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Project Newsletter

The Year That Was

By Charlie Moran

It hasbeenanamazingyear. The
Retreat was better than ever, our
Reunionfull of memoriesand plans.
We' veseen so many of you thisyear
a our Planning Day, our Catalog
Workshop, and at our regular pro-
gramming.

L otsof you areassuming leader-
shiprolesintheProject. Our Publica-
tionsprogram, ably ledby Mary-Ann
Palmieri, is supported by a round
dozen teacher-editors. Our Mini-
Grant program, led by Pam Howes,
broughtinsix morelnstitutealumsas
team leaders.

Dozensof youhavegivenexten-
sive in-service workshop series.
L eslie Skantz-Hodgson will be edit-
ing the next Project Newsl etter; Jack
Czajkowski and Paul Oh have been
central in our New Teacher Semi-
nars. Mary-Ann Palmieri has served
on an Assessment Development
Committee for the DOE; Tina
Browne has co-led our Summer-
Writel 2000 writing camp; Karen
Sumaryono and Wilma Ortiz have
led our two-week “Writing For All”
summer program.

Atthecenter of itall isour office,
Bartlett 258, asurprisingly sma | space,
with Kim Costino and Wendy
Bergoffen managing everything and
Tom Maxfield handling our amaz-
ingly-complex accounting. Diana
Callahan and Bruce Penniman have
been an integral part of everything
that has happened thisyear. You are
amarvel ousgroup of peopletowork
with. Thank you, thank you all.

WMWP 2000 Calendar

Best Practices in the Teaching
of Writing
Saturday, September 30, 8:30-1:00
UMass, Bartlett Hall

Alumsof the 2000 Invitational
Summer Institute and of the 2000
Writingfor All institutepresent two
sets of concurrent workshops de-
scribing and demonstrating good
practicesintheteaching of writing.
Each workshop will be clearly re-
lated to the Massachusetts Frame-
works and Learning standards.
Free, butregistrationrequired. Y ou
won't want to missit!

Writing Matters: Writing in
the Science Classroom
Saturdays:. Oct. 14, 28, Nov. 18
UMass

Inthisseriesfor upper elemen-
tary and middle school teachers,
participantswill learnstrategiesfor
integratingwritingintotheir science
classrooms. Teams of science and
language arts teachers are encour-

aged to apply.

New Teacher Seminars 2001
Thursday afternoons, October 5,
November 2, December 7, January
4, February 1, March 1, April 5,
May 10,4:00-7:00
Smith Vocational High School,
Northampton

Aneight-seminar seriesfor new
teachersinwestern Massachusetts.
By regigtration: limitedto50. Spon-
sored and funded by the M assachu-
setts Department of Education.

WMWP Alumni/ae Reunion
Saturday, October 28, 9:00-2:30
Bullard Farm Conference Center,
New Salem.

For alums of the 1993-2000
Invitational Summer [nstitutes,
members of the WMWP Steering
Committee, successful applicants
to the 2000-2001 Mini-Grant pro-
gram, and invited guests.

Writing and Response Groups
Saturday mornings, Fall 2000: Sep-
tember 9, October 7, and Novem-
ber 4; 9:00-1:00 (spring semester
dates TBA)
UMass, Bartlett Hall

Open to all K-12 teachers in
western Massachusetts, thesegath-
eringsprovideasupportiveandcre-
ativeatmosphereinwhichall levels
of writerscanwriteand revisewith
the help and advice of others. Led
by DianaF. Callahan, Co-Director
of WMWQP. Free of charge.

Student Writers' Workshop
Saturday, January 13 (snow date:
January 20), 8:30-1:30
UMass, Bartlett Hall

A workshop for western Mas-
sachusettsstudent writersinmiddle
and high school (grades5-12). Stu-
dentshavethe opportunity to share
their writing with others and re-
ceive feedback. Workshops for
parents, guardians, and teachers.
Free of charge, but registration re-
quired; limit 100.
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600 Authors, Editors, Teachers, Families
Celebrate Publication of Five Anthologies

On Tuesday, June 13, at 4:00,
600 student authors, student editors,
their familiesandtheir teachersgath-
ered in the Campus Center Audito-
rium to celebrate the publication of
five WMWP anthologies. Dean Lee
Edwards, of theUniversity’ sCollege
of Humanities and Fine Arts, wel-
comed the group, and then Mary-
Ann DeVitaPamieri, the coordina-
tor of the WMWP publications pro-
gram, began the officia program.

