22: Write research project.



	Week 10
	
	

	Mon. 11/9
	Class suspended for student-teacher conferences

Goals:

· Work one-on-one or in small groups to help students develop essays that “add to the conversation” they’ve been following.

Activities: 

· Rhetorical Prospectus due.

· Discuss how an essay might be developed to clarify student’s purpose and what kinds of additional research might be needed.

· Use SA texts as models.

· Ask if student has Q’s about plagiarism


	Homework (due next meeting)

· In 2 pages, using only your own words, introduce to your audience your research question/problem along with your reasons for wanting to answer or solve it.

· Then, select 3-5 sources that help you answer your question or solve your problem. Write a paragraph on how each source is useful.

· Bring these two pieces of writing (the 2-page introduction and the 3-5 “source” paragraphs) to class Mon.



	Wed. 11/11
	No class – Veterans Day
	

	Week 11
	
	

	Mon. 11/16
	Goals:

· Help students give each other useful advice on the initial drafts of their Unit III essays.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Share Unit III intro’s in pairs. Have reader “play audience,” asking writer questions about topic and posing challenges re: writer’s perspective.
· Then share source paragraphs in pairs, discussing how they might be used in the draft.

· Discuss how to invoke audience and clarify purpose in an intro. (Use OW/SA for examples.)
· Have each student draft a new introduction that differs radically from their rough draft.

	· If time, share new intro’s in pairs and have reader look for other places where audience might be more specifically addressed in current draft.
Homework (due next meeting)

· Integrate revised intro and source paragraphs into new, fuller draft, attending to the needs of chosen audience. Bring revised draft to class Wed. with cover sheet specifying purpose and audience for the essay.

· Read PH, chs. 8-9: Write to Inform & Write Arguments.

· Review PH, ch. 23: MLA Documentation

	Wed. 11/18
	Goals:

· Continue developing Unit III essay through self- and peer-based response

· Practice acknowledging sources ethically and effectively.

· Help students copy-edit revised Unit III essays.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Revised draft of Adding to a Conversation essay due (check off only).

· Set up response groups using one of the three options for Unit 3.
· Style Module 6: Document Design: Helping students format finished texts.  Use PH, Part 4, esp. ch. 14: Design for Print and Screen


	· Do reflective writing on the choices made so far, the feedback received from others, and the plans for revision.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Revise draft based on feedback. Pay special attention to quoting, paraphrasing, and citation format.

· Review PH, ch. 23: MLA Documentation

· Review PH, Parts 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 9.

· Final, copy-edited version of Unit III essay due Mon.



	Week 12
	
	

	Mon. 11/23
	Goals:

· Reflect on Unit III: Adding to a Conversation.

· Do some kind of publication or circulation activity with students’ finished essays.

· Introduce Unit IV: TBA

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Final copy-edited version of Unit III essay due. (Teachers: try to return w/ comments by Mon.!)

· Do final reflective writing summarizing feedback and choices writer made in response to it, along with reasons why.


	· Introduce Unit IV: TBA essay.  (See Criteria for Developing and Sample Assignments.)

· Do generative writing for Unit IV in Writer’s Notebook.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Continue with generative writing activities for Unit IV.

· Read relevant OW & SA texts

	
	Unit IV: TBA (To Be Announced)
	

	Wed. 11/25
	Goals:

· Develop together plans for Unit IV: TBA essay.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Discuss relevant OW & SA texts

· Other generative reading & writing for Unit IV


	Homework (due next meeting)

· Read more relevant OW & SA texts

· Re-read PH, Part 4: Designing and Presenting

· From generative exercises, develop initial draft of essay for Unit IV. Bring 2 copies to class next Mon.



	Week 13
	
	

	Mon. 11/30
	Goals:

· Orchestrate peer review activity.

· Help students continue to “re-see” their drafts of TBA essay. 

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Collect one copy of Unit IV: TBA essay initial draft for teacher response. (Teachers: try to return with comments by Wed.!)

· Use other copy for in-class peer response.

· Style Module 7: Brevity, the heart of communication: Helping students toggle b/w fulsomeness to concision. (Use PH, ch. 28)

· Have students plan revision of Unit IV essays based on feedback from peer and self.


	· Do final course evaluations.

       (***SOMETIME THIS WEEK***)

Homework (due next meeting)

· Revise Unit IV draft based on feedback.

· Bring in copy of revised draft of Unit IV essay for copy-editing workshop.

· Read PH, ch. 28: Write Concisely

· Read PH, chs. 29-30: Write with Emphasis & Find the Right Words



	Wed. 12/2
	Goals:

· Copy-edit Unit IV drafts.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Revised draft of TBA essay due (check off only).

· Style Module 8: Elegance, the soul of discourse: Helping students unlock the mysteries of parallelism, etc.

· Return drafts of Unit IV: TBA essays with teacher comments.

· Plan final revision.

	Homework (due next meeting)

· Make final changes to TBA essay. Bring two copies, one of which will be included in the semester portfolio (see next bullet).

· Bring in a semester portfolio with clean copies of final drafts from Units I, II, III, & IV.



	
	Final Reflection
	

	Week 14
	
	

	Mon. 12/7
	Goals:

· Introduce Final Reflection assignment.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Final copy-edited TBA essay due. (Teachers: try to return with comments on or before last class.)

· Introduce Final Reflection as a more extended and summative version of the reflective writing they’ve been doing all semester.

· Lead students through series of reflective prompts in Writer’s Notebook about their writing processes and products this semester.

· Share portfolios in pairs, and ask students to help each other identify themes and patterns, shifts in style, and development across semester.


	· Return to discussion about reading and writing from beginning of semester and have students reflect on it based on their experiences over the semester.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Write a one-page reflection about your own portfolio.  (See “Post-It Notes” Exercise in database).

· Bring in 2-3 passages (sentences, paragraphs) from your semester portfolio that you’re especially proud of.

· Begin drafting Final Reflection essay.



	Wed. 12/9

(last day of class)
	Goals:

· Continue working on Final Reflection essay.

· Prepare students for Final Conference.

Class Activities: 

· Freewrite: student choice or teacher’s prompt

· Have students share passages from their work over the semester that they’re esp. proud of.

· Style Module 9: My styles, my selves: Helping students reflect on a semester of playing with language
· Read selected Junior Year Writing essays from SA, as well as PH, Parts 2-3: Writing for Different Purposes & Writing in the Disciplines, to prompt reflection about future writing at UMass and beyond


	· Explain Final Conference (i.e., the required oral component of Final Reflection essay, held during Final Exams week, in which students provide, among other things, summary of essay).

· Go over other end-of-semester matters.

Homework (due next meeting)

· Complete Final Reflection essay and bring to conference.

	Final Exams
	
	

	12/14 – 19
	Goals:

· With help of Final Reflection essay, look backwards with student across the semester and forward to his or her future writing.

Class Activities: 

· Required Final Conferences.
· Required Final Reflection essay due.

· Final Writer’s Notebook check.


	

	Fri. 12/18
	Hard copy of students’ final grades due in Writing Program main office by 12:00 noon
	

	Mon. 12/28
	Final grades due on SPIRE by 12:00 noon.
	


9

