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WMWP 1999-2000Calendar

WMWP: Prospect
and Retrospect

Looking back over the year that
hasbeen, ayear that will bemarkedin
our mindsforever astheyear that Pat
Hunter died, we realize that despite
our personal and professional loss, the
Project has had yet another remark-
ableyear. Kim Costino hasdone our
‘98-'99 totals, and again we have
given over 13,000 teacher-contact-
hoursof in-serviceprogramming.

InJuly wemet our new ‘ class' of
Institute alumni, atalented group of
teachersand asubstantial additionto
our network. Deborah Carlin’ ssum-
mer program on Narrative, Anne
Herrington’ s Teacher as Researcher
seminar, and Martin Espada’ sweek-
long poetry seminar have all been
completed, toravereviewsfrompar-
ticipants. Weendedthesummer with
aworkshopfor 30alumswhowanted
to put together their copy for thenew
WMWPIn-Servicecatal og.

Looking ahead, we have a full
schedule: mini-grants, our fal reunion,
thewriting and response groups, the
publication program, our new in-ser-
vice catalog just off the press, the
writer's retreat, and a series of in-
serviceworkshops. Tomanageall of
this we have created an Executive
Board of nine: thethreeco-directors
and Mary Kate Fenton, Anne
Herrington, Mary AnnPalmieri, Pam
Howes, L edlie Skantz-Hodgson, and
Irene Hopp. Welook forward to this
new governance structure, for it will
bringmoreof our hard-workingalums
intoleadershippositions.

“Best Practicesin the Teaching of
Writing”

Saturday, September 25

UMass, BartlettHall, 8:30-1:00
Alums of the 1999 I nvitational Sum-
mer Indtituteand of the1999* Teacher
asResearcher” ingtitute present two
setsof concurrentwor kshopsdescrib-
ing and demonstrating good prac-
ticesin theteaching of writing. Each
workshop will be clearly related to
the Massachusetts Frameworks and
Learning standards. Free, butregis-
tration required. You won't want to
miss it!

WMWP Alumni/ae Reunion
Saturday, October 23, 9:00-2:30
Bullard Farm Conference Center
New Sdem, MA

For alumsof the 1993-9 I nvitational
Smmer Ingtitutes, members of the
WMWP Seering Committee, success-
ful applicants to the 1999-2000
Mini-Grant program, and invited
guests.

Writing and Response Groups
Saturday mornings, Fall 1999: Sept.
18, Oct. 16, and Nov. 6.

UMass, BartlettHall, 9:00-1:00
Opentoall K-12teachersinwestern
Massachusetts, thesegatheringspro-
videa supportiveand creative atmo-
spherein which all levels of writers
canwriteandrevisewiththehelpand
advice of others. Led by Diana F.
Callahan, Co-Director of WMWP.
Freeof charge.

Student Writers Workshop
Saturday, January 15

UMass, BartlettHall, 8:30-1:30

A workshop for western Massachu-
Setts student writers in middle and
high school (grades 5-12). Sudents
have the opportunity to share their
writingwith other sand receivefeed-
back. Free of charge, but registra-
tion required; limited to 100.

Student Editing Day

Saturday, March 4

UMass, BartlettHall 8:30-1:00

A workshop for western Massachu-
seits students in middle and high
school (grades5-12). Workingwith
teacher-editors, sudentsse ect manu-
scripts to include in five student
writing anthologies (see Student
Writers Workshop, above, and Su-
dent Publication Celebration, be-
low). Freeof charge, butregistration
required; limited to 100.

TeachersasWriters' Retreat
Thursday-Saturday, May 4-6,
Jiminy Peak Resort, Hancock

M assachusetts. Come cel ebrate
writingwith other teacher-writers.
Work in small response groupsin
arelaxed environment.

Open to all K-12 teachersin
western Massachusetts. Led by
WMWP teacher-consultants. Fee.

For further information, call
(413)545-5466 or mail in the
form at back of this Newsd etter.




WMWP Highlight: “Best Practices

In the Teaching of Writing”

On Saturday, September 25,
WMWPwill sponsor aworkshopfea
turingteacher-consultantsfromthe1999
Invitational Summer Ingtitute and the
1999 Teacher as Researcher Ingtitute.
Theprogramwill consist of twosetsof
concurrent workshops. Topics focus
ontheteaching of writingandtheuses
of writing as a means of enhancing
students' learning. A number of work-
shopshavebeendesignedinlightof the
Massachusetts Curriculum Frame-
works, its associated Learning Stan-
dards, andthe MCAS.

