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Overview

Body Politics, an original production by and about women of color, explores a diverse number of topics, ranging from body image, love, food, relationships and oppression. It is intended as an integrative experience to provide support, enlightenment and grounding for Women of Color. Participants both teach and learn from each other and the facilitators during fall writing workshops as they reflect upon and explore in detail their experiences with privilege and oppression. The program continues in the spring with weekly workshops, rehearsals and occasional retreats concluding with two evenings of performances in front a live audience.  No prior theater experience is necessary!
Who Should Apply?
We encourage individuals (including students, community members, and mothers) who desire connection, affirmation, support, learning, growing, healing, and transformation to apply.  Please be aware, when applying, Body Politics is a rigorous program requiring time commitment and a high priority in one’s life for two semesters.  See time commitment below as well as application process.  Students matriculating at one of the Five Colleges who wish to take Body Politics for credit must be in good academic standing, meaning they have maintained a 2.5 GPA for two consecutive semesters.

Participation Criteria

We are looking for 12-14 women of color who fit the following criteria:

· Identify as a Woman of Color:  Black/African American, African, Latina, South American, Chicana, Asian-Pacific Islander, South Asian, Native-American, Middle Eastern, Arab/Arab American, Caribbean, Biracial and Multiracial, and/or  indigenous; 
· Commitment to adhering to group guidelines of honesty, sensitivity, respect, trust and confidentiality when presented with issues or topics that may be challenging, difficult or personal in nature such as body image, identity awareness, intersection of social identities, violence, etc.;
· Interest in social justice issues and awareness of how the personal connects or relate to a larger political, social or global context;
· Can effectively communicate or express your thoughts, stories, and experiences in oral, written or movement form—or have the willingness and courage to try your best and give your all;
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Body Politics
Time Commitment

This is a two-semester commitment.

Fall 2010:

In the fall, we concentrate on creating the written material that is at the heart of the production. Participants will attend an introductory workshop, eight interactive evening workshops and two full-day workshops with guest facilitators. 
Fall workshop dates--Thursdays, 6-9 pm
September 30
October 7, 14, 21 & 28
November 4 & 18
December 2
Fall retreat dates: Saturdays, 10-6 PM

October 2
November 20
Spring 2011:

Spring semester is dedicated to rehearsals and preparation for the final performance. The workshops will concentrate on developing voice, movement and recitation skills, thereby building your stage confidence. 

Spring schedule to be announced including dates for two evenings of performances.
The Application Process
The application process is two-fold.  First, applicants complete the following questions.  Second, an interview will be arranged with Body Politics staff.  The deadline is September 15th.

Please give yourself enough time to adequately answer the questions posted on the following page and e-mail the completed application to: hrmari@stuaf.umass.edu
Please contact WOCLN at 545-1671 or wocln@stuaf.umass.edu with questions or comments.

Thank You!
Body Politics 2010/11 Application
Name: ​​​​​​​​​
Local Address:



Email Address: 



Cell Phone:




Campus phone:
Graduation Year:


         

Are you interested to take BP for credits?     Yes        No
The following questions are for us at WOCLN to get to know a little bit more about you. There is no right or wrong answer, so please respond as openly and truthfully as possible. Thank you! 
1. Do you identify as a Woman of Color? What does the term “Woman of Color” mean to you?

2.We all have multiple social identities (i.e. age, gender, religion, sexual orientation, etc.) Describe who you are using your two most salient social identities.

3. How would you describe your personality? Do you feel you change your behavior when you are in the presence of the same or different genders?
4. How do you maintain your voice when in a group? How do you make room for other women’s voices?

5. How do you deal with conflict?  You may want to elaborate about experiences with any of the following, your friends, your family, people you don’t know well.
6. What is your knowledge of social justice issues?  For example, courses you have taken on aspects of oppression, etc?  
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