
Spring 2006 Courses 
Classes begin Tuesday, January 31st (unless otherwise noted) 
https://www.umassulearn.net/
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL 
(Courses above 100-level automatically count towards the major.  All departmental count 
towards the minor.) 
 
EDUC 391L Recognizing Family Values and Initiating Kevin Warwick 
Online course Interventions
 
The word can make one think of many different kinds, ranging from war and terrorism to senseless assaults 
and homicides in local towns and cities across the United States. Family violence involves people that are 
closely related or connected in one way or another, people that are claiming to care about one another. As 
professionals or students looking to become social workers, probation officers or victim-witness advocates 
(just to mention a few), we are seeing family violence every day, most often at its worst stages when the anger 
and tension are most hostile. Understanding the ramifications of family violence will enhance our ability to 
intervene and hopefully curtail it. Will examine: the effects of family violence on the criminal justice system, 
offenders and the community; the causes and effects of family violence as well as some intervention methods 
being used in the field today; and the sociological and criminogenic effects on society. Taught in a format that 
involves student participation. Students will be expected to complete homework assignments. Each student 
will be required to write a paper, take a midterm examination and cumulative final. Part of the School 
Counseling Series, but open to all. 
 
ENGLISH 132 Man and Woman in Literature Mary Wilson 
 Gen Ed (AL G) 
 
Literature treating the relationship between man and woman. Topics may include: the nature of love, the image 
of the hero and heroine, and definitions, past and present, of the masculine and feminine. Enrollment limited. 
Very popular course; register early. Check website description for textbooks at www.umassulearn.net Order 
textbooks before course begins so you don�t fall behind. Check your student record on SPIRE to see which 
section you are registered for and make sure you order textbooks for the correct section. 
 
ENGLISH 270 American Identities D. McComas 
 Tuesday  4:30-7:00 p.m. 
 
Explores the ways literature participates in the definition of national identity. Readings focus on ways American 
issues of creed, status, gender, self and community, possession and dispossession, nationhood and ethnicity, 
and language have contributed to American identities. Part of the UWW Teacher Licensure program. Only UWW 
teacher licensure students may register until Jan. 31, after this time registration is open to all. 
 
HISTORY 297F History of Sexuality Babette Faehmel 
 Monday 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
 
Introducing students to the study of gender and sexuality as historical categories. Rather than thinking of a 
person�s gender and erotic longings as simply biological facts or expressions of instinctual drives, we will ask 
to what extent social, cultural and political developments have influenced the ways in which we define 
masculine/feminine, normal or abnormal sexuality, and what we consider sexy, erotic, or queer. We will 
approach the topic from multiple perspectives. In examining how historical forces influence notions of 
gender/sexuality, we will look at relatively open and straightforward ways of control and regulation such as 
religious dogma or civil laws. We will also examine the more subtle workings of power. For that we will try to 
understand how ideas about what is �normal� or �appropriate� gender or sexual behavior were 
disseminated in society, how historical actors internalized or resisted these ideas, and how they at times even 
deployed them strategically to advance agendas of their very own. We will look at men and women of different 

https://www.umassulearn.net/


races, classes, ethnicities, ages, and sexual proclivities, to illuminate the extent of diversity in U.S. gender and 
sexual relations. 
 
SOCIOL 222 The Family  
 Wednesday  6:30-9:30 p.m. 
 
First part: historical transformations in family life (relationships between husbands and wives, position and 
treatment of children, importance of kinship ties); second part: the contemporary family through life course 
(choice of a mate, relations in marriage, parenthood, breakup of the family unit). 
 
SOCIOL 344 Gender and Crime Sarah O’Keefe 
 Tuesday  5:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
The extent and causes of gender differences in crime, from the streets to the suites. Topics include problems 
in the general measurement of crime, historical and cross-cultural differences in the gender gap, the utility of 
general theories of the causes of crime in explaining the continuing gender gap, and a detailed look at the 
question and magnitude of gender discrimination in the American criminal justice system. Prerequisite: SOCIOL 
241. 
 
 
COMPONENT 
(Students who would like the following courses count towards the Women’s Studies major or 
minor must focus their paper(s) and project(s) on women’s studies.  100-level courses only 
count towards the minor.) 
 
EDUC 210 Social Diversity in Education TBA 
 Tuesday  4:00-6:30 p.m. 
 
 
EDUC 391N Families, Child Development and the Albertina Navarro Rios 
 Context of Child Abuse 
 Monday  4:00-6:30 p.m. 

 
 
Wintersession 2006 Courses 
Wednesday, January 4th – Thursday, January 26th (unless otherwise noted) 
https://www.umassulearn.net/
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL 
(Courses above 100-level automatically count towards the major.  All departmental count 
towards the minor.) 
 
COMM 397G Media, Gender, Sexuality Viera Lorencova 
 Monday through Friday  12:30-3:00 p.m. 
 