Authors and editors of each of
the five anthologies were called by
name to the stage: first the authors
and editors of Unlock Your Mind,
then of Wings on Words, then of
Endless Possibilities, then of Seep-
walking, and finally the authors and
editors of We Are the Future. Sev-
eral authors from each anthology
read short excerpts from their work,
and all authors and editors were
awarded WMWP “ Student Author”
pins.

Each of thefiveanthol ogieswas
coordinated by oneor more WMWP
teacher-consultants.

Marilyn Pike, of Gateway Re-
gional, coordinated themiddle-school
anthology We Are the Future. Stu-
dent authors and editors for this an-
thology came from these middle
schools: Amherst Regional, Athol,
Chestnut Hill Community, Gateway,
Great Falls, Hampshire Regional,
Herberg, JFK-Northampton, and
Smith Academy.

Co-editors of Endless Possibili-
ties, a grade 3-6 anthology, were
Margaret Ashe, Margaret Kelleher,
and Paula Moran, all of the Spring-
field Public Schools. Student authors
and editors for this volume came
from these schools: Brightwood,
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Chapin Street, Fausey, Jefferson,
Mapleshade, Mosier, MountainView,
Munger Hill, Paper Mill, Saint Tho-
mastheA postle, and theWashington
School.

Dianne Tdlicki, of the Acton-
Boxborough Regional High School,
andTomTdicki, of Athol High Schoal,
co-edited thehigh-school anthol ogy,
Seepwalking. Student authors and
editorsfor thispublicationcamefrom
these high schools: Acton-
Boxborough Regional, Agawam,
Athol-Royalston Regional, Dean
Technical, East L ongmeadow, Fron-
tier Regional, Gateway Regional,
HampshireRegional, HolyokeCatho-
lic, Ludlow, Northampton, SouthHigh
Community School (Worcester), and
Tantasqua Regional (Sturbridge).

Wings On Words, a publication
of writersin gradesK -6, wascoordi-
nated by Susan Fleischman, of the
Bernardston School, and Paul Oh, of
Crocker Farm and Mark’s Meadow
schoolsin Amherst. Student authors
and editors of this anthology came
fromtheseschools; BerlinMemorial,
Bernardston, The Common School,
Hawlemont, Hubbardston Center,
Crocker Farm (Amherst), Leeds,
Leverett, Mark's Meadow
(Amherst), New Hingham Regional,
Pleasant Street, Royalston Commu-
nity, Shutesbury, Swift River,
Warwick Center, and Wildwood
(Amherst).

Unlock Your Mind, an anthol-
ogy of writingfromauthorsgrades5-
8, was co-coordinated by Joanne
Wisniewski, of West Springfield
Middle School, and Paul McKenna,
of the Granville School. Student au-
thors and editors of this book came
fromthesemiddleschools; Granville,
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Holy Trinity, Millbury, Mosier, the
Rider Family (homeschool), Shepard
Hill Regional High, South Hadley,
TantasquaRegional, Thornton Bur-
gess, Westfield, and West Spring-
fied.

Attheend of thecelebration, the
program leaders distributed copies
of theanthol ogiesto student authors
and editors, and gaveclassroom sets
of 24 anthologies to each of the
participating schools. These copies
will be used by teachers as class-
room textbooks.

Gail Gilman Sturbridge
“Educatorofthe Year”

Gail Gilman, analum of the
firsst WMWP Invitational Summer
Institute (1993), was given one of
five “Educator of the Year”
awards by the Tri-Community
Area Chamber of Commerce. Gail
teaches at Brimfield Elementary
School, and isamember of the
WMWP “Teacher as Researcher”
group. Through WMWP and on
her own, she has given dozens of
in-service workshops in Massachu-
setts schools.

