
Workshops & Conferences
See details on Page 7.

Composting Workshop
Saturday, November 8, 2008
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
South Hadley High School
Fee:  $30 

Annual Massachusetts Agriculture 
Conference 
Saturday, February 7, 2009
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Baird Middle School, Ludlow 
Choice of 4-5 concurrent sessions
Fee:  $45 ($40 until Dec. 1) 

Maple Sugaring Workshop
Tuesday, February 17, 2009
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Warren Farm & Sugarhouse, 
North Brookýeld, MA     Fee: $30

Feature Topic:

Buying
 Local

  

Mission: Massachusetts Agriculture 
in the Classroom is a non-proýt 501 
(c)(3) educational organization with 
the mission to foster an awareness 
and learning in all areas related to 
the food and agriculture industries 
and the economic and social 
importance of agriculture to the 
state, nation and the world. 	

Mini-Grant Information on page 2.	

Mass. Agriculture
 Calendar Is Now 

Available

Each month of the calendar features 
one full-size photograph portraying a 
local farm or farm product in season. 
Photos were submitted by amateur 
photographers from across the state 
for our 2008 Mass. Agriculture 
Calendar Photo Contest. View the 
winning photos and check out the rules 
for taking and sending photographs 
to the 2009 Mass. Agriculture contest 
at www.mass.gov/agr/events.

The 2009 Massachusetts 
Agriculture Calendar is 
now available for sale. 
Your purchase of this 
unique local calendar will 
show your enthusiasm for 
Massachusetts agriculture, 
and will also support the 
many educational efforts of 
Massachusetts Agriculture 
in the Classroom (MAC), 
the designated recipient of 
the proceeds. This attractive calendar 
will make a nice hostess or holiday 
gift for any friend or family member 
who has an interest in agriculture.

Calendars may be purchased for $10 
each.  A discount price of $5 per 
calendar is available for orders of 
5 calendars or more. All proceeds 
beneýt MAC.  Send a check payable 
to MAC with your name and address 
to: Calendar, MAC, P.O. Box 345, 
Seekonk, MA 02771. 

The Mass. Agriculture Calendar was 
a collaboration between the U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Massachusetts  Depart-
ment of Agricultural Resources 
and MAC. It was created to educate 
consumers about the rich diversity of 
agriculture in the state, while at the 
same time providing an attractive 
color calendar that is a daily reminder 
of Massachusetts agriculture.

The calendar also includes local  
agriculture facts, conservation facts, 
agriculture and horticulture related 
events and websites, as well as a chart 
showing the seasons of local crops.  
A poem written by the kindergarten 
class from the Sippican School in 
Marion, about one of the photographs 
in the 2008 calendar, is also included. 
Seven non-proýt agricultural com-
modity organizations each sponsored 
a page in the calendar.  They are the: 
Massachusetts Agricultural Fairs 
Association; Mass. Christmas Tree 
Association; Mass. Farm Bureau 
Federation; Massachuestts Flower 
Growers’ Association; Mass. Fruit 
Growers Association; Mass. Maple 
Producers Association, and the 
Massachusetts State Grange.

  The Newsletter of 						                                       Autumn 2008



Educational Resources
Available from MAC

	
 School Gardens & Their
 Community Partnership
 Manual    $10

 Farm Field Trip
 Manual      $12

 8 Lessons about
 Agriculture & the
 Environment Manual    $5

Becky grew up on a Connecticut farm  
with many farm animals, an orchard, 
corn ýelds, large vegetable garden 
and Christmas trees. She gained a lot 
of experience working in the family-
owned farm supply business and 
garden center. Her love of plants and 
animals led her to major in Biology at 
the University of Connecticut, and then 
to teaching - ýrst at Marlborough High 
School and later in Barre.  Becky and 
her husband and three children now 
live in Hardwick, Mass. in a renovated 
1830s farmhouse. They have raised 
cows, chickens, sheep, pigs and have  
large vegetable and þower  gardens.

