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Program for Study of Women and Gender 24 Hatfield 585-3390 
American Studies 12 Wright Hall 585-3582 
Comparative Literature 101 Wright Hall 585-3382 
East Asian Languages and Literature 131 Wright Hall 585-3350 
English Languages and Literature 101 Wright Hall 585-3302 
French Language & Literature 206 Pierce 585-3360 
Government 15 Wright Hall 585-3530 
History 13 Wright Hall 585-3726 
Interdisciplinary Studies 207b Seelye Hall 585-3390 
Italian Language & Literature 1 Hatfield 585-3420 
Psychology Bass Hall 585-3805 
Religion and Biblical Literature Dewey II 585-3662 
Sociology 12 Wright Hall 585-3520 
Spanish Hatfield Hall 585-3450 
 
SWG 150 Introduction to the Study of  Elisabeth Armstrong 
 Women and Gender Marilyn Schuster 
 Monday/Wednesday/Friday 11:00-12:10 Susan Van Dyne 
 
 
An introduction to the interdisciplinary field of the study of women and gender through 
a critical examination of feminist histories, issues and practices. Focus on the U.S. with 
some attention to the global context.  
 
SWG 200 Introduction to Queer Studies Marilyn Schuster 
 Wednesday, Friday 2:40-4:00 p.m. 
 
This course examines central concepts in the interdisciplinary field of queer studies 
including histories of non-normative gender and sexual expression, resistance to 
heteronormativity, the ways that communities, cultures and institutions both enable and 
regulate queer identities, and the political movements that emerge from claiming or 
resisting sexual identities. We will examine the changing social meanings and forms of 
sexual and gender practices from the 19th through the 21st centuries, and we will 
consider archival evidence for and representations of queerness in a variety of disciplines.  
 
SWG 260 The Cultural Work of Memoir Susan Van Dyne 
 Monday, Wednesday 2:40-4:00 p.m. 
 
This course will explore how queer subjectivity intersects with gender, ethnicity, race, and 
class. How do individuals from groups marked as socially subordinate or non-normative 
use life-writing to claim a right to write? The course uses life-writing narratives, published 
in the U.S. over roughly the last 30 years, to explore the relationships between politicized 
identities, communities, and social movements. Students also practice writing 
autobiographically.  
 
SWG 312  Queer Resistances: Identities,  Nancy Whittier 
 Communities, and Social Movements 
  Thursday 1:00-2:50 p.m. 
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How do we know what it means to identify as lesbian, gay, queer, bisexual, or 
transgender? Why do these terms mean different things to different people and in 
different contexts? How does claiming or refusing to claim a sexual identity affect 
community formation or social change?  This seminar will explore constructions of queer 
collective identities, communities, and social protest. We will pay explicit attention to how 
queer identities, communities, and movements are racialized, shaped by class, gendered, 
and contextual. Drawing on historical, theoretical, narrative, and ethnographic sources, 
we will examine multiple sites of queer resistance including local communities, academic 
institutions, media, the state, social movement organizations, and the Internet. We will 
examine the consequences of various theories of gender, sexuality, and resistance for how 
we interpret the shapes that queer, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender identity, 
community, and social movements take.  
 
AMS 120  Scribbling Women Sherry Marker 

Monday, Wednesday 1:10-2:30 p.m. 
 
With the help of the Sophia Smith Collection and the Smith College Archives, this writing 
intensive course looks at a number of 19th and 20th century American women writers. 
All wrestled with specific issues that confronted them as women; each wrote about 
important issues in American society.  
 
CLT 267  African Women's Drama Katwiwa Mule 

Tuesday, Thursday 10:30-11:50 a.m. 
 
