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Friday, Feb. 15, 2 to 4 p.m.
Mothers in Academia
This panel features
contributors to the forthcoming
book of the same name, who
will discuss their experiences
with the conditions of working
motherhood and academic life.
Campus Center 803
 
Monday, March 4, noon
Faculty Colloquium:
Elizabeth Brabec
Professor Elizabeth Brabec
(landscape architecture and
regional planning) will discuss
her research on land
conservation and sustainable
open space in a talk titled
"Commonage in Private
Holdings: Land Use and Land
Ownership in the Gullah
Communities of South
Carolina."
Thompson Hall 620
 
Wednesday, March 6, 1:30-3
p.m.
Local Food: Cultivating an
Economy, an Industry or a
Movement?
The Food Access Research and
Engagement Partnership
presents this panel discussion,
during which faculty from three
UMass departments will explore
the perceived and potential

News & Updates
Panel to Explore State of and Potential for Locally Grown Fare
In coordination with the Food Access Research and Engagement (FARE)
Partnership at UMass Amherst, the Center for Public Policy and
Administration next month will host a panel discussion exploring the
perceived and potential benefits of the current buzz around locally
grown foods. The panel, titled "Local Food: Cultivating an Economy, an
Industry or a Movement?" will also look at the role that the food industry
can and does play in our food system. Panelists include Nancy Cohen,
professor and head of the Nutrition Department; Eric Decker, professor
of food science; and John Gerber, professor of sustainable food and
farming. M.V. Lee Badgett, CPPA director and professor of economics,
will moderate. Wednesday, March 6, 1:30-3 p.m., Campus Center
165-69.
 
CPPA to Collaborate on New Youth Sexual Justice Project
CPPA is one of the partners on
a new Ford Foundation grant-
funded project called "Hear
Our Stories: Diasporic Youth for Sexual Rights and Justice." The two-year
$500,000 project will be co-directed by UMass professors Aline
Gubrium (public health) and Elizabeth Krause (anthropology). Project
partners will use audiovisual media to reveal how diasporic youth
experience and negotiate sexual health disparities. In particular,
Gubrium and Krause will work with Latina teen mothers in Holyoke. The
goal is to transform assumptions about young parenting Latinas
through the novel use of digital storytelling in order to recalibrate the
conversation on young motherhood and sexuality, health and rights
across generations. Read more.
 
CPPA Offers Three Summer Online Courses

CPPA is offering three exciting online
courses this summer, open to both graduate
and undergraduate students, as well as
professionals and continuing education
students. This summer's offerings are LGBT
Social Science and Public Policy Issues;
Intro to Geographic Information Systems;

and Social Movements and Public Policy. Each course is three credits.
Enrollment opens March 18.
 
CPPA Faculty Sit on Panel about UMass Research in Springfield
Two CPPA faculty members participated in a
panel discussion last week titled "Social
Science Research in Springfield." Associate
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Russo and Lunt stand behind the
Net Impact judges.

benefits of the current
popularity of locally grown
foods.
Campus Center 165-69

 ________________________
  

Visit the
CPPA Events Calendar 

for up-to-date information
about all our events.

 

Professor Sylvia Brandt (resource
economics and public policy) spoke about
childhood asthma in Springfield, while CPPA
Researcher Fred Rose described his work as co-director of the
Wellspring Collaborative, an economic development project that will
create new worker-owned businesses in city neighborhoods. The event
was sponsored by the UMass Institute for Social Science Research and
sought to address the needs and strengths of the city, and to assess the
current state of the UMass-Springfield partnership.
 
Curriculum Bridging Project Offers New Social Entrepreneurship
Course  

As part of the Five College Curriculum
Bridging Project, Amherst College hosted a
non-credit course called "Social Action
through Social Enterprise" during the

January 2013 term. Megan Briggs Lyster, an adjunct professor at
Hampshire College, taught the course, during which student teams
developed a social media marketing plan for Celia Grace, an
Amherst-based company run by Marcie Muelkhe (MPPA/MBA '12) that
designs and sells sustainably produced wedding dresses. Students also
created an early-stage financing plan for MissionControl, a company
that produces financial accounting software for small nonprofits
dedicated to social change. The Curriculum Bridging Project offers Five
College faculty opportunities to explore curricular and pedagogical
innovations that bridge undergraduate and professional education in
the areas of public policy, organizational leadership and innovation for
social change. It is one component of the Five College Public Policy
Initiative, which enhances collaboration among Five College faculty and
students interested in curricula, research and outreach related to public
policy.
 

