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WMWP High

Charlie Moran

The Project has been, this past
fall andwinter, busier thanever. The
WMWP New Teacher Seminar isa
huge success, oversubscribed and
characterizedby high-level talk among
the participants and the WMWP
master-teachers. And the Executive
Board iscoming up with moreideas
for programming than we can possi-
bly execute. Some that will happen
this summer: SummerWrite! 2000;
JmFreeman’ s* TeachingtheBibleas
Literature”; Karen Sumaryono and
WilmaOrtiz' “Writingfor All,” and
our second Advanced I nstitutefor the
Teachingof Literature. Othersplanned
for nextfall includethepublicationof
teachers' writing, headedupby Mary
AnnDeVitaPalmieri.

WM W Pteacher/consultantshave
given dozens of workshopsthis past
fall and winter. Heading the list of
presenters are Diana Callahan and
Bruce Penniman, but not far behind
are Jennifer Traverso, Joanna Cack-
ett, Mary Ginley, Bonnie Moriarty,
Gail Gilman, Nina Tepper, Tina
Browne, and ChristineJohnson. Bruce
Penniman has organized a full-day
workshopinMarchfortheWorcester
Public Schools, and BonnieMoriarty
and Gail Gilmanwill begivingaone-
week mini-Institute at Endicott Col-
legethissummer.

Looking ahead, we have a full
spectrum of in-service programsfor
this spring and summer. These pro-
gramsaredescribedinsidethisNews-
letter. Pleaseread, select, and apply
or register. It'sMarch already!

ights

Spring-Summer Calendar

Writing and Response Groups
Saturdays. March 11, April 8
9:00-1:00 p.m.

UMass, 256 Bartlett Hall

Free of charge. Led by Diana
Callahan, Co-Director, WMWP.

TeachersasWriters' Retreat
Thursday-Saturday, May 4-6
Jiminy Peak Resort

Hancock, M assachusetts
Opentoall K-12teachersinwestern
Massachusetts. Fee.

Student Publication Celebration
Tuesday, June 13, 4:00 p.m.

UM ass, CampusCenter Auditorium
Freeof charge, but spaceislimited
to participating students and
teachers.

TeachersasWriters3: Exploring
Character

July 24-28

UMass, Tobin Hall

Led by Lucile Burt. Open to all K-
12 teachersin western Massachu-
setts. Fee: $99. 35PDP’ s. Graduate
credit optional.

TeachingtheBibleasL iterature
July 24-28

UMass, TobinHall

Led by James Freeman, UMass
English Department. Opentoall K-
12 teachersin western Massachu-
setts. Fee: $99. 35PDP’ s. Graduate
credit optional.

WMWPInvitational

Summer I nstitute

July 10-27

UMass, TobinHall

By applicationandinvitation. Limit
12. Opentofull-timeK-12teachers
in Massachusetts. $600 stipend.
89 PDP’s. Graduate credit
optional.

WMWPAdvanced L iterature
Ingtitute

July 5-21

UMass, TobinHall

Led by Bruce Penniman and Bon-
nie Tipaldi. By application; open
toalumni/aeof WMWP Invitation-
al Summer Institutes. Stipend. 60
PDP’s. Graduate credit optional.

WMWPWritingFor All

July 10-20

UMass, TobinHall

Led by Karen Sumaryono and Wil -
ma Ortiz. By application; open to
all K-12 teachersin western Mas-
sachusetts. $400 Stipend. PDP’s.
Graduate credit optional.

For information onany of the pro-
grams listed on our calendar,
pleasecall the WMWP office(413)
544-5466. Youmay alsoreturnthe
back portion of this Newsletter to:
WMWP, English Department, Bar -
tlett Hall, Box 30515, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA
01003-0515.