Theworkshopwill beginat 8:30in
the Bartlett Lobby with coffee, tea,
bagels, and conversation. The first
session will begin at 8:45 and end at
10:45; thesecond sessionwill beginat
11:00 and end at 1:00.

Presenters and topics in the first
session include Michael Silverstone,
fromWestwood Elementary School in
Amherg, on establishing aclassroom
environmentforwriting; LynnSchmitt,
from ThorntonBurgessMiddleSchool
inHampden, onintegratingpoetryinthe
classroom and how this relates to the
standards and MCAS; Irene Hopp,
from High School of Commerce in
Springfield, oncreating”lifemaps’ for
writing; and Ledlie Skantz-Hodgson,
from SmithVocationa & Agricultural
High School inNorthampton, onusing
journaligtic techniques to inform and
enhanceother writing genres.

Presenters and topicsin the sec-
ond session include Karen
Sumaryono, from West Springfield
High School, ontheuseof collabora-
tive collages to prepare students for
MCAS writing; Andy Frantz, from
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Swift River Elementary School in
Belchertown, on “Making Poetry
Accessible and Enjoyable”’; Damon
Douglas, from Swift River School in
New Salem, on the practices that
transform the research report into a
meaningful activity for studentsand
teachers;, and Gail Gilman, from
Brimfield Elementary School, and
BonnieMoriarty, fromCathedra High
School inSpringfield, onspecificap-
proaches and strategies for teaching
revison.

Thisworkshop isfree of charge
and open to all western Massachu-
setts K-12 teachers. Registrationis
required, however, and thefirst 100
toregister will beaccepted. Toregis-
ter for“Best Practicesinthe Teaching
of Writing,” pleasecompleteand mail
totheProject theregistrationformon
the back page of this Newdletter.
Participantswill earn 4 PDPs.

Writing and Response

Groups, Fall 1999
by Diana Callahan

Haveyoubeentryingtofindtime
inyour busy scheduletowriteandjust
can’'t? Or perhapsyou have several
piecesinprogressand need response?
Saturday morning writing and re-
sponse groups may be just the thing
for you. Groups meet onceamonth
at UMass in Bartlett 252 on three
Saturday mornings. September 18,
October 16, and November 6. Park-
ingisfreeand close by in Lot 71.

Usually westart with coffee, ba-
gels, and conversation; write for a
period of time and finish with some
sharing and responding. Thereisno
needto makeacommitment toattend
all meetings and, although we take
time to write together, pieces in
progressareawayswelcome.

As in past years, WMWP will
publish pieces from the group in its
publication, TeachersWrite. All area
teachers are welcome to attend, so
bring afriend, and bring your pen!

Leslie Skantz-Hodgson, of Smith Vocational and Agricultural High Schooal,
speaks at the WMWP Summer Institute on the politics of standardized testing.
Ledlie is a presenter at the “Best Practices’ workshop, where she will give a
session on using journalism and its strategies to facilitate other kinds of writing.
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1999 WMWP Summer Institute Invigorates Teachers

by Leslie Skantz-Hodgson

TheWMWPInvitational Summer
Ingtitute is like a spafor writers. For
threeweeks participantsreceiveintel-
lectua nourishment, whole blocks of
time to exercise writing skills, and,
through reader-response groups, sug-
gestionsfor* massaging” theirwriting.

Oncel madethecommitmenttobe
availableduringthecourseof theinsti-
tute, | was glad | did. The rigorous
courserequiresparticipantstopresenta
workshop, conduct researchand, most
of al,write. Participantsareessentialy
giventhegift of timeto do thekind of
persond interestwork they rardly have
timeto do asteachers. After yearsof
providing feedback onmy highschool
students’ writing, | wasthrilledtobeon
thereceivingendforachange. Likemy
students, | could not wait to get my
papersback fromtheco-directors,who
alwayshad meaningful andhelpful re-
sponsesto my writing.

The co-directors main roleisto
ensure that everyone redize their po-
tential as writers by providing both
mentoring and technological support.

Math and science teachers became
poets. Guidance counselorsand ESL
teachers became authors of profound
pieces. English teachers, who have
spent yearsreading thewriting of ado-
lescents and no longer believed they
cold be mature writers, redlized they
were wrong. Participants learn from
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eachother, aswell, throughworkshops
andthesharingof writingandresearch.

I now haveacacheof terrificideas
to bring back to the classroom, and a
body of research and writing | never
wouldhaveproducedwithout theingti-
tute. Likeagood spa, theinstitutesent
meoff feinginvigorated.