Students
MPP Students Win UMass Social Enterprise Consulting
Competition
Kyle Lunt and Nick Russo (both
MPP '13) won this year's Net Impact
Consulting Challenge with a project
examining ways to bring in
additional revenue to a local
community media access center.
The pair spent their winter break
surveying the Apple software
training classes that Amherst Media
currently offers to the public and
researching the offerings of other
official Apple training centers in the
Northeast. Lunt and Russo then made recommendations on ways that
Amherst Media could improve its educational offerings and marketing
efforts. The annual Net Impact competition pairs graduate students with
local nonprofits or socially and environmentally conscious for-profit
businesses to analyze and provide recommendations for addressing a
challenge faced by the organization. Read more.
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CPPA students with UMass alum
Audie Cornish ('01) of NPR.

D.C. Professional Development Trip Visit Government Offices and
Nonprofits
Last month CPPA students spent
three days in Washington, D.C.,
meeting with UMass alumni and
visiting organizations and agencies
where they might eventually intern
or work. During the professional
development trip, students went to
the Urban Institute; Population
Action International; the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau; the
Center for American Progress; Pew
Charitable Trusts; the U.S.
Department of Labor; Congressman James McGovern's office; the
Congressional Budget Office; and National Public Radio. Special thanks
to the following alumni for coordinating the meetings: John Ake
(MPPA/MBA '09); Maggie Carson (MPA '85); Caitlin Gould (MPPA '09);
and Michael Qualter (MPA '03). In addition, CPPA students met with
UMass alum Audie Cornish (Journalism '01), who hosts All Things
Considered and Weekend Edition Sunday on National Public Radio.

Faculty
Bushouse Sits on Mothers in Academia Panel Feb. 15

Associate Professor Brenda Bushouse (political
science and public policy) will speak on a panel
called "Mothers in Academia" on Friday, Feb. 15, in
Campus Center Room 803 at 2 p.m. The panel will
feature contributors to the forthcoming book
Mothers in Academia (Columbia University Press,
May 2013), who will discuss their experiences with

the conditions of working motherhood and academic life. More
information.
 
Misra Co-Authors Report Debunking Parental Leave Abuse by
Male Faculty
Professor Joya Misra (sociology and public policy)
has co-authored a new article dispelling the myth
that male faculty members in higher education
abuse family leave policies by focusing on research
rather than parenting during their time off. The study,
published in the January issue of the journal
Fathering, has received substantial media attention
in the United States and abroad. Read more.
 
Harper Awarded Service-Learning Faculty Fellowship

Associate Professor Krista Harper (anthropology and
public policy) has been named a 2013 UMass
Service-Learning Faculty Fellow, giving her access to
training and support from the university's
Community Engagement and Service-Learning
program to develop a new course with a service-
learning component. The course, called

"Participatory Digital and Visual Research," will be offered for the first
time in fall 2013. While its theme will vary each semester, the graduate
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Boutcher observes a small group
discussion during the workshop.

course will train students to use participatory digital and visual research
methods. Students will learn these innovative skills while working on a
community-based participatory research project in the local area. Read
more.
 
Badgett, Boutcher and Hutchins Present at LGBT Equality
Conference
CPPA Director M.V. Lee Badgett
(economics) and Assistant
Professor Steven Boutcher
(sociology and public policy), along
with student Fran Hutchins
(MPPA/MBA '13), presented a
workshop titled "The 90 Minute
Master's in Social Change" during
the National Conference on LGBT
Equality last month in Atlanta. The
session is designed to help make
activists more effective as they
organize for equal rights and other
aspects of social change.

Alumni
Sarah Keister Armstrong (MPPA '11) has started her own business,
Turks Cap Consulting, which helps nonprofit organizations with grant
writing, program evaluation, data collection and analysis, and
communications and public relations. She also continues to work as a
program analyst at the U.S. Department of Labor, where she has been
since June 2011.
 
Amy Cookson (MPPA '08) is now the deputy communications director
for the Maine Senate Democrats. She works with the communications
director, chiefs of staff, Senate leadership and policy staff to craft the
Democrats' message with regard to policy initiatives and specific issues.
Cookson also coordinates all press coverage for the 16 state
Democratic senators.
 
Elissa Holmes (MPPA/MBA '12) has taken a job with Partners in
Health, in Boston. As development assistant, she works on teams that
create and maintain relationships with foundations and with individual
and corporate donors.
  
CPPA wants to hear from you! Update your information through our Alumni
Update Form or drop us a line at kcolon@pubpol.umass.edu.
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