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CPPA is now SPP—the School of Public Policy
In case you missed the announcement earlier this month, the Center for Public
Policy and Administration is now the School of Public Policy. SPP’s
establishment was approved by the UMass Board of Trustees this past
September, and will support the development of new curricular, research and
outreach programs in public policy and administration at the state’s flagship
campus. The Class of 2016 will be the first graduates of the new School. All of
CPPA’s online and print publications will eventually bear the SPP imprint. A
formal celebration of public policy’s new School status will occur in the fall of 2016. For additional
information, please visit the SPP website.

2016 Capstone Conference Scheduled for April 28
This year’s annual Capstone Conference, which features presentations by SPP
students completing PPA 610: Capstone Seminar in Public Policy and
Administration, will be held on Thursday, April 28, in the Lincoln Campus Center
(Room 904-908). Five individuals and six teams will describe the original
research they undertook as part of their capstone course and discuss the policy
recommendations emerging from their analyses. Projects range from an
analysis of housing subsidies in San Francisco to an evaluation of a child care

support program at an area community college. Many of the projects were conducted in 
collaboration with local nonprofit or government clients, including Verité, MotherWoman, Tapestry 
Health, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the office of U.S. Representative Jim McGovern. A 
full conference schedule will be available on the SPP website later this month.

Badgett Completes Three-Week Speaking Tour in China and Korea
SPP Director Lee Badgett recently returned from a three-week speaking tour
through China and Korea.  In Hong Kong, Badgett was a featured speaker at
“Pride and Prejudice,” a global event organized by The Economist to discuss
the economic and business costs of LGBT discrimination. From there, she
spoke about her research on marriage equality in talks at Renmin University in
Beijing and East China Normal University in Shanghai.  The U.S. Embassy and
other organizations organized a series of lectures in Seoul at universities,
including talks about her latest book, The Public Professor: How to Use Your Research to Change
the World.  The Korean visit also included the book launch of the Korean translation of Badgett’s
earlier book, When Gay People Get Married: What Happens When Societies Legalize Same-Sex
Marriage. A video of Badgett’s Pride and Prejudice talk is available here. Additional photos from
the trip are available here.

Schweik Featured Speaker at USFWS Spring Events
Charles Schweik, environmental conservation and public policy, was an invited
speaker at two recent events hosted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. He
offered a webinar on the use of quadcopter landcover mapping for developing
invasive species inventories. Part of the webinar focused on appropriate fly
policies for unmanned drones. Schweik also was the plenary speaker at an
event in March hosted by the USFWS National Conservation Training Center in
West Virginia. His talk was part of a training for USFWS staff seeking to gain
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better knowledge of climate science and climate change as they relate to resource management. 

Wellspring Harvest Holds April 20th Press Conference at Baystate
A press event announcing signed letters of intent by Baystate Health, the
Springfield Public Schools/Sodexo, and Big Y to purchase fruits and vegetables
produced by the Wellspring Harvest Greenhouse will be held at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 20, at the Baystate Tolosky Family Living Area (main
entrance area, Hospital of the Future). Wellspring leaders will also announce a
Direct Public Offering (DPO) for MA residents interested in investing in the
cooperatively-owned greenhouse. Wellspring has a preferred developer
agreement with the Springfield Redevelopment Authority to purchase a greenhouse site in Indian
Orchard, and hopes to complete the land purchase agreement within the next several months. The
UMass School of Public Policy is a founding member of Wellspring, a Springfield-based job
creation initiative. For additional information, contact Wellspring co-director and SPP lecturer Fred
Rose.

Alumni News:
Allison Ackerman ’08 is now a program analyst in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development. Ackerman is a former Presidential Management Fellow, having served as part of the
White House Council on Environmental Quality in 2009-10. Zane Farr ’12 is a research associate
at Communications Workers of America (CWA) in Washington, D.C. CWA represents more than
700,000 workers in 1,200 local unions across the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico.  Lee Badgett met
up with Kumna Jung ’14 on her recent visit to Seoul, Korea.

To see all of our news and events, please visit our website.
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