From left to right. Front: Damon Douglas, Karen Sumaryono, Leslie
Skantz-Hodgson, Elsie Aragonés. Middle: Diana Callahan, Irene Hopp,
Krishnee Perumal, Mary Lareau Moore, Lynn Schmitt, Celia Pyfrom-
Sephens. Back: Michael Slverstone, Charlie Moran, Andy Frantz,

Jeff Kenney, John Warchol, Bruce Penniman.

“Writing for All" Scheduled for Summer 2000

InJuly 2000theProjectwill offer
atwo-week programfocusing onthe
teaching of writing/language artsto
speakers of other languages. Karen
Sumaryono (‘99) and Wilma Ortiz
(WFA ‘97) will lead the seminar,
whichisscheduledtotakeplaceover
two four-day, Monday-Thursday
weeks, July 10-20. There will be an
orientation-day aswell on May 27.

“Writing For All” growsout of a
year-longWMWPprogramfundedin
1997-8 by the Braitmayer Founda-

tion. Both Karen Sumaryono and
WilmaOirtizwereparticipantsinthat
program, which was led by Renata
Pienkawaand TinaBrowne, alumsof
the* 96 I nvitational Summer I nstitute.

For thisprogram WMWP hopes
to draw 15 K-12 teachers, some of
whomwill be ESL/TESOL teachers
and some of whom will be main-
stream teachers who work with stu-
dentswithlimited Englishproficiency.
The program will focus on the latest
theory and best practiceintheteach-

ingof writing, with particular empha-
sis on teaching the teaching of the
LanguageArtsto studentsfor whom
Englishisasecond language.

Participantsin the program will
receiveastipend of $400and 68 PDP
units. Applicantsmust befull-timeK -
13 classroom teachers in western
Massachusetts--from\Worcester west
totheNew Y ork state border. 1f you
areinterestedinapplying, pleasecall
the WM WP office--413-545-5466--
and ask for an application form.
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Noteworthy at WMWP

New WMWP Coordinator for
Mini-Grants

Pam Howes is WMWP's new
Coordinator for Mini-Grants, succeed-
ing Caryl Finn who is now enjoying
theseaandthewesather onatinyisland
in the Caribbean. Pam is an alum of
the WMWP 1997 Invitational Sum-
mer Institute, where she prepared a
workshop titled “Living History: A
Different Kind of Research Paper.”
Sheand her school wererecipientsof
aWMWP mini-grantin 1997-8. To-
gether with colleagues Kristen
Hamilton, Norma McClain, and
Walter Morse, Pamleda“ Writingand
Publication” seminarinwhicheach of
theparticipatingteacherscompleteda
classroom publication project. Pam
teachesseventhgradeL anguageArts
at SouthHadley MiddleSchool,where
she serves on the Curriculum Com-
mittee. Pam comesto teaching from
abackgroundinResidential Life. She
hasworkedinthisfield at Georgetown
Law School, Rennselaer Polytechnic
Institute, theUniversity of Vermont,
andtheUniversity of Massachusetts.

Executive Board

Withtheadviceandconsentof its
Steering Committee, the Co-Direc-
tors have established an Executive
Boardthat will meet monthly andwill
overseethein-service staff develop-
ment of the Project. The new Board
will be composed of the three co-
directors, thecoordinator of theMini-
Grant program, thecoordinator of the
Student Publication Program, the
coordinator for the Springfield pro-
grams, amember of theUniversity’s
English Department, and a member
fromthemost recent Invitational Sum-
mer | nstitute. Personsnow occupying
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these positionsinclude Pam Howes,
Mary-Ann Devita Pamieri, Anne
Herrington, and Leslie Skantz-
HodgsonandIreneHopp (both el ected
co-membersfromingtitute’ 99). Mary
Kate Fentonwill serveasthecoordi-
nator for the Springfield programs.
Thechangefromaco-directorate
to an executive board comes about
largely because of the death of Pat
Hunter. Replacing Pat Hunter as co-
director wasnot anoption, becauseof
themany hatsPat woreasProj ect co-
director. Thethree present co-direc-
tors, Diana Callahan, Bruce
Penniman, and Charlie Moran, look
to this new board to provide the
energy andleadershiptheProjectwill
requireasit continuesand expandsits
work in western Massachusetts.

PatHunter Memorial Fund

ThePat Hunter Memoria Fundis
now afull-fledged University endow-
ment, thanks to Pat’s family and
thanks to many of you. As of this
writing, 112 teachers, family, and
friendshavecontributed over $10,000
to the fund. The fund will support
WMWP projects that focus particu-
larly on professional development
programs for teachers from urban
centersin western Massachusetts.

