
In medieval times, Spain was home to one of the largest and most distinguished Jewish communities in the world.  Under
Moorish rule, a Golden Age for Muslims, Christians, and Jews flourished is Spain.  Contact with Northern European and
Middle Eastern Jewish communities led to a co-mingling of diverse Jewish traditions. An exceptionally vibrant intellectual
and cultural life resulted in the Sephardic customs and ceremonies that are practiced today.  

The Roots of Sefarad -- a journey through 15 centuries of Jewish history, scholarship, culture, and art -- is a passage
through Jewish memory.  It is a journey that will take you from the past through to the present.

This nine-day, eight-night excursion will provide a glimpse into this rich Sephardic heritage, and will provide first-hand
knowledge of the once-thriving communal and spiritual lives of of the Jews of the Iberian Peninsula. It also will introduce
you to the Jewish Spain of today, a population that has grown over the past decade, as we will learn in meetings and
receptions with representatives of the Jewish communities, Spanish diplomates, and government officials.  

Rabbi Elie Abadie, MD, of Congregation Edmond J. Safra and Rabbi Haskel Lookstein of Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun
will lead you through this journey, accompanied by professional tour guides. 

Two educational/orientation programs will be held prior to departure, with call-in options for those who live outside the New
York area. 

Cost: Price includes five-star hotels, three Glatt Kosher meals daily, transfers, deluxe buses and high speed trains, entries
to sites, all gratuities, security, and guides. 

$3995 per person (plus optional single supplement of $850) for the land portion of this escorted trip to Spain 
$1050 per person economy fare to Spain, with a $1000 supplement per person for business class travel
Those who wish to make their own travel arrangements can meet us in Madrid.  This will allow those interested
to customize their travel arrangements.  

Deposit:
A deposit of $1000 per person is required by April 27, 2010, for those using the land package only.  
A deposit of $1250 per person is required by April 27, 2010, for those using our group flights and the land package.
An additional deposit of $200 per person is required for those requiring a single room.  

For more information or to register, contact Ellen Cohen at 212-294-8350, ext. 4, or ecohen@asf.cjh.org. 
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Discover the rich Jewish heritage of Spain 
Tour the Jewish quarters of medieval communities

Explore the country that was home to Maimonides, Abarbanel, and Yehuda Halevi

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 AT 6:30 p.m. 
DAUGHTERS OF SARA, MOTHERS OF ISRAEL: 
JEWISH WOMEN IN MEDIEVAL GIRONA

The names of the Jewish women who lived in
medieval Girona were Astruga, Dolca, Esther,
Mairona, Preciosa, Rahel, Sara. They were
born in the city, and they gave birth there.
They worked and did business there. Some of
them, often under duress, gave up the faith of
their fathers. Others professed to be the fer-
vent heiresses of the ancestral law. In this talk
Silvia Planas, Director of the Institut d'Estudis

Nahmanides and the Museum of Jewish History of Girona, will
endeavor to rediscover these women and honor their legacy
and their memory.  

MONDAY, MAY 3 AT 6:30 p.m. 
A CERTAIN IDENTITY - 
CRYPTO JEWS AROUND THE WORLD

Thousands of Iberian Jews went "underground"
at the time of the Inquisition and the expulsion
from Spain. With tremendous tenacity, they
preserved their Jewish heritage, married
among themselves, and passed it down from
generation to generation.  Dr. Gloria Mound,
Director of the Casa Shalom-Institute for
Anusim Studies in Israel, will illuminate their

fascinating history, their presence in the Caribbean and in
European countries, as well as previously unsuspected links
with French Huguenots.  

SAMPLE SPAIN BY ATTENDING TWO SPECIAL LECTURES AS OUR GUEST!

Both lectures will be held at the American Sephardi Federation, in the Center for Jewish History, 15 West 16th Street, NYC. 
Bring this flyer for FREE ADMISSION.    Reservations are required. Phone: 212-294-8350 ext. 0 or e-mail at info@americansephardifederation.org.
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SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS ACCOMMODATED

This itinerary is subject to revisions and availabilities.

Sunday, July 4
Depart JFK in the evening on Air Europa.

Monday, July 5
Arrive in Madrid

Panoramic tour of the city  
Check in and dinner at hotel

Guest speaker
Accommodations: Hotel Hospes, Madrid

Tuesday, July 6
Half-day coach visit to Segovia, 

where the largest Jewish population of Castille resided 
and now a World Heritage Site.  

Visit the former main synagogue, 
now the Corpus Christie Church; 

the Learning Center of the Jewish Quarter 
at the house of Abraham Senneor; 

the San Andres gate which leads to the Jewish cemetery; 
and tour the restored Jewish quarter  

Return to Madrid for leisure time and dinner.  
Accommodations: Hotel Hospes, Madrid

Wednesday, July 7
Half-day coach visit to Toledo, accompanied by the Consul
General of Spain in NY, the Honorable Fernando Villalonga  

Visit the synagogues of Santa Maria La Blanca; El-Transito and
the Sephardic Museum; and the Palace of Samuel Ha-Levi

Return to Madrid for guided visit to world-famous Prado museum  
(As an alternative, if numbers warrant, visit the Stock Exchange 
to be briefed on the Spanish economy/investment opportunities)
Cocktail reception with representatives of the Jewish community, 

hosted by the Consul General of Spain in NY
Accommodations: Hotel Hospes, Madrid

Thursday, July 8
Travel from Madrid to Barcelona via high speed train

Walk the streets where the once-vibrant Jewish community 
lived in the Middle Ages  

Visit the old synagogue, recently restored as a private museum
Walk by the building where the Spanish Inquisition functioned 

in Barcelona until 1834
See the only mezuzah left in the city

Visit the Shoah memorial
Accommodations: Casa Fuster Hotel, Barcelona

Friday, July 9
Full day coach visit to Girona and Besalu

Also called “Mother of Israel,” Girona is home to an important
school of Kabbalah and has one of the most beautiful 

and important Jewish Quarters in Catalonia 
Visit the Jewish History Museum of Girona, 

located where the 15th century synagogue once stood, which
traces the historical trajectory of the Catalan Jewish communities

Continue to the medieval village of Besalu, 
visiting a 12th century mikvah, 

in what is still called the "Pla dels Jueus," Place of the Jews  
Return to Barcelona for Shabbat prayers and dinner 

at the Israel Community Center of Barcelona.
Accommodations: Casa Fuster Hotel, Barcelona

Saturday, July 10
Shabbat services, kiddush, and lunch at the synagogue  

Guest speakers and a walking tour are planned
Accommodations: Casa Fuster Hotel, Barcelona

Sunday, July 11
Travel from Barcelona to Cordoba via high speed train
The capital of Al-Andalus, it is the city where some of 

the greatest philosophers, architects, artists, and scientists 
from the Jewish, Muslim and Christian world came together.  

Tour the Jewish Quarter, 
one of the largest and best preserved in the world

Tour includes the Old Synagogue, the statue of Maimonides, 
the Calahorra gateway and the Great Mosque.  

Visit Casa de Sefarad de Cordoba,
where they will host a private concert for us

Accommodations: Hotel Hospes Palacio del Bailio, Cordoba

Monday, July 12
Full-day coach visit to Seville,

where we will see the Cathedral with its Giralda Tower, 
the Alcazar and El Barrio de Santa Cruz, 

once the thriving Jewish quarter
Return to Cordoba for overnight stay

Accommodations: Hotel Hospes Palacio del Bailio, Cordoba

Tuesday, July 13
Travel via high-speed train from Cordoba to Madrid 

for our afternoon flight to JFK 
Arrive at JFK