According to the Southbridge
Evening News, Gail was recog-
nized for having created and
implemented a process through
which her students participatein
shaping their own courses of study
in mathematics, the sciences, in
socia studies, and in the language
arts. This summer sheis dated to
co-teach, with Bonnie Moriarty, a
two-week program, “Best Prac-
ticesin the Teaching of Writing.”
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Five WMWP Teacher-Consultants
Join National Research Network

By Bonnie Tipaldi

As members of the Western
Mass Writing Project, we know the
creative energy and positivelearning
that come from our collaboration.

Now imagine the possibilities
when five teacher networks
collaboratively inquireinto common
themes and practices across differ-
ent geographic and demographic
areas.

Five WMWP Teacher-Re-
searcher alums, Bonnie Tipaldi,
Bonnie Moriarty, Linda Fernsten,
Joanne Wisnewski, and Jack
Czajkowski, will participateinayear-
long project hosted by theUniversity
of Georgiaand funded by the Arthur
Vinning DavisFoundation. Our trav-
elswill includeaninitial conference
at UGA inAugust 2000at whichtime
researchteamswill becreated along
common themes.

During the school year, these
cross-geographic teams will collect
and share dataviaour web site, visit
each others' classrooms, and meet
with other members of our home
writing projects. In June 2001, we
will againreturnto UGA toorganize
and analyze our dataand begin writ-
ing about our insights.

We expect to learn a staggering
amount about literacy education and
our own professional development
when teachers actively investigate
teaching practicesacrossgeographic
boundaries. Teacher-researchers
from the Breadloaf Teacher Net-
work, Philadel phia Writing Project,
Boston and Western Mass Writing
Projects, Indiana English Teachers
Collaborative, and University of
GeorgiaNetwork for English Teach-
ers and Students will comprise the

full assembly of 65 participants. For
more information about hosting ac-
tivities, pleasecontact BonnieTipadi.
<bltipaldi @aol.com>

BonnieMoriarty
“Distinguished
Teacher”

BonnieMoriarty hasbeen named
oneof six “ Distinguished Teachers”
by the Springfield Chamber of Com-
merce. Bonnie, head of the English
Department at Cathedral High School,
teaches advanced-placement and
honors English courses at grades 11
and 12. She was chosen from a pool
of 400 nominees after a rigorous
selection processthat includedinter-
views and reviews of teaching port-
folios.

Bonnie is an aum of the 1995
WMWP Invitational Summer Insti-
tute. Shehasconducted dozensof in-
service workshops for WMWP, and
has been a member of the Project’s
“Teacher as Researcher” seminar,
led by Anne Herrington. She was
also part of the WMWP Advanced
Institute in the Teaching of Litera-
ture, led by Bruce Penniman and
Diana Callahan.

Thissummer sheisslated to co-
teach, with Gail Gilman, atwo-week
program, “Best Practices in the
Teaching of Writing.” Shewill aso
begivinga35-hourinserviceseriesin
spring 2001 for theWilbraham public
schools, and, withBonnieTipaldi and
four other WMWP Institute alums,
will beparticipatinginthe Teacher as
Researcher program held at the Uni-
versity of Georgiathiscoming year.
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Invitational Summer
Institute 2000

AdinaAlexandru

Kiley MiddleSchool, Springfield
Susan Biggs

Amherst Regional High School
Allison Craig

BowieElementary School, Chicopee
Vicki Davey

Shutesbury Elementary School
SilviaFisher

Belcher School, Chicopee
DorothyHans
Wilbraham-Munson School
TinaHigney

Ware High School

AndrewKruger

University of Cape Town, South
Africa

Heather L obengtine

Shutesbury Elementary School
VirginiaShapiro

Narragansett Middle School
DianneTebaldi

Cathedral High School, Springfield
Carol Tomkiel

MacDuffieSchool, Springfield

Writing For All

MaryAngelopoulous

Burncoat High School
MaryBernard

Rebecca Johnson School, Spfl’'d
LaurieBossahda

Peck Middle School, Holyoke
CatherineButterfield
Easthampton Elementary School
JaneCarey

JFK Middle School, Northampton
JamesCarter

JaneCostello

Marks Meadow School, Amherst
IleneFreedman

BowlesMiddle School, Springfield
MirandaHamerly

Rebecca Johnson School, Spf’ld
JimHesson

Northampton Public Schools
Deborah O’ Callaghan

Rebecca Johnson School, Spfl’'d
Elizabeth Tipaldi

Springfield Technical CC
RobynWayrynen

Kelly Elementary School, Holyoke
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WMWP Curriculum Development
Programsin Six Schools

by Pamela Howes

This spring marked the end of
another successful year for the
WMWP Mini-Grant program. The
six mini-grantsfocused on avariety
of topi cs, from cross-curriculumwrit-
ing, to creating writing rubrics, to
student writing workshops.