Thedoorisstill openfor contribu-
tionstothefund. Indeed, wehopethat
thisfund in Pat’s memory will con-
tinueto grow, both asatributeto her
and her accomplishments and as a
support for WMWP programs that
shewas soinstrumental ininitiating
and sustaining. To make a contribu-
tion, please send acheck madeout to
the University of Massachusetts to
CharlesMoran, WMWP, Bartlett Hall,
University. of Massachusetts,
Amherst, MA 01003-0515.

Call for Manuscripts!

TheWesternMassachusetts\Wirit-
ing Project solicits manuscripts
for anew publication tentatively
titled A Cross-Curriculum Jour-
nal of Teaching Writing: Prac-
ticeand Resear ch. Publication of
the first issue is scheduled for
February or March, 2000.

Content may includewritingteach-
ing practices, research, and/or per-
sonal writing that can be either
creativeor reflective.

K-12teachersindl disciplinesare
invitedtosubmit materialsandto
sharetheir knowledge, opinions,
and practiceswith other teachers
inthewestern Massachusettsarea.

Deadlinefor submissons:
November 1, 1999.

Please forward inquiries and
manuscriptsto:

IreneHopp

High School of Commerce
State Street

Springfield, MA 01129
i_hopp@hotmail.com
(413) 348-2308

or

LedieSkantz-Hodgson
SmithVocationd & Agricultura
High School

80 L ocust Street

Northampton, MA 01060;

or, a home:

58 Upland Road

Leeds, MA 01053
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A South African Woman'’s Experience at the Western
Massachusetts Writing Project’s Summer Institute

by Krishnee Perumal

My nameisKrishneePerumal. |
come from South Africa, Kwazulu
Natal, and | teach at atownship high
school. My contact withtheWMWP
has been through Judith Baker, who
teachesat MadisonHighinBoston. |
met her during her visit to South
Africa. She worked with my stu-
dents, someof whomcamefromvery
poor backgrounds. Judith showed
much empathy and engaged students
inwriting piecesthat eventually were
published into a school magazine.
Her dedication, vitality, andtalentin
getting even the weaker students to
write was a marvel to al. Judith
arranged for metobeaparticipantin
the WMWP summer institute.

The initial week seemed over-
whelming, but once the goals were
clearly outlined | felt settled. The
directorsset clear parametersfor usto
work. Once the stage was set they
alowed us to work independently.
Their support madeall of usfeel safe
about writing our piecesand present-
ing. Thisgavemegreater confidence

inmywriting. WMWPhasprovided
mewithmany inva uablewritingskills.
| have acquired abox of toolswhich
| canutilizewhenever theneed arises.

Presentationswere of high stan-
dard, creative, and interactive. Like
a good craftsman, | have become
more aware of my writing process.
The participants passed on new di-
mensionsto the teaching of writing.
The camaraderie at the workshop
wasgreat; | learned alot about each
individual throughthegroupinterac-
tion.

Thekind of exercisesweengaged
in—to get to know one another—
could be applied to school staff. |
spentelevenyearsat onehigh school,
yet never got to know some of the
individualsaspersonally as| didthe
participants at the summer institute.
Thehealthy group dynamicsfostered
good humanrelationsand asensitiv-
ity to the needs of others.

| learned about the American
school system, a bit, through my
discussion with the group. | was
surprised at how the MCAS testing
operates. Thiscontrastssharply with
the South African school system. In
South Africa, standardizedtestingis
doneonly inthesenior year to deter-
minestudents’ entry intotertiary in-
dtitutions. In the twelfth grade, the
writingcomponentisnolongertested
formally. Instead, students' pieces
arepresentedinaportfoliofor evalu-
ation. Schoolsaregroupedtofacili-
tate eval uation which isdone by ad-
ministratorsor senior teachers.

Outcomes-based education is
being advocatedinthe South African
system. Students, especialy in the
juniorlevel, arerequiredtoperforma
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skill beforeamark isgiven.

The communicative teaching
method isthe cornerstoneto the out-
comes-based model where student
participation is imperative. Group
activities and group projects are
strongly advocated in the outcomes-
based model. After many years of
separation between the various race
groups, the group activities help in
fosteringgoodrelationships. WMWP
has given me many outcomes-based
activitiesthat | coulduseinmy class-
room and that | will share with my
colleaguesback home.

I would like to thank Charlie
Moran who has such a wealth of
knowledge, experience, and expertise
in the writing process, yet displays
humility likethesagesof yesteryear.
BrucePennimanand DianaCallahan
work very efficiently and provided
assistance whenever we required it.
Theteam has provided uswith good
rolemodelsto emulate.

