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News & Updates

CPPA Named Among Most Innovative Public Service
Programs in U.S.

The Center for Public Policy and Administration has
been named among the most innovative public service
programs in the country. The ranking, from the
independent group Best Value Schools, specifically
highlights CPPA’s rigorous internship program and the
intentional integration of social equity into teaching,
research and service. “Being recognized nationally in
this way is a testament to all the great work that CPPA’s

faculty, students and staff do every day,” says CPPA Director M.V. Lee
Badgett. Read more.

Accelerated Master of Public Policy Information Sessions
Open to Five College Juniors
Juniors from any of the Five Colleges are invited to
attend one of our upcoming information sessions about
the accelerated Master of Public Policy program. This
interdisciplinary degree program allows students to earn
a policy-focused master's degree just one year after
completing their undergraduate studies. Encourage
your Five College go-getters to learn more about
CPPA's accelerated program. See the side panel of this e-bulletin for details
about each information session.

Students

Sylvester and MotherWoman Advocate for State Pregnant
Workers’ Law

Laura Sylvester (MPPA/MPH ’16) is playing a central
role in advancing a new state bill that would protect the
rights of pregnant workers. Sylvester is a board member
at MotherWoman, the Hadley-based nonprofit that is
spearheading this effort. In CPPA’s legislative drafting
course last fall, Sylvester crafted an initial draft of the
bill’s language and has worked with others from
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awareness, share
analyses and
research, and inspire
future work that thinks
critically about the
intersections of
gender, sexuality,
migration and
citizenship.
Hadley and Marriott
Rooms, UMass
Campus Center
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Accelerated Master
of Public Policy
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CPPA Associate
Director Satu Zoller
presents an overview
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master’s program
designed especially for
Five College students.
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Honors College 160E

MotherWoman to secure support on Beacon Hill. So far the Massachusetts
Pregnant Workers Fairness Act has 62 co-sponsors in the legislature. Read
more.

Fernandez Appointed to National Clean Energy Mentoring
Program
Maria Fernandez (MPPA/MBA ’15) has been named a
OneEnergy Scholar, a national mentoring program for
young professionals who want to make a difference in
the clean energy field. She is the second CPPA student
in two years to participate. “I am interested in exploring
the potential of collaboration among governments,
NGOs and the private sector to come up with new
business models to accelerate the adoption of clean energy,” says
Fernandez. Read more.

Faculty

On NPR, Misra Speaks about High Child Care Costs and
Possible Policy Solutions

At the end of January, Professor Joya Misra (sociology
and public policy) was a guest on Radio Times, a
current events program produced by WHYY,
Philadelphia’s National Public Radio affiliate. Misra’s
appearance came in the wake of President Obama’s
State of the Union address, in which he drew attention
to the high cost of quality child care in the United

States. Misra spoke about possible policy solutions to make child care more
affordable.

Mednicoff Analyzes Roots of Paris Terrorist Attacks
Assistant Professor David Mednicoff (public policy)
published two articles last month analyzing what he
understands to be at the root of the recent terrorist
attacks in Paris. In The Conversation, Mednicoff
described how colonial and post-colonial authoritarian
politics, much more than Islam, have primed the region
for extremism and violence. And in the Huffington Post,
Mednicoff explained why he believes the attacks at Charlie Hebdo had more
to do with French identity than free speech.

Schweik Addresses Crowdsourcing during EPA Webinar
Associate Professor Charles Schweik (environmental
conservation and public policy) spoke on a panel during
a recent webinar sponsored by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. The panel, “Low Cost
Instrumentation and Sensors for Citizen
Science/Crowdsourcing,” was part of the monthly
meeting of the Federal Community of Practice on

Crowdsourcing and Citizen Science. The group has representatives from
more than 30 federal agencies and meets regularly to develop best
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practices for designing, implementing and evaluating crowdsourcing and
citizen science initiatives.

Alumni

Sorin Dan (MPPA ’09) has moved to Paris, where he is conducting policy
research for the Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate
at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

Catherine Sands (MPPA ’09) is a member of the team that is coordinating
the first comprehensive food system plan for Massachusetts in more than 40
years. Sands is conducting outreach to and gathering input from
underrepresented communities across the state.

The work that Fran Hutchins (MPPA/MBA ’13) is doing to ensure equal
rights for LGBT Americans is featured in an article just published by the
UMass Amherst Alumni Association.

Emma Nelson (MPP ’14) is working as a permits biologist at the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service in Falls Church, Va.

Chris Palmer (MPPA ’14) has accepted a position as a social science
research analyst at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services in
Baltimore, Md.
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