This course will examine how African women playwrights use drama to confront the 
realities of women's lives in contemporary Africa. What is the specificity of the vision 
unveiled in such drama? How do the playwrights use drama to mock rigid power 
structures and engage with crisis, instability and cultural expression in postcolonial 
Africa? How and for what purposes do they interweave the various aspects of 
performance in African oral traditions with elements of European drama? Readings, some 
translated from French, Swahili and other African languages, will include plays by Ama 
Ata Aidoo, Osonye Tess Onwueme and Penina Mlama. 
 
EAL 245  Writing, Japan and Otherness Kimberly Kono 

Monday, Wednesday 2:40-4:00 p.m. 
 
We will examine representations of “otherness” in Japanese literature and film from the 
mid-19th century until the present. How was (and is) Japan’s identity as a modern nation 
configured through representations of “others?” How are categories of race, gender, 
nationality, class and sexuality used in the construction of “otherness?” We will discuss 
the development of national and individual identities as well as explore issues of travel, 
colonialism, immigration, and military occupation. In conjunction with these 
investigations, we will also address the varied ways in which Japan was represented as 
“other” by writers from China, England, France, Korea and the United States. How do 
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these images of and by Japan converse with each other? All readings are in English 
translation.  
 
EAL 360 (Sec 1)  Topics in East Asian Languages  Sabina Knight 
 and Literatures: Intimacy: Dreams,  
 Disappointments and Practices of Desire  
  Wednesday 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
  
An exploration of intimacy through close readings of contemporary fiction by women in 
Taiwan, Tibet and the People¹s Republic of China. How do stories about love, romance and 
desire (including extramarital affairs, serial relationships and love between women) 
reinforce or contest norms of economic, cultural and sexual citizenship? What do 
narratives of intimacy reveal about the social consequences of neoliberal ideologies and 
economic restructuring? How do pursuits, realizations and failures of intimacy lead to 
personal and social change?  
 
ENG 287  Early Modern Women Writers:  Sharon Seelig 
 Writing the Self 
  Monday, Wednesday 2:40-4:00 p.m. 
 
A consideration of a wide variety of texts by 17th-century women – diaries, letters, and 
memoirs; poems (sonnets, personal and religious lyrics); drama; and prose fiction – with 
some of the following questions in mind: What self-conceptions or forms of self-
representation shape these writings? To what extent are these texts informed by external 
considerations or genres – by romance, religious autobiography, poetic or narrative 
conventions – or by expectations of an ending? What kinds of assumptions or 
preconceptions does the modern reader bring to these texts?   
 
ENG 292  Crafting the Memoir Ann Boutelle 

Tuesday 1:00-2:50 p.m. 
 
In this workshop, we will explore, through reading and through writing, the presentation 
of self in the memoir. A major focus will be on the interweaving of voice, structure, style, 
and content. As we read the work of ourselves and of others, we will be searching for 
strategies, devices, rhythms, patterns, and approaches that we might adapt in future 
writings. The reading list will consist of writings by twentieth-century women.  
 
FRN 340  “Family Values” in the Enlightenment Janie Vanpée 
 Tuesday, Thursday 10:30-11:50 a.m. 
 
Pre-marital sex, adultery, divorce, birth control, women’s education, women’s right to 
political representation, these controversial issues were at the core of debates over 
woman’s changing legal, social, and cultural status and of her role in the family in 
eighteenth-century France. We will examine woman’s changing role as represented in the 
fiction and philosophical texts of the French Enlightenment. Readings from l’Abbé 
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Prévost, Françoise de Graffigny, Diderot, Rousseau, Isbelle de Charrière, Laclos, Olympe de 
Gouges, the Encyclopédie, and some legal documents and treatises. Conducted in French. 
 
FRN 360  Images of the ‘Other’:  Martine Gantrel   
 Female Domestic Servants in French Fiction 
  Tuesday, Thursday 1:10-2:30 p.m. 
 