New Teacher Seminars 2000

WMWPhasbeenawardedagrant
by the Department of Education to
conduct aseriesof five seminarsfor
new teachersin the western Massa-
chusettsarea. Thegoal of the semi-
narsisto support new teachersintheir
firstor secondyears, connectingthem
toanetwork of their peers—both new
andveteranteachers. Massachusetts
Commissioner of Education, David
Driscoll, has noted that “Approxi-
mately one-third of today’ steachers
leave the profession after just afew
years. We must develop innovative
ways of making theteaching profes-
sion more attractive to prospective
educationsaswell asthosewho have
madetheinitial commitmenttoteach.”

Project Co-DirectorsDianaCal-
|ahan, Charlie Moran, Bruce Penni-
man, and proj ect teacher-consultants,
Jack Czajkowski and Paul Oh, are
leadingtheseminarsthisspringatthe
Smith Vocational and Agricultural
High School in Northampton. Semi-
nars run on Thursdays from 4:00 to
7:00p.m. Seminar datesareFebruary
10, march 9, April 13, May 11, and
June8. Fifty new western Massachu-
settsteachersareparticipating.

Seminar 1: Classroom Management and Effective Interactions with
Students. Seminar leaderswill survey participantsprior tothisseminar, andwill
craft the seminar to meet these interests. Likely topics will include time
management, long-rangepl anning, devel oping appropriateclassroomauthority,
and positivestudent-teacher interactions.

Seminar 2: Readingand Writing AcrosstheCurriculum. Participantswill
learn how tofoster reading strategiesthat |ead to activeinvolvement and deep
comprehension, how to design high- and low-stakes writing prompts that
promotelearning of content, and how to craft and processopen-ended questions
that spur inquiry and improve classdiscussion.

Seminar 3: Useof theCurriculum Framewor ksand Assessments. Partic-
ipantswill learnabout theevol utionand ongoingrevision of thestateframeworks
and assessments, explore the relationship between state standards and local
curriculum, and discover how assessment datacaninform classroom practice.

Seminar 4: TeachingWith T echnology. Inthissession experiencedteachers
will demonstratewaysof using technology to help students' learning. Partici-
pantswill share successes, failures, and frustrations.

Seminar 5: Special Education Issuesin the Classroom. This session will
begin with the concerns of participants and will include practical ideas on
management and differentiated i nstruction to meet the needs of all learners.

In addition to the WMWP New Teachers Seminars, two other western
M assachusetts sites are holding seminars for new teachers. For information,
please contact Steven Bengis at New England Adolescent Research Institute
(413) 532-1713 or shengis@aol .com; or Kathy Skinner at the M assachusetts
TeachersAssociation (617) 741-7950 or kskinner@massteacher.org.

Micro-grants for

Chapbooks.com is proud to an-
nounce the continuation of its New
Publisher Program, whichhastodate
hel ped over 500 teachers around the
country turn their studentsinto pub-
lished authors.

This year, Chapbooks.com is
workingwiththeWestern M assachu-
setts Writing Project to make these
grantsavailableto our members.

The New Publisher Program
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Student Publishing Projects

awardsmicro-grantstoK-12andcol-
legelevel classroomteachersto pub-
lish anthol ogiesof student writingin
paperback book form through
Chapbooks.com’ snew onlineprivate
publishing service. New Publisher
micro-grants of $160 cover the pro-
duction and shipping costs for 30
copies of an anthology. There are
absolutely no further abligations on
the part of the recipients.

Grant recipientsmust havebasic
user-level familiarity with any stan-
dard word processing program and
access to the Internet either at home
or at school to use the grant.

TheapplicationdeadlineisApril
1, 2000. Y our book must be submit-
ted before June30, 2000. Toapply for
thisgrant, gotowww.chapbooks.com/
org_grants.html Pleaseinclude154as
your confirmation code.
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WMWP 1999-2000 Mini-Grants

Pamela Howes

This year the WMWP awarded
six mini-grantsof $2,500 eachto six
teachers. Each teacher and her team
submitted a proposal and are now
workingtodevel op programsintend-
edtoimprovetheteaching of writing
intheir school and/or district.

