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Project Newsletter

Fall Brings a Variety of
Offerings from WMWP

The new school year bringswith
it a new variety of activities offered
by WMWP.

The menu of workshops offered
at the annual Best Practices in the
Teaching of Writingworkshopisrich
withopportunities, fromlearninghow
to create a family writing workshop
familiesto helping bilingual students
in writing across the curriculum.

Furthering the basic tenet that
writing is as essential in other disci-
plines as it is in language arts, the
Project is offering a three-part series
that will share strategies for using
writing to teach science.

Adding to the variety and exper-
tise of the Executive Board is Susan
Biggs, a — teacher at Amherst Re-
gional High School and a participant
in this year's Summer Institute. She
waselectedtotheBoardby her ‘ class.’

Alsoaddingtothemix will bethe
ideas and data gleaned from a na
tional research network that five
WMWP members have joined.
Bonnie Tipaldi, Bonnie Moriarty,
Linda Fernsten, Joanne Wisnewski
and Jack Czajkowski expect to col-
lect a wealth of information through
their collaboration with other teacher
researchers from the Breadloaf
Teacher Network, the Philadelphia
and Boston Writing Projects, and the
University of Georgia.

Finally, novice teachers will be
assistedintheir new careersby Diana
Callahan and friends at the second
series of New Teacher Seminars that
will take place throughout the year.

Best Practicesin the Teaching of
Writing
Saturday, September 30, 8:30-1:00
UMass, Bartlett Hall

Alumsof the 2000 Invitational
Summer Institute and of the 2000
Writing for All institute present
two sets of concurrent workshops
describingand demonstrating good
practicesintheteaching of writing.
Each workshop will be clearly re-
lated to the Massachusetts Frame-
works and Learning standards.
Free, but registration required.

Writing Matters: Writing in the
Science Classroom
Saturdays: Oct. 14, 28, Nov. 18, 9-
12:00.
UMass, Bartlett Hall
Inthisseriesfor upper elemen-
tary and middle school teachers,
participantswill learnstrategiesfor
integrating writing into their sci-
enceclassrooms. Teamsof science
and language arts teachers are en-
couraged to apply. Fee: $50.

New Teacher Seminars 2000-01
Thursday afternoons, October 5,
November 2, December 7, January
11, February 8, March 8, April 5,
May 10, 4.00-7:00
Smith Vocational and Agricultural
High School, Northampton
Aneight-seminar seriesfor new
teachersinwestern M assachusetts.
By registration: limitedto50. Spon-
sored and funded by the M assachu-

\setts Department of Education.

/ WMWP 2000-1 Calendar

~

WMWP Alumni/ae Reunion
Saturday, October 28, 9:00-2:30
Bullard Farm Conference Center,
New Salem

For alums of the 1993-2000 In-
vitational Summer Institutes, mem-
bers of the WMWP Steering Com-
mittee, successful applicantsto the
2000-2001 Mini-Grant program, and
invited guests.

Writing and Response Groups
Saturday mornings, Fall 2000: Sep-
tember 9, October 7, and November
4; 9:00-1:00 (spring semester dates
TBA)
UMass, Bartlett Hall

Open to al K-12 teachers in
western Massachusetts, these gath-
erings provide asupportive and cre-
ative atmospherein which al levels
of writers can write and revise with
thehelpand adviceof others. Led by
Diana F. Calahan, Co-Director of
WMWP. Free of charge.

Student Writers Workshop
Saturday, January 13 (snow date:
January 20), 8:30-1:30
UMass, Bartlett Hall

A workshop for western Massa-
chusetts student writers in middle
and high school (grades 5-12). Stu-
dents have the opportunity to share
their writing with othersand receive
feedback. Workshops for parents,
guardians, and teachers. Free of
charge, but registration required;
limit 100.

/
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Noteworthy at WMWP

Mary-Ann DeVita Palmieri
‘93, with the help of Tom and
Dianne Telicki (*96), hascollected
and formatted submissions for the
first edition of amagazine of teach-
ers’ writing. The magazine will be
unveiled at the Best Practices work-
shop on September 30. Join us for
the celebration.

