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News & Updates

New Grants Keep Wellspring Growing
The Wellspring Collaborative has received two new grants from
the John Merck Fund and the Community Foundation of Western
Massachusetts that will allow the Springfield-based project to
complete plans for hydroponic greenhouses that offer city
residents educational opportunities and jobs while providing
fresh, year-round produce to area institutions. Wellspring, which
is co-directed by CPPA Lecturer Fred Rose, is already developing
purchase agreements with Baystate Health, Cooley Dickinson Hospital, UMass
Amherst and other regional hospitals and universities. Sales to these institutional
partners will account for about 40 percent of the greenhouse’s production; the rest will
go to area food co-ops and other retail stores interested in selling locally grown
produce. Read more.

Save the Date: Amherst Alumni Gathering Dec. 4
The Center for Public Policy and Administration invites our
Amherst-area alumni to join current students, faculty and staff for
a semester-end party on Thursday, Dec. 4, from 5 to 7 p.m. in
Gordon Hall 302-304.This will be a relaxed, festive occasion for
current students to network with CPPA alums, and for local
alumni to catch up with CPPA. Watch your inbox for more details.

Higher Minimum Wage Necessary and Possible, says Waging
Democracy Panel
At CPPA’s recent panel titled “Waging Democracy: The Politics
and Process of Raising the Minimum Wage,” panelists laid out
economic, political and labor perspectives on why the United
States needs a higher minimum wage. And despite all the gloom
and doom coming out of Washington, D.C., these days, the
panelists even offered the standing-room-only audience some
concrete examples of how people around the country are
succeeding in increasing wages and decreasing inequality. Read more.

Students
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Current
students,
faculty and
staff are
invited to
our annual
pie fest, a
time to relax
and
socialize —
and eat
some
delicious
pies, both
savory and
sweet! 
Gordon
Hall Atrium

Monday,
Nov. 3,
12:15-1:15
p.m.

The
Science of
Policy: A
Network
Perspective
Assistant
Professor
Bruce
Desmarais
(political
science)
discusses
his recent
work during
the CPPA
Faculty
Colloquium.
Thompson
620

Thursday,
Dec. 4, 5-7
p.m.

Local
Alumni
Gathering
and End-
of-
Semester
Party
Current
students,
faculty and
staff are
invited to
celebrate
the end of
the
semester
and network
with CPPA
alumni who
live and
work in the
area. 

Boston Professional Development Trip to Introduce Students to
Diverse Employment Options

Next week students in the Professional Development Seminar will
travel to Boston to meet with representatives from and learn
about a diverse range of nonprofit organizations and government
agencies. So far, the itinerary includes a stop at Gov. Deval
Patrick’s office; Partners in Health; Root Capital; Third Sector
New England; and the Union of Concerned Scientists.

Faculty

Fountain Recognized as Spotlight Scholar
Distinguished Professor Jane Fountain (political science and
public policy) has been recognized as a UMass Amherst Spotlight
Scholar for her pioneering work on digital government and how
governments and large international organizations can make the
best use of rapidly evolving technology. Read more.

Badgett Addresses LGBT Poverty at USAID Forum
At an international forum last month sponsored by the U.S.
Agency for International Development, CPPA Director M.V. Lee
Badgett (economics) spoke on a panel addressing how poverty
affects populations that are socially marginalized due to disability,
ethnicity, gender, geography or sexual orientation. The two-day
forum, titled Frontiers in Development: Ending Extreme Poverty,
drew global leaders and development practitioners — including

current and former secretaries of State John Kerry and Madeleine Albright — to focus
on the question, “How will we eradicate extreme poverty by 2030?” Read more.

Mednicoff Presents First Analysis of Data from Grant on Rule of
Law in Qatar
At a conference last month in Doha, Qatar, Assistant Professor
David Mednicoff (public policy) presented the first data analysis
from his three-year grant titled “The Rule of Law in Qatar:
Comparative Insights and Policy Strategies.” The conference was
organized by Georgetown University and focused on human
rights in the Arab Gulf states. Mednicoff’s talk, titled “The Legal
and Political Framework for Migrant Workers in Qatar and the
Gulf,” highlighted early data from the hundreds of surveys and interviews of Qatari
students and legal policymakers that Mednicoff and his research team have
conducted as part of a $1 million grant from the Qatar National Research Fund.

Bushouse Educates Five College Chairs about Curriculum Bridging
Project

Associate Professor Brenda Bushouse (political science and
public policy) recently presented to department chairs from
around the Five Colleges a summary of the Five College Public
Policy Initiative’s Curriculum Bridging Project. Bushouse, who
directs the project, delivered a talk titled “Mind the Gap: Bridging
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Liberal Arts and Professional Education in Public Policy and
Social Innovation.” The Curriculum Bridging Project is funded by

Five Colleges, Inc., through a generous grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Gano Defends Dissertation on Societal Implications for Participatory
Technology
CPPA Research Fellow Gretchen Gano successfully defended
her dissertation at the University of Arizona in August. Her
dissertation, titled The Soft Megamachine: Lewis Mumford's
Vision of Technological Society and Implications for
(Participatory) Technology Assessment, critiques formal
technology assessment and explores experimental public
engagement using the theoretical construct of Lewis Mumford’s
megamachine as its lens.

Alumni

Patricia Tillmann (MPPA ’10) now works in Seattle with EnviroIssues, a public
involvement and community outreach firm. She helps engage the public in
infrastructure and environmental cleanup decisions, and provides strategic
communications support to clients in the natural resources and energy sectors.

Tracy Gebhart (MPP ’14) has been hired as a special education research analyst at
Success Academy Charter Schools in New York City.

In Partnership with the UMass Amherst Alumni Association
Memorial Hall, 134 Hicks Way, Amherst, MA 01003-9270
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