Twomini-grantsarefocusingon
the teaching of writing within their
EnglishasaSecondLanguage(ESL)
programs. Karen Sumaryono of
Springfield High School and Bonnie
Tipaldi of Springfield Community
College have each received a mini-
grant. They have each put together a
team of ESL teachers and writing
teacherstolook at curriculaandteach-
ing practicesin order toimprovethe
writing skills of ESL students and
studentswithlimitedreadingandwrit-
ingability.

BonnieMoriarty of Cathedra High
School and her team of writingteach-

ers are working with teachers from
other disciplinesaswell. Specificaly,
they are meeting with teachersfrom
different departmentsto support and
help establish effective and quality
writing programs that also meet the
individual needsof thedifferent disci-
plines.

Michele Turner-Bernhard of
NorthamptonHigh School and Eliza-
beth Fydenkevez of Hadley Elemen-
tary School have each established
teamsof teacherstohel ptheir schools
understandtherealitiesof theMCAS
testing. InNorthampton, theteam of
writing teachers is improving their
writing programby sharingideas, ob-
serving each other, and evaluating
students’ progress using the MCAS
standards. In Hadley, the team of
teachers are presenting a series of
workshopstotheschool’ sfaculty on
theuseof rubrics,includingtherubric

used for the MCAS, and how to
evaluate writing in different disci-
plines.

Finally, at Thornton W. Burgess
MiddleSchool, Lynn Schmittand her
teamhaveestablishedwritingresponse
groups and publication workshops.
The twice monthly meetings of the
responsegroupshaveincludeddiffer-
entthemesandideasgenerating atten-
dance from 12 to 27 students. The
onceamonth publicationworkshops
help students prepare and send out
manuscriptsfor publication.

TheWMWPmini-grant program
was established to support teachers
who have ideas for improving the
teaching of writing in their schools
and/or districts. Thisyear’ srecipients
have proposed rel evant and thought-
ful programsand arenow workingto
makesurethat the programssucceed
intheir schools.

Gail Gilman and Bonnie Moriarty to Head One-
Week Summer Seminar in Beverly

Thiscoming July, BonnieMori-
arty, from Cathedral High School,
and Gail Gilman, fromBrimfield Ele-
mentary School, will co-lead a one-
week summer program modeled on
theWMWRPInvitational summer In-
dtitute. Their program will be spon-
sored by Endicott College,inBeverly,
MA, andwill beheld on itscampus.
It will enroll 20-25 in-serviceteach-
ers, K-12, and will run from July 17
through July 21.

BonnieMoriarty hasbeen at the
center of WMWPprogramssinceher
participation in the 1995 WMWP
Invitational Summer Institute. She
has led two mini-grant curriculum

development programs at Cathedral
High School. In addition, she has
givenin-serviceworkshopsin Spring-
field, Palmer, Wilbraham, and Berk-
shireHills. Shehasattended all three
of the Project’s Advanced Teacher
Institutes.

Like Bonnie, Gail Gilman has
been an integral part of WMWP,
beginningwithher participationinthe
1993 summer Ingtitute. Shehasgiven
in-serviceworkshopsin Springfield,
Sturbridge, Millville, Worcester, and
Acton. She was a participant in the
Project’ sTeacher asResearcher sem-
inar andinitsseminar onthe Teaching
of Literature.

BrucePenniman Organizes
WMWPWorcester Workshops

On March 17, Bruce Penniman
and seven WM WP teacher-consult-
ants gave a full-day workshop to
teachers in the Worcester Public
Schooals.

Ontheprogramwerethesefamil-
iar names:. Suzanne Rubenstein, a
regular at our Teachers as Writers
Retreat; Karen Sumaryono, whowill
beleading Writing For All thissum-
mer; Joanna Cackett and Jennifer
Traverso, who have been co-leading
workshops all over western Massa-
chusetts, Karen Westerling ‘93, a
participant in the last Teaching of
Literatureinstitute, DamonDouglas
‘99, and Nina Tepper ‘93.
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A Bevy of WMWP Summer Programs and Workshops

Inadditiontotheannual WMWP
Summer Invitational Institute, the
Project will offer several other pro-
grams during the month of July for
teachersand students. If you' dliketo
receiveinformationon, or anapplica-
tionformfor, any of theseprograms,
pleaseseetheregistrationformat the
back of thisnewsletter.