This course explores the relationships between media, gender, sexuality and identity.  It provides analytical 
tools for understanding how we create a sense of self as gendered and sexual beings, and how media 
influence the processes of identity formation. The course also explores how gender and sexual politics are 
appropriated and reinvented for popular consumption.  An important component of this class is examining the 
intersections of gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, and class in the US and the transnational context.  The 
course draws upon the work from cultural studies, gender and sexuality studies, and feminist and queer 
theory.  Some of the key questions we will consider are: What are the politics of representation of gender, 
sexuality, race, ethnicity and class in the mainstream media? How do media influence identity formation?  How 

https://www.umassulearn.net/


do media naturalize (and sometimes de-naturalize) our understanding of gender and sexuality?  How are 
desires shaped by media?  How do media appropriate gender and sexual politics?  How do alternative media 
disrupt gender-normativity and heteronormativity, and contribute to social change?   The themes addressed 
include: the role of media in understanding ourselves and the world around us, the politics of media 
representation of femininity and masculinity, the reinforcement and contestation of heteronormativity in 
media, the politics of media representation of gender and sexual difference, the relationship between feminist 
and LGBTQ activism and media, and the importance of role models for social change. 
  
ENGLISH 132 Man and Woman in Literature
 3 ONLINE sections Gen Ed (AL G) 
 
Literature treating the relationship between man and woman. Topics may include: the nature of love, the image 
of the hero and heroine, and definitions, past and present, of the masculine and feminine. 
 
HISTORY 297F History of Sexuality Babette Faehmel 
 Monday-Friday  9:00-11:30 p.m. 
 
Introducing students to the study of gender and sexuality as historical categories. Rather than thinking of a 
person’s gender and erotic longings as simply biological facts or expressions of instinctual drives, we will ask to 
what extent social, cultural and political developments have influenced the ways in which we define 
masculine/feminine, normal or abnormal sexuality, and what we consider sexy, erotic, or queer. We will 
approach the topic from multiple perspectives. In examining how historical forces influence notions of 
gender/sexuality, we will look at relatively open and straightforward ways of control and regulation such as 
religious dogma or civil laws. We will also examine the more subtle workings of power. For that we will try to 
understand how ideas about what is “normal” or “appropriate” gender or sexual behavior were disseminated in 
society, how historical actors internalized or resisted these ideas, and how they at times even deployed them 
strategically to advance agendas of their very own. We will look at men and women of different races, classes, 
ethnicities, ages, and sexual proclivities, to illuminate the extent of diversity in U.S. gender and sexual 
relations. 
 
SOCIOL 387 Sexuality and Society Gen Ed (SB U)  
 Monday – Thursday  12:30-2:30 p.m. 
 
The many ways in which social factors shape sexuality. Focus on cultural diversity, including such factors as 
race/ethnicity, gender, and sexual identity in organizing sexuality in both individuals and social groups. Also 
includes adolescent sexuality; the invention of heterosexuality, homosexuality, and bisexuality; the 
medicalization of sexuality; and social theories about how people become sexual. 
 
SOCIOL 395K Domestic Violence Laura Hickman 
 ONLINE  hickman@rand.org
 
Prior to the 1970s, domestic violence in America was widely viewed as a private matter in which public 
intervention was inappropriate except under the most extreme circumstances. Over the past several decades, 
however, domestic violence has been increasingly perceived and responded to by the public as a criminal 
matter. Take a detailed look at patterns and trends in domestic violence in contemporary America, explore 
theoretical perspectives about its causes, and examine the domestic violence reform movement, paying 
special attention to research that tries to assess the actual effectiveness of criminal justice reforms in reducing 
domestic violence. 
 
WOMENSST 187 Introduction to Women’s Studies TBA 
 Monday - Thursday  3:00-6:00 p.m. 
 
Basic concepts and perspectives in Women’s Studies, with women’s experiences at the center of 
interpretation. Critical reading and thinking about gender and its interaction with race and class. Focus on 
women’s history and contemporary issues for women. 
 
 
COMPONENT 

mailto:hickman@rand.org


(Students who would like the following courses count towards the Women’s Studies major or minor must focus 
their paper(s) and project(s) on women’s studies.  100-level courses only count towards the minor.) 
 
AFROAM 236 History of the Civil Rights Movement  
 Monday - Thursday  3:30-6:00 p.m. Gen Ed (HS U) 
 
AFROAM 103 Human Origins and Variation  
 Monday - Friday  12:30-3:00 p.m. Gen Ed (BS) 
 
ANTHRO 104 Culture, Society and People  
 Monday - Friday  12:30-3:00 p.m. Gen Ed (SB G) 
 
COMM 121 Introduction to Media and Culture  
 Monday - Friday  9:00-11:30 a.m. 
 
COMPLIT 141 Good and Evil:  East and West
 ONLINE  Gen Ed (AL G) 
 
ECON 305 Marxian Economics
 Monday - Friday  12:30-3:00 p.m.  
 
EDUC 210 Social Diversity in Education Solomon Abraham 
 Monday-Thursday  4:00-7:00 p.m. (1/17-1/27) Gen Ed (I U) 
 Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (1/21) 
 
SOCIOL 103 Social Problems  
 Monday – Thursday 12:30-3:30 p.m. Gen Ed (SB U) 
 
SOCIOL 224 Social Class Inequality  
 Monday – Thursday  12:30-3:30 p.m.  