Damon Douglas, ‘99, who was
on sabbatical thelast academic year,
spent histime supervising and train-
ing teachers as well as writing ar-
ticlesfor Hampshire Life magazine,
which appears in the Friday edition
of The Daily Hampshire Gazette.

Thetopicsof hisarticlesranged
from parking meters, the rail trail,
full-time RV-ers and the growing,
harvestingand eating of corn, apiece
that grew out of his work from the
1999 Summer Institute.

Damon said the purpose of the
sabbatical “has been to pursue as-
pects of education that | didn’t have
time for when teaching aswell asto
spend more time with my family

while the kids are young.”

“Some of the aspects pursued:
supervising student teachers for
UMass in grades 1-12 in Amherst
and Springfield, training teachersin
the use of the Full Option Science
System (FOSS) for Delta Educa-
tion, and instituting a longitudinal,
rubric-scored system for tracking
student writing progress at my
school, Swift River,” he explained.

Susan Biggs, ‘00, a teacher at
Amherst Regional High School and
an alum of this past Summer Insti-
tute, has been elected by the mem-
bersof her classto serveaone-year
term on the WMWP Executive
Board. The board meets monthly
and overseesthein-servicestaff de-
velopment of the Project. It is com-
posed of the three co-directors, the
coordinator of the Mini-Grant pro-
gram, the coordinator of the Student
Publication Program, the coordina-
tor for the Springfield programs, a
member of theUniversity’ sEnglish
Department, theeditor of the News-
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|etter, and a member from the most
recent I nvitational Summer I nstitute.
TheBoard meetsmonthly attheFive
Colleges.

Michad Silverstone, ‘99 isthe
author of Rigoberta Menchu: De-
fendingHuman Rightsin Guatemala.
Michael is an alum of WMWP's
1999 Invitational Summer Institute
andateacher at theWildwood School
in Amherst.

Thereviewer for Booklist writes
of Michadl’ sbook, “ Silverstone has
done an outstanding job of giving
the political, economic, and cultural
background and discussing horrify-
ing eventsin away that reflects the
sufferings of Rigoberta and her
neighbors without being too over-
whelming for young readers.”

Ledlie Skantz-Hodgson ‘99 is
the new Newsdletter editor. Thisis
sue is her first. She brings to her
work her experience asajournalist
for the Springfield Union News. She
brings, too, her sons Colin, age2 1/
2, and Christian, born March 28.

“Writing For All" Summer Workshop Inspires Participants

“Writing for All,” a two-week
summer institutefor teachers of sec-
ond language learners, madeits sec-
ond appearance in Western Massa-
chusetts in July—to rave reviews.

The twelve participants, a mix
of K-13 mainstream and ESL teach-
ers, spent two weeks at the UMass
Amherst campus working on their
ownwriting and responding, attend-
ingworkshopsonissuesandresearch
inlanguagelearning, and planning a
curriculum project for September.

Teacherswere overwhelmingly
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positiveintheir commentsabout the
institute and how they and their stu-
dents will benefit.

Institute co-facilitators Karen
Sumaryono of West Springfield
High School and Wilma Ortiz of
Amherst Middle School were im-
pressed by the enthusiasm created
by the teachers both for their own
writing and in planning writing
projects for their students.

“Teachers like these who get
excited by their own writing infuse
their classrooms with that enthusi-

asm and student writing improves,”
says Karen Sumaryono. “And the
writing of studentslearning English
asanew language often teaches and
inspires us al.”

Instituteguest speakersincluded
Mary Janeczek, from EImsCollege,
who spoke on “Language Learners
andtheMCAS;,” andLorrainePlasse,
coordinator for Englishof theSpring-
field Public Schools, who spoke on
“UsingtheFrameworks.” Thegroup
will meet again at the WMWP Re-
union in October.



South African Educator Takes Home Techniques

Learned at WMWP's Summer Institute

by Andrew Kruger

Someof youmay think that com-
ing to Amherst all the way from
South Africaisalong way to travel
for a summer institute and yes, |
would agree. But it was well worth
it. 1 work inteacher inservicetrain-
ing at the University of Cape Town.
In South Africawriting istaught in
what I'd call the traditional way:
you write for the teacher (what the

teacher wants) and what youwriteis
measured by the surface features -
spelling, grammar, and your actua
handwriting. Many learners and
teachers, including myself, end up
with anegativereaction to the act of
writing and try to avoid it.

