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an owner of or is responsible for the management of 
an agricultural establishment that uses such workers. 

Handler means any person, including a self-employed 
person, who is employed for any type of 
compensation by an agricultural establishment or 
commercial pesticide handling establishment that 
contracts to greenhouses and who is 

• mixing, loading, transferring, applying or 
disposing of pesticides or pesticide containers;  

• handling opened pesticide containers;  

• cleaning, adjusting, handling or repairing the parts 
of mixing, loading, or application equipment that 
may contain pesticide residues;  

• assisting with the application of pesticide residues; 
and/or  

• assisting with the application of pesticide or 
entering a greenhouse or other enclosed areas after 
the application to operate ventilation equipment; 
to adjust or remove coverings used in fumigation; 
to monitor air levels. 

In greenhouses, any handler who is working with a 
fumigant must be in constant visual or voice 
communication with another trained handler who has 
access to the proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
needed in order to permit rescue. The employer must 
provide handlers with at least the amount of PPE 
required on the pesticide label, and must ensure that 
it fits correctly, is intact, clean and in good operating 
condition, and is used correctly! 

Cleaning and Maintaining PPE  
The employer must make sure that 

• PPE is cleaned, inspected and repaired before each 
use; 

• PPE is cleaned according to manufacturer’s 
instructions; 

• PPE that is nonreusable or cannot be cleaned is 
disposed of (dispose by shredding the PPE or 
rendering it unusable and following state 
regulations for disposal); 

• clothing drenched with pesticide concentrates 
labeled DANGER or WARNING is disposed of; 

• PPE is washed, and stored separately from 
personal clothing; 

• clean PPE is dried appropriately; and 

• respirator filters, cartridges, and canisters are 
replaced as often as required. 

The employer must also make sure that the handler 
cleaning PPE is informed of possible pesticide residues 
on PPE, of the potentially harmful effects of pesticides, 
and of the correct ways to handle and clean PPE. 

No handler may wear home or take home any PPE that 
is contaminated with pesticides. The employer must 
clean and maintain PPE. Employers must provide 
handlers with a decontamination site which consists 
of enough good-quality water to wash the entire body, 
liquid detergent, disposable towels, and a clean 
change of clothing. Water for flushing eyes should 
also be available. 

Worker means any person, including a self-employed 
person, who is employed for any type of 
compensation and who is performing activities 
relating to the production of plants in an agricultural 
establishment. Worker tasks include watering, 
fertilizing, pruning, and potting. 

In greenhouses, no worker may enter or remain in an 
area being treated, and, under some application 
conditions (See Table A–6 on page A.10), workers 
must remain a specified distance from the area being 
treated or must remain out of the entire greenhouse 
until it has been adequately ventilated. For 
greenhouses, EPA-approved signs must be posted for 
all applications when workers are present. Workers 
must also be supplied with a decontamination kit 
except for change of clothing. 

Training must be done for handlers and workers every 5 
years unless they are certified applicators. Training 
must be done by a certified applicator, or someone 
who has completed a train-the-trainer class or, in the 
case of workers only, a trained handler. Training must 
be done in a language understandable to the employees. 

Pesticide Safety Training  
Handlers and workers must be trained every (5) years 
unless they are certified applicators. 

Handlers must be trained before they do any handling 
activity. 

Workers must receive either basic pesticide safety 
information or full WPS worker pesticide safety 
training before they enter an area on the agricultural 
establishment which has been treated or been under a 
restricted entry interval (REI) in the last 30 days. 
When basic pesticide safety information is given, 
workers must still receive the full WPS pesticide safety 
training within 5 days. 
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Notification of Workers  
In greenhouses, all treated areas must be posted with 
WPS warning signs. Post signs so they can be seen 
from all points where workers usually enter the 
treated area, including doorways, aisles, and other 
walking routes in and through greenhouses. If the 
pesticide labeling requires both types of notification, 
then employers must also notify workers orally. 

GREENHOUSE ENTRY 

RESTRICTIONS  

Table A–8 on page A.14 presents details of restricted 
entry intervals (REIs), and applies to the three points 
below: 

1. When a pesticide application described in 
column A in Table A–8 takes place in a 
greenhouse, the agricultural employer shall not 
allow or direct any person, other than an 
appropriately trained and equipped handler, to 
enter or to remain in the area specified in column 
B of Table A–8 until the time specified in 
column C of Table A–8 has expired. 

2. After the time specified in column C in Table  
A–8 has expired or until the expiration of any 
restricted entry interval, the agricultural employer 
shall not allow or direct any worker to enter or to 
remain in the treated area as specified in column 
D of Table A–8, except as provided in part 
170.112 of the Worker Protection Standard. 

3. When column C in Table A–8 specifies that 
ventilation criteria must be met, ventilation shall 
continue until the air concentration is measured 
to be equal to or less than the inhalation 
exposure level that the labeling requires to be 
achieved. If no inhalation exposure level is listed 
on the labeling, ventilation shall continue until 
after one of the following has transpired: 

• Ten air exchanges 

• Two hours of ventilation using fans or other 
mechanical ventilating system 

• Four hours of ventilation using vents, 
windows, or other passive ventilation 

• Eleven hours with no ventilation followed by 
one hour of mechanical ventilation 

• Eleven hours with no ventilation followed by 
two hours of passive ventilation 

• Twenty-four hours with no ventilation 
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Table A–8: Greenhouse entry restrictions associated with pesticide applications. 
If any information disagrees with the label, follow the label. 

A. When a pesticide is 
applied: 

B. Workers are 
prohibited in: C. Until: 

D. After the expiration of 
time in column C until 
the restricted entry 
interval expires, the 
entry-restricted area is: 

(1) As a fumigant Entire greenhouse plus any 
adjacent structure that can 
not be sealed off from the 
treated area. 

The ventilation criteria of 
paragraph (c) (3) of this 
section are met. 

No entry restrictions after 
criteria in column C are 
met. 

(2) As a 
–Smoke, or 
–Mist, or 
–Fog, or 
–Aerosol 

Entire enclosed area. The ventilation criteria of 
paragraph (c) (3) of this 
section are met. 

Entire enclosed area is the 
treated area. 

(3) Not in 1 or 2 above and 
for which a respiratory 
protection device is 
required for application by 
the product labeling 

Entire enclosed area. The ventilation criteria of 
paragraph (c) (3) of this 
section are met. 

Treated area. 

(4) Not in 1, 2, or 3 above, 
and 
–From a height of greater 
than 12 in. from the 
planting medium, or 
–As a fine spray, or 
–Using a spray pressure 
greater than 40 psi 

Treated area plus 25 feet all 
directions in the enclosed 
area. 

Application is complete. Treated area. 

(5) Otherwise Treated area. Application is complete. Treated area. 

  




