
Minutes 
Academic Matters Council 
Wednesday, April 20, 2005 
 
Attendees:  Mokhtar Atallah, Martha Baker, Robert Bernatzky, John Cunningham, Jeff Eiseman, Ginger Etinde, 
Christine King, Ernest May,  Jennifer Normanly, Dennis Searcy, Theresa Ray, Peg Wherry 
 
Minutes: 
The minutes of April 6, 2005 were accepted by the Council.  
 
Discussion: 
John Cunningham gave a brief update on the policy of cross- listing courses.   
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Course (Robert Bernatsky – Chair) 
ENVIRSCI 555 – Enviornmental Toxicology & Context PASSED 
(will be cross- listed as Animal Sci. 555) 
 
Envirsci 585, which is already Animal Sci. 585, has been TABLED and referred to the Policy Subcommittee.  
Mokhtar advised that the council table the cross- listing until it establishes the guidelines.  Mokhtar also suggested 
that the Policy subcommittee check with the Registrar to see which cross- listed courses are no longer being taught. 
 
Policy (Mokhtar Atallah – Chair) 
Mokhtar reported on the issue of restricting enrollments in majors.  It was noted that budgetary decisions tend to 
influence the issue of restricting enrollments.  The issue of having a lottery for admission was discussed.  The 
lottery would include the student writing an essay and then being issued a grade.  Ernest May stressed tha t the 
merit based approach is the best way to accept enrollments into a major; eluding the merits of an applicant should 
not be an option.  Theresa Ray supported E. May’s comment and stated that from her perspective as a student, it 
seems unfair for a student of merit to be denied access into a major because of a student selected by lottery.  Also, 
a student selected based on merit is more likely to succeed in the field over the student selected by lottery.  
Mokhtar also suggested setting a bar of grades high enough so that every student who is admitted into a major has 
the required merit. 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 4, 2005 @ 12:15 p.m., Campus Center, 804-808 


