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News & Updates

Sen Brewer to Join CPPA Faculty
State Sen. Stephen M. Brewer will join the faculty of the Center
for Public Policy and Administration after he retires in January
from a 26-year career as a state lawmaker. Brewer, a Democrat
from Barre, Mass., has chaired the Senate Ways and Means
Committee since 2011, overseeing all of the Commonwealth’s
fiscal matters. His knowledge and first-hand experience in this
field positions him well for one of the courses he will teach during
his first semester at UMass Amherst — a two-credit graduate-level class on state
budgeting. Brewer will also offer an undergraduate course on advocacy in state
government. Read more.

CPPA Community Celebrates End of Semester
CPPA alumni joined current students, faculty and staff for a lively
gathering earlier this month to celebrate the end of the semester
and the beginning of winter. Thanks to everyone who stopped
by! Alumni who weren’t able to make it — but would like CPPA to
know what you’re up to — are invited to complete our alumni
update form.

Students

GIS Students Display Diverse Mapping Projects
Students in Introduction to Geographic Information Systems,
taught by Associate Professor Charles Schweik (environmental
conservation and public policy), recently presented their final
projects during a public poster session. Eleven CPPA students
participated. Each student combined myriad data points with
geographical information to create unique fact-filled maps. CPPA
students’ topics included infrastructure issues in Brazil; the effect
of math manipulatives on student achievement; mustard gas use during Morocco’s Rif
War in the 1920s; historic and economic development in Conway, Mass.; violence
against women in Pakistan; electricity prices across Massachusetts; and crime on
university campuses and in the campus ZIP codes.
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Undergrads Present Policymaking for Social Change Projects
Undergraduates in Policymaking for Social Change presented
their final projects earlier this month, showcasing their passion for
social justice and grasp of policymaking basics. The course,
taught by Associate Professor Brenda Bushouse (political
science and public policy), is one of CPPA’s first undergraduate
offerings and was supported by the College of Social and
Behavioral Sciences’ year-long initiative “Social Science Matters:

Perspectives in Inequality.” Read more.

Faculty

Boutcher to Study Strategy Behind Removal of Homosexuality from
DSM
Assistant Professor Steven Boutcher (sociology and public
policy) has been awarded a UMass Faculty Research Grant to
study the connection between social movements and
professional change. He will root his research in the American
Psychiatric Association’s 1973 decision to remove homosexuality
from its Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM). Among other things, Boutcher will examine why getting
homosexuality removed from the DSM became a focus for lesbian and gay activists.
Read more.

Bushouse Highlights Pew Funding of Pre-K
Associate Professor Brenda Bushouse (political science and
public policy) presented research at last month’s annual
conference of the Association for Research on Nonprofit
Organizations and Voluntary Action (ARNOVA). In her session,
titled “Universal Pre-K: What Happened When Pew’s Money Ran
Out?” Bushouse updated some of the data she discussed in her
2009 book, Universal Preschool: Policy Change, Stability, and

the Pew Charitable Trusts.

Harper Presents Findings from Springfield’s Futurescape City Tour
Associate Professor Krista Harper (anthropology and public
policy) presented a paper last month at the annual conference of
the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. Her paper,
titled “Futurescape City Tour Springfield: Science and
Technology Studies in a Deindustrializing City,” was part of a
panel exploring controversies related to the use of science and
technology in city planning. Harper’s presentation was based on
a public engagement project she co-directed in 2013 that examined how emerging
technologies might change public spaces and services in Springfield, Mass.

Gano Highlights Engaged Research Partnership with Boston
Museum of Science

CPPA Research Fellow Gretchen Gano participated last month in
a UMass event titled “Getting to Know You: Boston Museum of
Science as Outreach Partner.” University Relations and the Office
of Research Development organized the discussion, which
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focused on ways in which UMass and the museum can work
together to broaden the impact of faculty research. In 2012,
Gano partnered with the Museum of Science on an

environmental policy project affiliated with the United Nations.

Alumni

Spirited Policy Networking on Jan. 13
Register today for Spirited Policy Networking, a happy hour
hosted by CPPA and the UMass Amherst Alumni Association for
alums who live and work in the Washington, D.C., area. Join
current CPPA students, who will be in D.C. for our annual
professional development trip. Tuesday, Jan. 13, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m., at Busboys & Poets, 1025 5th St. NW.

Clem Clay (MPA ’04) has been named the new executive
director of Grow Food Northampton, an organization that promotes food security by
advancing sustainable agriculture in Northampton, Mass.

Kevin Moforte (MPPA ’13) has launched a nonprofit called Upward Ventures and is
raising money to start a soap factory in the Dominican Republic that will employ
mainly women.

Varun Shetty (MPPA ’13) is an international projects assistant at Kagoshima
University, in Kagoshima, Japan.

Patrick Kenney (MPPA ’14) has been promoted to constituent services
representative in Rep. Niki Tsongas’ Lowell, Mass., office.

Sarah Malek (MPPA ’14) is now project administrator at the Harvard Pilgrim Health
Care Institute’s Department of Population Medicine, in Boston.
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