In this course, we will read works by major French authors of the 19th and 20th 
centuries, in which a female domestic servant is the main character. What happens to a 
novel or a play when the domestic servant is given first place? Which concerns or 
anxieties does the servant character embody or convey to the reader? To what extent 
have such works changed the way women are represented in literature and redefined the 
relationship of literature to politics, society, and the self? Authors such as Lamartine, 
George Sand, the Goncourts, Flaubert, Zola, and Genet. Conducted in French. 
 
GOV 364  Feminist Theory  Martha Ackelsberg 
 Thursday 3:00-4:50 p.m. 
 
An examination of feminist perspectives on political participation and citizenship.  
 
HST 223  Women in Japanese History: From  Marnie Anderson 
 Ancient Times to the 19th Century 
  Monday, Wednesday 9:00-10:20 a.m. 
 
The dramatic transformation in gender relations is a key feature of Japan’s premodern 
history. How Japanese women and men have constructed norms of behavior in different 
historical periods, how gender differences were institutionalized in social structures and 
practices, and how these norms and institutions changed over time. Consonant with 
current developments in gender history, exploration of variables such as class, religion, 
and political context which have affected women’s and men’s lives. 
 
HST 238  Gender and Empire Jennifer Hall-Witt 

Tuesday, Thursday 1:00-2:20 p.m. 
 
Traditionally, historians have portrayed the British Empire as largely the province of male 
explorers, merchants, missionaries, soldiers and bueaucrats. This course treats such men 
as gendered subjects, investigating intersections between the empire and masculinity, 
while also surveying women's colonial experiences. Slave societies and cross-cultural 
encounters through the lens of gender history. The gendered structure of racial 
ideologies and the imperial features of feminist concerns. From the mid-17th to the early 
20th centuries, with a focus on the 19th century.  
 
HST 253  Women in Contemporary Europe Darcy Buerkle 

Tuesday, Thursday 1:00-2:20 p.m. 
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A survey of European women’s experiences during the twentieth century. Topics include 
the changing meanings of gender, work, women’s relationship to the State, motherhood 
and marriage, shifting population patterns, and the expression and regulation of 
sexuality. Sources include novels, films, treatises, and memoirs. 
 
HST 278  Women in the United States,  Babette Faehmel 
 1890 to Present 
  Monday, Wednesday 1:10-2:30 p.m. 
 
This course explores how women have both experienced and shaped the defining events of 
this period, including colonization, emancipation from slavery, racial segregation, 
industrial capitalism, imperialism, mass migration, urbanization, mass culture, 
nationalism, war, liberatory movements for social justice, and global capitalism. Explores 
how gender, race, class, and sexuality have changed over time to shape women’s lives in 
vastly different ways, and how women have both contested and contributed to these 
systems.  
 
HST 289  Aspects of Women’s History:  Jennifer Hall-Witt 
 The History of Sexuality from the Victorians 
 to the Kinsey Report 
  Tuesday, Thursday 9:00-10:20 a.m. 
 
This course traces the history of sexuality in the West from the early 1800s to the 1950s. 
By investigating a variety of primary sources, including the writings of evangelicals, 
freethinkers, doctors, social purity reformers, sexologists, literary figures, eugenicists, and 
pro- natalists, it examines identity and national strength during this period. By examining 
sources that focus on how the average person thought about sex, it also goes beyond 
public discourse to the realm of lived experience, at least as related in diaries, letters and 
surveys.  
 
IDP 208  Women's Medical Issues Leslie Jaffe 

Tuesday, Thursday 10:30-11:50 a.m.  
 
A study of topics and issues relating to women's health, including menstrual cycle, 
contraception, sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy, abortion, menopause, 
depression, eating disorders, nutrition and cardiovascular disease. While the course focus 
will primarily be on the physiological aspects of these topics, some social, ethical and 
political implications will be considered including the issues of violence, the media's 
representation of women and gender bias in health care. 
 