Whilethetopicsvaried, thegoa
toimprovetheteaching of writingin
schools and/or districts was central
toall the mini-grant programs.

The outcomes of the six pro-
grams were very positive. Some of
theoutcomesincludedteaching-units
for an ESL program, a workshop
ready to present to other school de-
partments, and increased opportuni-
ties for students to write.

Another positive outcome that
was mentioned by many of mini-
grant recipients was the increased

communication among colleagues.
As one recipient put it, “All inall,
members felt that every aspect of
our grant project was enlightening
and successful, especialy because
of the opportunitiesto shareideason
teaching and curriculum.”

TheWMWPmini-grant program
was established to support teachers
who have ideas for improving the
teaching of writing in their schools
and/or digtricts. Theprogramisnow
initsfifthyear, directed by Pamela
Howes, an Institute alum and a
teacher at South Hadley Middle
School. Teacher-teams, headed by
I nstitutealums, proposeprogramsin
early fall and are selected by Howes
and the Project Co-Directors. This
year' srecipients are to be congratu-
lated andrecognizedfor their thought-
ful and relevant programs.

Penniman Receives UMass Honorary Degree;
Callahan Receives University Outreach Award

Bruce Penniman, Massachusetts
Teacher of the Year in 1999 and a
co-director of WMWP, wasgivenan
honorary degree this spring by the
University of Massachusetts.
Pennimanreceived hisdoctoratefrom
the University’s School of Educa
tion. HeteachesEnglishand Journal -
ismat Amherst Regional High School,
and is President-Elect of the New
England Association of Teachers of
English (NEATE). Hehasedited the
NEATE Leaflet for the past five
years.

Diana Callahan, with Penniman
a Co-Director of WMWP, was
named one of three recipients of the
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University’ sCommunity Partnership
Award. She has organized and led
the WMWP Writers Retreat. With
Bruce Penniman she co-leads the
Invitational Summer Institute, and
with him has co-led the WMWP
Advanced I nstitute for the Teaching
of Literature.

She is hersdlf entirely respon-
sible for the teachers Writing and
Responsegroupsthat meet on Satur-
daysattheUniversity. Shealsoleads
the Student Writers' Workshopsthat
meet in Bartlett Hall in the fall. She
will lead the WMWP New Teacher
Seminarsthat theProjectwill givein
2000-2001.

Curriculum-Development
GrantProjects

“Helping ESL Students in
Transition.” Bonnie Tipaldi,
Maureen O’'Brien, Kathy An-
drew, Jill Mendez, and Pam
Greene.

Soringfield Technical Commu-
nity College.

“Writing Across the Curricu-
lum.” BonnieMariarty, Sr. Judith
Kappenman, Susan Shaylor,
DianneTebaldi.

Cathedral High School, Spring-
fied.

“Wow! Write On Work-
shops.” Lynn Schmitt, Diana
Duff, Nancy Roy, and Catherine
Zaurotny.
Thornton
School

Burgess Middle

“Curriculum Units for ESL
and English Classes that Pre-
pare Students for MCAS
Tasks.” Karen Sumaryono, Jeff
Bozeman, Jim Giguerre, and Su-
san Tyler.

West Soringfield High School.

“The Northampton High
School Writing Project.”
Michele Turner-Bernhard, Rob-
ert Bonneau, Christopher
Brennan, Ernest Brill, Heather
Drucker, Danae Marr, Melissa
Michael, Suzanne Strauss.
Northampton High School.

