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Learning Outcomes
Participants will:

• Identify one strategy for increasing their own 
sustainability efforts on campus

• Be able to apply at least one new strategy for increasing 
student awareness on recycling and waste reduction on 
campus

• Be able to plan at least one intervention for increasing 
collaboration and partnership on waste reduction efforts



I (honestly) care about 
waste reduction & sustainability

A. SOOO much.

B. A little?

C. Not too much.

D. Not even a little.



I talk about Sustainability at UMass

A. SOOO much.

B. A little?

C. Not too much.

D. Not	even	a	little.



Super-Sorter!
• 4 teams of 2

• 5 minutes

• 3 bins: Trash, Recycling, & Compost

• Electronic Waste placed to the side

• Team with the most points (correctly sorted items) wins!





What We’ve Done:

1. Unified all recycling bins to blue

3.  Installed Scales on OWM Trucks

2.  Updated signage with visuals

4. Rejoined RecycleMania
for first time in 8 years



For recycling 
guidelines, 

read the signs!

UMass.edu/Recycle



One located in EVERY residence hall.

Over 1 MILLION plastic bottles saved 
last year, 2 million in past 2 years.

Clean, filtered water.

Saves plastic, 
saves space!

5.  Installed Hydration Stations



6.  Dressed me up as Sam the Minuteman



7. Package Recycling

Package recycling stations are located at each
Residential Service Desk



8. North Compost

Over 4.5 tons
Of food waste diverted



9. RecycleMania 2017



If no compost bin is available, compostable 
containers should be recycled.

A. True
B. False



Last Thursday 2/22/17



~30 tons diverted

Spring 2017 Collection:

May 4th – May 11th

Tag Sale
10.



Most UMass trash is sent to…

A. Incineration plants

B. Southbridge, MA

C. The ocean

D. Space

E. What trash???
We recycle everything!



Why should I bother recycling?

Covanta - Springfield

Springfield MRF

OWM

OWM

Southbridge Landfill

LANDFILLED
Holyoke Transfer Station

NEW STUFF

FREE





Social Impact of Recycling - Environmental Justice





Why else should I bother recycling?

It’s the Law.

“No landfill, transfer facility or combustion facility shall accept 
the restricted material except to handle, recycle or compost 

the material in accordance with a plan submitted pursuant to 
310 CMR 19.017(6) and approved by the Department.”

Mass	DEP
310	CMR	19.017



2050 Goals: 

The 2020 Plan lays a foundation for the long-term goal – to achieve “zero waste”. By 
2050, Massachusetts should reduce the amount of waste residents and businesses 
dispose of by 80 percent, and virtually eliminate products containing toxic chemicals 
from our disposal facilities. Reducing disposal by 80 percent from the 2008 baseline 
would result in total 2050 disposal of 1,310,000 tons per year. Based on 2008 
generation, this would equate to a diversion rate of 90 percent. 

This 2050 goal aligns with the Global Warming Solutions Act (GWSA, Chapter 298 of 
the Acts of 2008) target of reducing greenhouse gas levels 80 percent below 1990 
levels by 2050, since waste reduction has significant GHG reduction benefits. 
Therefore the initiatives in this Plan also are also included as potential strategies for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions that are required by this Act12 . 

From the Massachusetts Solid Waste Master Plan:

Massachusetts
Solid	Waste	Master	Plan
Page	7



Recycling is a Community Standard at UMass

Cleanliness & Trash Removal

“All community members are expected to dispose of trash 
and recycle appropriate items in the proper waste 

removal locations for their halls.”

UMass	Amherst	Residential	Life
Community	Standards
Page	12





Plastic bags at UMass should be 
disposed in the…

A. Trash
B. Recycling
C. Compost

D.Plastic bags are evil



My Starbucks coffee cups belong in the:

A. Trash
B. Recycling
C. Compost
D. They don’t 

belong anywhere



All items with a recycling symbol should 
be placed in a single-stream bin at UMass.

A. True
B. False



Don’t trust the symbol!

These items may be recyclable somewhere
But that somewhere isn’t always here.





Alkaline batteries belong in the…

A. Trash
B. Recycling
C. Compost
D. Electronic Waste



DO NOT RECYCLE:
• Plastic Bags

• Trash Bags                    

• ANY/ALL Cups

• Black plastic

• Styrofoam

• Soda cases

• Liquids

• Compostables

• Alkaline Batteries



Super-Sorter!

And the winner is...



How can I help?

• Spread the sustainable word! Talk some trash!

• Register your office for the Green Office Program.

• See something, say something.

• Host Zero-Waste Events.

• Embed Sustainability into programming.



I (honestly) care more about waste

A. SOOO much more.

B. A little more?

C. Not too much more.

D. Nice try…
Not even a little more.
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“‘Solid wastes’ are the discarded leftovers of our advanced consumer society. This growing 
mountain of garbage and trash represents not only an attitude of indifference toward valuable 

natural resources, but also a serious economic and public health problem.”
Jimmy Carter 