ITL 344  Italian Women Writers: Women in Italian  Giovanna Bellesia 
 Society Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow  
  Tuesday, Thursday 10:30-11:50 a.m.  
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This course provides an in-depth look at the changing role of women in Italian society. 
Authors studied include Sibilla Aleramo, Elsa Morante, Natalia Ginzburg, and Dacia 
Maraini. A portion of the course is dedicated to the new multicultural and multiethnic 
Italian reality with a selection of texts written during the last ten to fifteen years by 
contemporary women immigrants in Italy. Limited enrollment, permission of the 
instructor required. Conducted in Italian. NOTE from Giovanna: Non-Italian majors can 
read in English (not everything is translated though) and write in English. Lectures and 
class discussions are conducted in Italian.  
 
PSY 266  Psychology of Women and Gender Lauren Duncan 

Tuesday, Thursday 10:30-11:50 a.m. 
 
An exploration of the psychological effects of gender on females and males. We will 
examine the development of gender roles and stereotypes, and the impact of differences 
in power within the family, workplace, and politics on women’s lives and mental health. 
This course will emphasize how psychologists have conceptualized and studied women and 
gender, paying attention to empirical examinations of current controversies (e.g., 
biological versus cultural bases of gender differences).  
 
PSY 374  Psychology of Political Activism Lauren Duncan 

Thursday 1:00-2:50 p.m. 
 
Political psychology is concerned with the psychological processes underlaying political 
phenomena. This seminar focuses on people’s motivations to participate in political 
activism, especially activism around social issues. Readings include theoretical and 
empirical work from psychology, sociology, and political science. We will consider accounts 
of some large-scale social movements in the U.S. (e.g., Civil Rights Movement, Women’s 
Movement, White Supremacy Movements.) 
 
REL 110  Women Mystics’ Theology of Love Elizabeth Carr 

Monday, Wednesday 9:00-10:20 am 
 
This course studies the mystical writings of Hildegard of Bingen, Hadewijch, Julian of 
Norwich, and Teresa of Avila, and their relevance to contemporary spirituality. Focus on 
their life journeys in terms of love, creativity, healing, and spiritual leadership. Occasional 
films and music. 
 
REL 227  Judaism/Feminism/Women’s Spirituality Lois Dubin 

Tuesday, Thursday 9:00-10:20 a.m. 
 
An introduction to major works and issues in the contemporary feminist reconstruction 
of Judaism. Examines the possibilities for new relations to the Jewish tradition through 
recovery of Jewish women’s history and experience, critique and reinterpretation of 
classical texts, and changing conceptions of God, community, ritual, and sexuality. 
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SOC 229  Sex and Gender in American Society Nancy Whittier 

Tuesday, Thursday 9:00-10:20 a.m. 
 
An examination of the ways in which the social system creates, maintains, and reproduces 
gender dichotomies with specific attention to the significance of gender in interaction, 
culture, and a number of institutional contexts, including work, politics, families and 
sexuality.  
 
SOC 314  Latina/o Racial Identities in the  Ginetta Candelario 
component United States  
 Tuesday 1:00-2:50 p.m. 
 
This seminar will explore theories of race and ethnicity, and the manner in which those 
theories have been confronted, challenged and/or assimulated by Latina/os in the United 
States. Special attention will be paid to the relationship of Latina/os to the white/black 
dichotomy. A particular concern throughout the course will be the theoretical and 
empirical relationship between Latina/o racial, national, class, gender and sexual 
identities. Students will be expected to engage in extensive and intensive critical reading 
and discussion of course texts. 
 
SPN 230 (2)  Latin American Women’s Poetry  María Helena Rueda 
  Tuesday, Thursday 10:30-11:50 a.m. 
 
This course will offer an overview of poetry written by women in Latin America since the 
late 19th century. It will include readings of poetry by authors from different countries 
in the region. We will study the place of these poets in the more general context of Latin 
American literary movements, and reflect on the use of Spanish as a medium for the 
expression of women's subjectivity. In studying these poems, students will engage in an 
exploration of the language as a creative and expansive tool for communication. 
onducted in Spanish. C 

 