A recent study in South Africa
found that only 35 percent of grade
4 children were functionally liter-
ate. Teachers attitudes to writing
and the low literacy rates in South
Africa motivated me to attend the
WMWP Summer 2000 Institute.

The institute made me and my
American colleagues acutely aware
of the fact that if you teach writing
you need to write yourself. We al
started writing from the very first
day, first with journal writing (per-
sonal, low-stakeswriting - non-judg-
mental - writing for yourself). We
learned the different purposes of
high- andlow-stakeswritingandthe
need to promote writing in a safe,
nurturing environment.

We were also asked to submit a
piece of writing every week. To as-
sist us with this daunting task, we
formedwritingand responsegroups.
| found thisstrategy innovative, asit
also provided uswith asafe placeto
share and get responses to our writ-
ing before handing it in, a strategy
I'll definitely be taking home with
me! The use of writing prompts to
unblock writers helped me enor-
mougly, asl’ veawayssufferedfrom
“I don’t know what to write.”

What | enjoyed the most was
thattheinstitute’ slearning andteach-
ing processes were multi-faceted.
Weweretaught and tutored not only
by Diana, Charlie and Bruce, co-
leaderswho coached andinspired us
al, but by each other through our
presentations and writing response
groupsaswell asour ownindividual
inquiry projects.

If you ever have an opportunity
to attend a WMWP Summer Insti-
tute, don't just think about it, do it!

New Teacher Seminars Offered Again This Year

by Diana Callahan

For thesecondyear inarow, the
Western Massachusetts Writing
Project has been awarded a grant
from the Department of Education
to deliver asupport programfor new
and beginning teachers, a series of
seminars to bring new teachers to-
gether to network with one another
and with veteran teachers.

Last year approximately 50
first- and second-year teachers took
part in the series of five seminars
which met at Smith Vocational and
Agricultural High School in

Northampton. Theseteachersrepre-
sented all grade levels from fifteen
different western Massachusetts
school districts.

Thisyear the program has been
expanded to meet monthly from
October to May (see calendar, page
1, for specific dates and times) and
to include a wider range of topics.
Thosetopicswill include classroom
management, issues in teaching in
the content areas, waysto meet indi-
vidual student needs, the M assachu-
setts Curriculum Frameworks,
MCA Stesting, special educationis-

sues, and technology. Each session
will include time for participants to
dialogue with veteran teachers as
well as with their colleagues both
withinand acrossgrade-level group-
ings. Seminarswill continueto meet
in the Smith Vocational and Agri-
cultural High School library. First
and second year teachers are wel-
come to attend free of charge, but
enrollment is limited to 50. Free
parkingisavailableand pizzawill be
served at the break. Please call the
Project office at 545-5466 for more
information.
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What | Did On My Summer
Vacation: SummerWrite! 2000

Picture nineteen young men and
women, fromthefourth through the
eleventh grades, writing their way
through two weeks of heat and hu-
midity in Bartlett Hall—and loving
it! That was SummerWrite! 2000.

Led by WMWP teachers Tina
Browne, PamHowesand Mary-Ann
DeVita Palmieri, SummerWrite!
2000 was a two-week writing camp
which ran from 9 am. to noon
July10- 21 on the UMass campus.
Students took part in teacher-led
workshops, journal-writing, a po-

etry slam, writing on computers, de-
signing and decorating T-shirts and
afinal celebration.

Guest presenters included

Volume 8, number 1, September 2000

and a wonderful energizer for student
writers and teachers alike. The final
publication “...and now for some-
thing completely different...” was42
pages long and chock full of good
writing.

Below aretwo samplesof student
writing from SummerWrite! 2000.