I would like to thank my host,
DianaCallahan, and her family forthe
warmmanner inwhichthey received
me. The family made me feel at
home, when | was away from home.
They went beyondthecall of beinga
host home, by taking me to visit
different placesand by treatingmeas
amember of their family. | will take
back atreasure trove of warm expe-
riences and wonderful memories of
theCallahanfamily.

My learning curve hasreached a
new horizon, and | ameager totry out
the avant-garde teaching techniques
offered to me.
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Student Publication Program, 1999-2000

TheStudent PublicationProgram
continuesto seek teacherswilling to
serveasschool and/or district contact
people. Our experiencehasbeenthat
teacherswith astronginterestin stu-
dent publicationsarethebest conduits
for information about the project—
andknow best how to get theword out
to others.

The duties of a school/district
contact person areto disseminatein-
formation and materials to teachers
andstudents, togivegentlereminders
about upcoming deadlines, toreceive
and submit manuscripts, todistribute
notificationletters, to coordinatepar-
ticipationinthePublication Celebra-
tion, and to deliver the school’s/
district’ scopiesof thepublications.

We hope, too, that the school/

district contact personwill serveasa
catalystforlocd celebrationsandpress
coverageand perhapsevenlocal stu-
dent publications. If youarewillingto
serveasaschool/district contact per-
son, pleasecheck theappropriateline
belowandmail theformtothe WMWP
office.

Program Schedule

January 15: Student Writers
Workshop (Snhow Day Jan. 22)
February5: Deadlinefor
Manuscript submissions

March 4: Student Editors Day,
UMass (Snow Day March 11)
June 13: Publication Celebration,
UMass, Campus Center

Student Writers” Workshop Returns to UMass

WMWP sthird Student Writers' Workshop will be held Saturday,
January 15 in Bartlett Hall at UMass (Snow day January 22). Open to
middleand high school students, the workshop will include an opening
session, writing-and-responsegroups, and apizzalunch. Therewill bea
sessionfor parentsandteacherson creatingwriting clubsfor students. The
workshopisfree, but spaceislimited to 100 students. Pre-registrationis
required. If youwant to bring studentsto theworkshop, and/or if you can
help with registration, pleasefill out and return theform below.

Student Publication Program/Student Writers Workshop Reply Form

Name: School phone:
School: District:

School Address:

HomeAddress:

Home' phone:

Please check all that apply:

O 1 wouldliketo serve asastudent publication contact person for my school/district (circle one).

O | wouldliketo assist at the Student Writers' Workshop in January 2000.

O lwouldliketoserveasacontact personfor the Student Writers' Workshop. Please send registration information.

Please send to: Charles Moran, Western Massachusetts Writing Project, Bartlett 258, Box 30515,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003
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For mybrother Stephen, away inLondon these manyyears

byAndyFrantz, 1999Invitational Summer Institute

When I thoughtsomehow today of tennis balls--
howanew can hissessharply whenit'sbreached,
the shocking danger of the lid rightthen,

the neonsmell, the impossible brightness,

the ballsthatjump soarrogantly high,

collidingjauntily onthefirstrolling bounce--

itmade me wantto share that momentwithyou.
Your unpresumptive smile inthe morningsun,
knocking your racquetwith the heel of your hand,
your lanky gaitand whippingarms,aheron

atnet, swoopingand pouncingonweak shots;

your quieturging voice: Allright, Drew, come on, Drew.

It's still true that when | stand ready to serve or return

| feel your familiar absence at my left hand.

PAGE7



WMWP Application/Registration Form

Name:

School/College:
School Address:
email: telephone:
HomeAddress:
Grade(s) taught: telephone:

APPLICATION/REGISTRATION FORPROGRAMSWORKSHOPS
U Please send me materials about the May Writer' s Retreat

U I’dliketoapply tonext-year’ s(2000) Invitational Summer Institute. Pleasesend
mematerialsasthey becomeavailable.

U Please note my new address and/or telephone number, above.
UPlease add my nameto the Writing and Response Group mailing list.

UPlease sign me up as ateacher-contact in the WMWP Publication Program.

QP easesend meinformationabout Writing For All, aWMWPinvitational summer
program.

Return this form to Charles Moran, WMWP, English Department, Bartlett Hall,
Box 30515, University of Massachusetts, Amherst MA 01003-0515. WMWP is a
local site of the National Writing Project. It is supported by the University's
English Department, the Dean of Humanities and Fine Arts, the Provost of the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst, and by the Massachusetts Department
of Education.
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