“Writing Across the Curricu-
lum.” Elizabeth Fydenkevez,
Elaine Tudryn, Coleen Snyder,
Ann Poli, Karla Notarianni.
Hopkins Academy, Hadley.
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WMWP Completes First New
Teacher Seminar Series

WMWP has just completed its
first New Teacher Seminar series,
funded by a grant from the Massa
chusetts Department of Education.
The seminars were led by Project
Co-Directors Diana Callahan of the
Easthampton Public Schools, Charlie
Moran of the University of Massa-
chusetts, and Bruce Penniman, of
the Amherst Regional Schools; and
Project teacher-consultants Jack
Czajkowski, fromGreat FallsMiddle
School in Montague, and Paul Oh,
fromthe Amherst Regional Schools.

Topics included “Classroom
Management and Effective Interac-
tions with Students,” “Reading and
Writing Across the Curriculum,”
“Using the Curriculum Frameworks
and Assessments,” “Teaching with
Technology,” and “Special Educa
tion Issuesin the Classroom.”

The seminar series was held at
Smith Vocational School, in
Northampton. Seminar dates were
February 10, March 9, April 13, May
11, and June 8. The seminar series
drew some 40 new teachers, bring-
ing to them the experience of the
WMWP staff.

In the seminar series, beginning
teachers had the opportunity to dis-
cuss some of the most challenging
issuesthey face, including use of the
curriculum frameworks and assess-
ments; classroom management; tech-
nology; and special educationissues
intheclassroom. Theseminarswere
designed to provide them with sup-
port to improve their classroom ex-
perience by collaborating with other
first-year teachers under the guid-
ance of veterans.

The WMWP New Teacher
Seminar series was one of fifteen

statewide, and one of threein West-
ern Massachusetts.

MassachusettsCommissioner of
Education Frank Driscoll has noted
that “Approximately one-third of
today’s teachers leave the profes-
sion after just afew years. We must
develop innovative ways of making
theteaching profession more attrac-
tiveto prospective educatorsaswell
as those who have made the initial
commitment to teach. These semi-
nars will support about one-quarter
of the new teachershired thisyear.”

WMWP has applied for agrant
to support a nine-seminar series for
new teachers. If the funding is
granted, the series will begin this
coming September and continue
through May 2001. Mary-Ann
DeVitaPalmieri and DianaCallahan
will lead the proposed series.

Michael Silverstone'99
Publishes Book

TheFeminist Presshasjust pub-
lished Michael Silverstone's book,
Rigoberta Menchu: Defending
Human Rights in Guatemala.
Michael is an alum of WMWP's
1999 Invitational Summer Institute
andateacher at theWildwood School
in Amherst.

The reviewer for Booklist, Su-
san Dove Lempke, had this to say:
“Silverstonehasdonean outstanding
jobof givingthepolitical, economic,
and cultura background and discuss-
ing horrifying events in a way that
reflects the sufferings of Rigoberta
and her neighborswithout being too
overwhelming for young readers.”
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Reportfrom Vieques

Caryl Finn, a founding member of
WMWP, writes to us from Vieques,
Puerto Rico.

“1 hopetheProject helditsWriters
Retreat this spring, and | assume
the summer Instituteisgearing up,
as well as the other summer pro-
grams. | havetotell you—whileon
Saba, | volunteered in the elemen-
tary school and loved it. | took
groups of third, fourth, and fifth-
graders and worked with their lit-
eracy skillstwo daysaweek. | had
brought my middle school library
withme—all 150titles!—and| read
to them, let them choose, read, dis-
cuss, respond, imitate, and create.

Thefourth-graderswroteacol-
lectionof poetry based ontheimage
of “flying off Saba” and | published
it for them so each one had a copy.
When | passed them out, rather
thangoingright totheir own poems,
they began at the beginning of the
book, reading silently until some
started whispering, then others
joinedinuntil wehad achoral read-
ing of every poem in the book. It

After aweek-long program on
drug awareness, | encouraged my
fourth-graders to respond in writ-
ing. Some of the pieces were as-
tounding. | askedif they wouldlike
tosendthemtothedaily newspaper
on St. Maarten. They did and were
published. The excitement of all
these events is impossible to con-
vey. | look back on my yearsinthe
Project as preparing meto take the
message and meaning of literacy
with me and spread it wherever |
go. Johnny Appleseed, eat a
Macintosh! ....

I think of youandall thefolksat
the Project often and with love.
Please tell them that for me.”
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