Michael Silverstone, alo- -
ca author and a teacher at
Wildwood Elementary
School in Amherst, and
Todd Felton, English de-

partment  chair  at Atone time
Wilbraham-M unson Acad- Filled with voices
Is now silent

emy, both of whom are
WMWP alums.
Itwasagreat twoweeks

~

TheForgottenPlace
by RebeccaMarkarian

A forgotten place

Remnants of the past
Littered about
The overgrown campus

~

/Cloudy Days
by Emily Estes

i’'m sitting in that awful

stony silence that's like a day when the

sky is just bleak and gray but filled with
thunderstorms pockmarked with tensities
umms and likes eyes looking too kindly for

an answer and what i don’t wanna say

not knowing what makes me shrink into that seat
that’s always so hard i don’t know how

to sit here and listen when she says

she’s prying i'm not sure really why

i’'m actually here surrounded by reminders of
the millions of other people that should be here
instead of me but aren’t

it was only a rejection in a way

only a stopping of what i felt

of course i'm having normal thoughts

i'm a normal girl i thought and so did she.

like an ugly duckling that actually turns into

a duck that's so plain it's unmistakable

it's just a sense of perception compassion isolation
dawning like acloudy day

even if nobody understands it's only a resistance
animpulse an urge arealization

that i didn’t really want so it just happened

just plain and simple

up and happened like part of me got sick of life
and walked out of the room.

N J

PAGE 4

Paint a disturbing picture.

Broken swings
Now still
Rusty tricycles
Lost in shrubs
Asingle shoe,
Never to see its mate
A wheelchair just left,
Never to help again
A music box on a deserted bed
Now sings only spiders to sleep
Chipped paintand crumbling ceilings
Adorn the now abandoned rooms
Ghostly shadows
Peer through boarded windows
Cracked mugs abandoned on porch ledges
Still await their owners’ return
Overgrown weeds
Now conceal images of the past.

Locked doors
With keys discarded
Attempt to silence cries
We can no longer hear.

These reminders
Of unhappier times
Keep people away
From this forgotten place
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Building Bridges Through Writing:
Invitational Summer Institute 2000

by Sylvia Fisher

While this year's reconstruction
of the only bridge across the Con-
necticut river in Massachusetts was
once again put on hold, teachers -
writers at Western Massachusetts
Writing Project’ s Invitational Sum-
mer Institute decided to build their
own bridge made of creative ideas,
inspiring projects, and helpful hints.

They flocked to Amherst from
more than one corner of the world.
The Institute welcomed its first at-
tendant from University of Cape
Townin South Africa, Mr. Andrew
Kruger. It aso attracted teachers of
writing whosefirstlanguagewasnot
English, but lesser known Ruma-
nian, Slovak, and Navajolanguages.
Others brought their English skills
from Shutesbury, Belchertown,

The Class of 2000:
Front row, left to
right: Sylvia
Fisher, Dorothy
Hans, Heather =
L obenstine, Susan |
Biggsand Tina
Higney. Back row,
Ieft to right: Adina
Alexandru, Allison [
Craig, Dianne
Tebaldi, Vicki
Davey, Ginger
Shapiro and
Andrew Kruger

Springfield,Wilbraham,
Baldwinville, Ware, and another
lesser known corners of Amherst.

Although it might seem difficult
to create aharmonious collaboration
in such adiverse group of individu-
als, once the participants settled un-
dertheinspiringleadership of Charlie
Moran, Diana Calahan, and Bruce
Penniman, everybody was ready to
producethe” masterpieceof her (his)
life”.

They say, “Nothing great comes
without someperspiration”, and soit
waswith thisyear’ sinquiry projects
and freewritings. Our teacher- writ-
ers put their hearts and souls into
their work and the resultswere truly
out of thisworld. They all hopedthat
thework they producedwould create

much needed bridges between our
creativeforcesand teaching of vari-
ous academic disciplines.

Response Groups Meet
in Fall 2000

The WMWP Writing and Re-
sponse Group will meet on Satur-
days again thisfall, in Bartlett 256,
September 9, October 7, and No-
vember 4. The meetings begin at
9:00 and run through 1:00, with cof-
fee, tea, and snacks provided.