Invitational Summer Institute
July 10-27, Tobin Hall, UMass
Opentoall K-12teachersinwestern
Massachusetts, the Institute helps
teachersreflect upontheir ownexper-
tiseaswritingteachersand sharethis
knowledge with their peers; helps
teacher organizeand preparespecific
ways of presenting this material for
others; makesthelatest empirical and
theoretical workinthefiedldavailable;
and hel psteachersseethemselvesas
writers. Participantsprepareawork-
shop presentati on, completeaninqui-
ry project, and devote time to their
own writing. Accepted participants
receive 89 PDP units, a stipend of
$600, and are €eligible to receive 3
graduate credits (for approximately
$170).

Advanced Literaturel nstitute
July 5-21, Tobin Hall, UMass
Alumni of the Invitational Summer
Instituteareeligibleand encouraged
toapply. Thislnstitutehel psteachers
reflect upon their own expertise as
literatureteachersand sharethisknowl-
edge with their peers; help teachers
prepare specific ways of presenting
their practicesfor others, expandteach-
ers knowledgeof literatureandliter-
ary theory; help participantslearnto
ask open-ended questionsto promote
critical thinking; and help teachers
develop new teaching strategies, es-
pecially those which connect litera-
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turetowriting. Accepted participants
receive 60 PDP units, stipends, and
areeligiblefor 2graduatecredits(for
approximately $120).

“WritingFor All”

July 10-20, Tobin Hall, UMass
Opentoall K-12teachersinwestern
Massachusetts, the program intro-
ducesclassroomteachersto contem-
porary theory and practice in the
teaching of reading and writing to
English as a New Language (ENL)
students; introduces bilingual/ESL
teachersto contemporary theory and
practice in the teaching of writing;
reviewstheMassachusettsL anguage
ArtsFrameworksandthelatest devel -
opmentsintheM CAS; and devel ops
anetwork of areateacherswho com-
bineexpertiseinbilingual/ESL theory
and practice with expertise in the
theory and practiceintheteaching of
writingandreading. Accepted partic-
ipants receive PDP units, a $400
stipend, and are eligibleto receive 2
graduate credits (for approximately
$120).

“TeachingtheBibleasL iterature’
with Professor James Freeman

July 24-28, Tobin Hall, UMass

Open to al K-12 teachers. Partici-
pantswill study severa biblical tales,
with the DOE’s English Language
ArtsCurriculumFramework (1997)
in mind, and craft lesson plans that
stressthetales’ skilled writing tech-
niques. The workshop will provide
backgroundinformation, suggestions,
pictures, and questions; and partici-
pantswill createusablelesson plans.
The approach is more suitable for
middle- and high-school teachers, but
the workshop is open to al K-12
teachers. Fee: $99. Participants re-
ceive35PDPunitsandaredligibleto

receivelgraduatecredit (for approx-
imately $70).

“TeachersasWriters3: Exploring
Character”

LucileBurt, ArlingtonHigh School
July 24-28, Tobin Hall, UMass
Opentoall K-12teachers. Thiswork-
shop operates from the premise that
thegreatest benefittoteacherscomes
from working on their own writing
and their own identity aswriters. In
thisworkshop, participantswill have
theopportunity toexplorethecharac-
terswho havebeenimportantintheir
lives, character “types,” and/or fic-
tional characters. Thegroupwill write
together in the morning, break for
privatewritingtimemid-day, andre-
convenein theafternoon for sharing
and feedback. Preferenceisgivento
teams of teachers from the same
school or system. Fee: $99. Partici-
pants receive 35 PDP units and are
eligible to receive 1 graduate credit
(for approximately $70).

