Frequently Asked Questions About Transgender People

1. What Does “Transgender” Mean? Transgender people are individuals whose gender
identity and/or expression is sometimes or alwafysrént from the gender assigned to them at
birth. Literally, they “trans,” or cross, genderds.

2. Who Are Transgender People?Transgender people include female-to-male teaqgds
(FTMs or transsexual men), male-to-female transsleXiMTFs or transsexual women),
crossdressers (the term preferred to “transve§titdig queens and kings, and individuals who
adopt a range of genderqueer identities and labels.

3. What Does Genderqueer MeanA relatively new term, “genderqueer” is used by gnan
transgender youth who identify as neither malefeorale, as both, or as somewhere in between,
and who often seek to blur gender lines.

4. How Are Transsexual Individuals Different from Craslressers? Transsexual individuals

feel that their gender identity does not coincidénihe gender they were assigned at birth. They
may undergo hormone treatments and gender confomsiirgeries to align their anatomy with
their core identity, but not all desire or can afféo do so. Although crossdressers wear clothes
that are considered by society to be inappropf@téheir gender, they do not want to change their
birth gender and generally do not alter their bedough hormones or surgeries.

5. What About Drag Kings and QueensTrossdressing was common among women and men
who sought same-sex relationships in the late d8thearly 20th centuries, and often thousands of
people attended the annual drag balls held insclitie New York, Chicago, and New Orleans.
While drag was a largely accepted practice in saexesexual communities, the opposite was true
in the dominant, heterosexual society. Not suipylg then, the first support groups for
crossdressers consisted of heterosexual men, amel a@anizations even sought to exclude gay
and bisexual men. Thus a clear split developedd®st drag queens and kings—Ilesbians, gay
men, and bisexuals who crossdressed—and heterdéseaasdressers. Beyond these separate
histories, another difference between the two gsasiphat drag kings and queens are often very
open about their crossdressing and may perfornsdressed. Crossdressers are generally less
public about their crossdressing and may evenihidem their lovers or spouses.

6. Are Transgender People GayBeing transgender is about gender identity aqpdession, not
sexuality—these are different, though not entirglyelated, concepts. For example, transgender
people are often perceived by society as lesbigagrand thus are discriminated against in
similar ways.



7. How Are Transgender People Discriminated AgainstRike gay, lesbian, and bisexual
individuals, transgender people face discriminatibemployment, housing, and public
accommodations and services. They are also pakéatgets for hate crimes and incidents: verbal
harassment, threatening telephone calls and emailsacts of violence committed by the same
people who hate lesbian, gay, and bisexual indalgluTransgender people, though, are much
more likely to fall victim to discrimination and teacrimes than non-transgender LGB individuals,
because they often possess physical or behavioaghcteristics that readily identify them as
transgender. They are also often denied health carluding access to hormones and gender
confirmation surgeries.
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