Participating teachers will get
time to write and time to read and
respond to to others’ writing. Any
and all genres welcome, from the
poem through the grant proposal. A
goodtimetofoster that writing habit!
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Best Practices 2000
September 30, 2000
Bartlett Hall, UMass

8:30-1:00
Schedule

8:30-8:45 Coffee and
Registration, Bartlett Hall,
Lobby

8:45-10:45 Session |
10:45-11:00 Break
11:00-1:00 Session Il

Featuring trained teacher-consult-
ants from the Western Massachu-
setts Writing Project 2000 Invita-
tional Summer Instituteand Writing
for All institute, “Best Practices in
the Teaching of Writing” offers two
setsof concurrent workshops focus-
ing on theteaching of writing and
the uses of writing as a pedagogical
tool.

Session | Workshops

Workshop 1—Teachers as Writ-
ers: Writingand Publishingwith/
for Young People (E/MS/HS);
Heather Lobenstine, Shutesbury El-
ementary School

Participants will explore pow-
erful models of combining roles as
teachersandwriters, including dem-
onstrating the writing process, writ-
ing alongside students, and sharing
our writing with our classes. In
addition, participants will receive
guidanceandresourcesthat canhelp
make the journey toward publica-
tion smoother for both adult and
student writers.
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Workshop 2 — Tapping into
Writer’sHeart: Writing with Bi-
lingual Children (E/MS/HS);
Sylvia Fisher, Litwin School,
Chicopee

In this workshop, participants
will explore ways to involve bilin-
gual students in writing across the
curriculum. We will pay specific
attention to the use of the form,
ideas, and structure as generative
forcesin writing.

Workshop 3—Connecting Litera-
ture to Life (MS/HS); Dianne
Tebaldi, Cathedral HS

Participantswill explore strate-
gies and experience activities de-
signedtoencouragestudentsto make
connections between literature and
life through writing.

Workshop 4— L anguage, Power,
and ldentity: Issuesin the Writ-
ing Classroom (MS/HS); Dorothy
Hans, Wilbraham & Monson Acad.

Participants will sharein adis-
cussion concerning issues of lan-
guage, power, and identity. Atten-
tion will be given to the ways in
which power rel ationshipsaffect stu-
dents' writingandthewaysinwhich
we read this writing.

Session Il Workshops

Workshop 1 —The Family Writ-
ing Workshop: Building Bridges
between Familiesand Our Schools
(EIMS/HYS); Susan Biggs, Amherst
Regional HS

Participants will experience a
family writing workshop which in-
troducesfamiliesto thewriting pro-
cess and offers opportunities for
communication within the partner-
ship of families, schools, and the
community. Participantswill leave
with everything they need for facili-
tatingtheir ownfamily writingwork-
shop.
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Workshop 2 —Second L anguage
Acquisition Theories and Teach-
ing Practices: Writing in a For-
eign Language Class (MS/HS);
Adina Alexandru, Kiley Middle
School, Springfield

Report on specific approaches
to teaching aforeign language with
concentration on writing activities
asthey becomemeaningful and pur-
poseful intoday’s classroom. The
emphasiswill beontheforeignlan-
guage learner as a participant and
“user” in social interaction. A Short
overview of SLA trendswill bere-
viewed. Techniques could be ap-
plied to ESL and bilingual classes.
Teaching material and examples of
student work will be shared.

Workshop 3 — Connections:
From Correctingto Coaching (E/
MSHS); Bonnie Tipaldi, Soring-
field Tech. Community College
What is the role of the writer's
notebook in today’s multilingual
classroom? Thisworkshop will ex-
plore the research concerning jour-
nal writing asatool to teach writing
toall studentsregardlessof gradeor
language background. Methods,
benefits, and related issue.

Workshop 4 —The M CAS: Test-
taking Skills and Stress Reduc-
tion Techniques (E'MS/HS); llene
Freedman, Bowles Elementary
School, Springfield

This workshop will enable
teachers to ensure their students
performat their highest ability level
by learning specifictest-taking skills
and stress reduction techniques.
Connections will be made to the
curriculum frameworksand adapta-
tions will be discussed for English
as a second language students and
studentsin grades 2-12. Extensive
handouts will be available.
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Penniman Receives UMass Honorary Degree;
Callahan Receives University Outreach Award

BrucePenniman, M assachusetts
Teacher of theY earin1999andaco-
director of WMWP, was given an
honorary degree this spring by the
University of Massachusetts.
Penniman received his doctorate
fromtheUniversity’ sSchool of Edu-
cation. HeteachesEnglish and Jour-
nalism at Amherst Regional High
School, and is President-El ect of the
New England Association of Teach-
ers of English (NEATE). He has
edited the NEATE Leaflet for the
past five years.