Summer Writel

July 10-21, Bartlett Hall, UMass
Thisworkshopwill providestudents,
grades 5-12, with the opportunity,
guidance, and facilities to create a
writingcommunity away fromschool .
PamHowes, TinaBrowne,andMary-
AnnDeVitaPalmieri will lead thirty-
fivestudentsinjournal writing, guided
writing, responding, revising, and ed-
iting. Studentswill haveaccesstothe
university’ scomputer labsaswell as
its library. Students will publish a
group magazine, partici patein apoet-
ry slam, and celebrate their writing.
Teachers are encouraged to passin-
formation about thisworkshopa ong
to their students (and children!).
Monday-Friday, 9:00-12:00; cost,
$100.



Research Tool for Teachers

Mary-Ann DeVita Palmieri

Whilel wasattheNCTE conven-
tionin Denver this past November, |
found out about a really neat ser-
vice—askERIC.

| was introduced to ERIC, the
Educational Resources Information
Center, when| wasingraduateschoal,
but had not used its services very
muchsincethen. Recently, | havehad
togather some researchonthevalue
of Sustained Silent Reading for a
committee| am on at school. At the
convention, | wastold simply to ask
ERIC, by logging on to the website

www.askeric.orgor sendinganemail
message to askeric@askeric.org. |
chosetheemail andwithin48working
hours, | received a two-page email
with abstracts and citations of re-
search. Unfortunately, most of the
material wasnot on silent reading. |
fired back another email explaininga
littlemoreclearly what | wanted and,
in an even shorter time, | received a
one-pageemail withjusttheinforma
tion | needed. | wasimpressed.

So if you need to check out re-
search on atopic in education, just
askERIC.

Teachers as Writers' Retreat 2000

When: Thursday, May 4, 2000 (registration at 10:00 a.m.) through

May 6, 2000 (ending at 2:00 p.m.)

Where: Jiminy Peak Resort in Hancock, MA

Accommodations: Beautifully decoratedrooms,includingalivingroom
with pull-out couch and separate bedroom; all rooms equipped with
efficiency kitchen, TV s; breakfast and dinner provided daily; you areon
your own for lunch. Swimming pool, hot tub, exercise room facilities

available.

Cost: $140.00, double occupancy; $225.00, single occupancy

Goals:

* toprovideteacherswithabeautiful, “ hassle-free,” and relaxed
environment inthe company of other teacher-writers;

* toprovidetimefor teachersto work on their own writing;

* toprovidesmall-groupresponsetowriting;

* tocelebratewriting.

Giveyourself an early holiday present and join us!
See the registration form on the back page of the Newsl etter to apply.

Thoreau Seminar

TheThoreauInstituteinLincoln,
Massachusettsis offering a summer
seminar for high school teachers of
English, History, and Science. Tho-
reau’ sWorldand Oursisamultidis-
ciplinary study of thenaturd, literary,
andcultura historiesof Concord, their
unionthroughwriting, andtheir rele-
vancetoall communities. Heldfrom
July 5ththrough July 18th, the semi-
nar isdesignedfor teacherswhowould
like to study the interconnections of
Concord’ svaried historiesand devel-
op models for approaching inquiry
based studies of their home commu-
nities.

The seminar will feature adaily
mix of lectures, fieldtrips, andwriting
exercises, developed in consultation
with Bruce Penniman, co-director of
the Western Massachusetts Writing
Project. For more information on
Thoreau's World and Ours, please
contact Helen Bowdoin, Education
Program Director, by e-mail
(Helen.Bowdoin@wal den.org) or at
(781) 259-4740.

Student Writers’

Workshop a Success

OnJanuary 15, 140studentsgath-
ered in Bartlett Hall to spend time
working on their own writing and
responding to their peers writing.
Attendancethisyear wasthegreatest
todate. WM WPteacher-consultants
offered arangeof workshopsinclud-
ing: Article, Fantasy, Fiction, Poetry,
ScienceFiction, and Open-Ended.

At the close of the workshop,
students responded enthusiastically
about their experiences. Onestudent
wrote, “I love comingto thewriting
workshop! | have been here for the
past three years and | went to an
editing workshop, too. It'sgreat.”
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