Mini Grants 
In April 2008, an $800 mini-grant 
was awarded to Susan Breines and 
Ceil Antes, kindergarten teachers 
at the Sunderland Elementary 
School.  Through the grant, they 
hope to raise awareness in all 
students about how food wastes can 
be used to improve soil quality for 
agricultural use. The kindergarten 
classes will start by composting 
kitchen and snack foods in worm 
bins and will visit local CSA farms 
to see how composting improves 
soil and food quality.  The goal is to 
eventually compost all food wastes 
generated at the school, educating 
teachers, students and staff about  
recycling procedures and diverting 
waste foods to a local farm.

Any Massachusetts teacher or school 
can apply for a mini-grant to support 
their agricultural education efforts. 
Each year MAC awards grants of up 
to $1,500 to teachers for agricultural 
education projects. Mini-grants are 
due the ýrst of April, September and 
November. To receive a copy of our 
mini-grant guidelines, send a letter 
or visit www.aginclassroom.org.

2008 Teacher of the Year
Becky Bottomley

MAC is proud to announce that our 
Teacher of the Year for 2008 is Becky 
Bottomley, who has been teaching 
Biology, Environmental Science and 
Horticulture at Quabbin Regional 
High School in Barre for the past ten 
years. In that time she has attended 
many MAC workshops, hosted a  
full-day greenhouse study course 
at her school and also taught soils 
and plant propagation for our winter 
conference. We have all been inspired 
by her enthusiasm for teaching and the 
knowledge she shares with others.

Becky integrates many hands-on 
activities into her classroom and also 
uses the school grounds as an outdoor 
classroom. Students landscape the 
school grounds and Quabbin Regional 
School Districtôs Central Ofýce and 
plant þowers on the Barre Common for 
Memorial Day. Becky also coaches the 
Quabbin Envirothon team, preparing 
them for this statewide environmental 
competition. Consistently Quabbin’s 
team wins many awards. Becky also  
received the Secretaryôs Award for 
Excellence in Energy and Enviromental 
Education in Massachusetts in 2008. 

President’s Message
This summer, MAC held thirteen  
workshops on farms across the state 
attended by 211 educators. As part 
of a Summer Graduate Course, 
ýfteen teachers each spent eight 
days on Massachusetts farms, and 
Fitchburg State College provided 
three graduate credits to each teacher.  
MAC is grateful to the many farmers 
who opened their homes and places 
of business, sharing their knowledge 
and passion about agriculture with so 
many teachers.

We were pleased to be able to host 
one of these summer educator 
workshops on our family dairy farm 
in Leicester. The theme for our 
workshop was Buying Local. We 
told the story of our farm and our 
family through three generations, 
while also showing the animals, the 
farm ýelds, the products that we 
make and the many connections to 
our local community. We also offered 
classroom activity ideas and showed 
how to make cheese and butter.

Many of the teachers who attend 
the summer workshops on the farm 
practice buying local. They like to 
show support of their own community. 
They also appreciate the learning 
experience derived from visiting a 
farm, farm stand, CSA or Farmersô 
Market regularly. They know that a 
student who eats well, exercises and 
gets a good nights sleep is more likely 
to succeed. Often teachers are willing 
to provide new tasting experiences 
in their classrooms. Some teachers 
even cook food to illustrate different 
textures, uses and cultures.

A farmer can be a great resource 
when teachers are preparing lessons 
about food and ýber. The connection 
through sales provides a few moments 
for the teacher to ask a question 
or two. The answers help them to 
connect the facts and concepts they 
have learned to the local community 
and then incorporate them into lesson 
plans. Explanations by the farmer 
assist in providing a fuller picture for 
their students. When local farmers 
form these connections with local 
teachers, everyone beneýts.

Marjorie Cooper
Co-President

Another $800 mini-grant was 
awarded to Jeff Robbins, history 
teacher at Quabog Regional Middle 
School in Warren. Through this 
project 125 eighth grade students 
will learn about and experience 
Massachusetts agriculture during 
various multi-disciplinary lessons, 
in all subjects relating to the apple 
orchard industry. The project will 
culminate with a trip to an apple 
orchard followed by cooking apples, 
preserving the fruit and producing a 
student driven cookbook.