DianaCallahan, with Penniman
a Co-Director of WMWP, was
named one of three recipients of the

Bonnie Moriarty
“Distinguished Teacher”

BonnieMoriarty hasbeen named
oneof six “ Distinguished Teachers”
by the Springfield Chamber of Com-
merce. Bonnie, head of the English
Department at Cathedral High
School, teachesadvanced-placement
and honorsEnglish coursesat grades
11 and 12. She was chosen from a
pool of 400 nominees after arigor-
ous selection process that included
interviews and reviews of teaching
portfolios.

Bonnie is an aum of the 1995
WMWP Invitational Summer Insti-
tute. She has conducted dozens of
in-service workshops for WMWP,
and has been a member of the
Project’s “Teacher as Researcher”
seminar, led by Anne Herrington.
She was aso part of the WMWP
Advanced Institute in the Teaching
of Literature, led by Bruce Penniman
and Diana Callahan.

University’ sCommunity Partnership
Award. She has organized and led
the WMWP Writers Retreat. With
Bruce Penniman she co-leads the
Invitational Summer Institute, and
with him has co-led the WMWP
Advanced I nstitute for the Teaching
of Literature.

She is hersdlf entirely respon-
sible for the teachers Writing and
Responsegroupsthat meet on Satur-
daysattheUniversity. Shealsoleads
the Student Writers' Workshopsthat
meet in Bartlett Hall in the fall. She
will lead the WMWP New Teacher
Seminars that the Project will give
in 2000-2001.

Gail Gilman Sturbridge
“Educator of the Year”

Gail Gilman, analum of thefirst
WMWP Invitational Summer Insti-
tute (1993), was given one of five
“Educator of the Year” awards by
the Tri-Community Area Chamber
of Commerce. Gail teaches at
Brimfield Elementary School, and
isamember of theWMWP* Teacher
as Researcher” group. Through
WMWP and on her own, she has
given dozens of in-service work-
shopsin Massachusettsschools. She
has been one of the most active al-
umsof theWMWPInvitational Sum-
mer Institutes.

According to the Southbridge
Evening News, Gail was recognized
for having created and implemented
a process through which her stu-
dentsparticipateinshapingtheir own
courses of study in mathematics, the
sciences, insocial studies, andinthe
language arts.
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Invitational Summer
Institute 2000

Adina Alexandru

Kiley Middle School, Springfield
Susan Biggs

Amherst Regional High School
Allison Craig

Bowie Elementary School, Chicopee
Vicki Davey

Shutesbury Elementary School
Silvia Fisher

Belcher School, Chicopee
Dorothy Hans

Wilbraham-M unson School
TinaHigney

Ware High School

Andrew Kruger

University of Cape Town, South
Africa

Heather L obenstine

Shutesbury Elementary School
Virginia Shapiro

Narragansett Middle School
Dianne Tebaldi

Cathedral High School, Springfield
Carol Tomkiel

MacDuffie School, Springfield

Writing For All

Mary Angelopoulous

Burncoat High School

Mary Bernard

Rebecca Johnson School, Springfield
Laurie Bossahda

Peck Middle School, Holyoke
Catherine Butterfield

Easthampton Elementary School
Jane Carey

JFK Middle School, Northampton
James Carter

Jane Costello

Marks Meadow School, Amherst
Ilene Freedman

Bowles Middle School, Springfield
Miranda Hamerly

Rebecca Johnson School, Springfield
Jim Hesson

Northampton Public Schools
Deborah O’ Callaghan

Rebecca Johnson School, Springfield
Elizabeth Tipaldi

Springfield Technical CC

Robyn Wayrynen

Kelly Elementary School, Holyoke
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