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Background: 
 
There is a growing use of classroom response systems where students using “clickers” submit answers to 
questions and the ir responses are recorded by a laptop computer connected to room receivers. The UMass 
Amherst campus received two Davis Educational Foundation Grants over the last 5 years to install and use 
such systems.  To date, we have installed Interwrite Personal Response System [PRS] receivers in all major 
lecture auditoriums and several classrooms.  We have also linked the PRS system to OWL, our online web-
based learning tool to improve and extend the system. This past academic year [F05 and S06], we had 50 
courses use such classroom response systems and all but five used the Interwrite PRS hardware (see attached 
spreadsheet).  Four of the five courses that did not use the Interwrite PRS did so because other vendors 
offered a newer, improved radio frequency transmitter with enhanced performance and pedagogy. Now 
Interwrite PRS offers a radio frequency version that we pilot tested for Interwrite PRS in two courses this 
semester and we were impressed with the results.  This new radio frequency Interwrite PRS offers the best 
set of features with an attractive business model where we buy the hardware once and there are no site 
licenses, student registration fees, or software expenses.  In addition, the software is backward compatible to 
the older Interwrite PRS we still have and use on campus.   
 
Textbook publishers have entered the clicker business by bundling specific clickers with textbooks and their 
sale’s forces have been pitching their clickers to individual faculty. The concern is that students will be asked 
to buy more than one clicker because certain instructors use a different clicker because it was bundled with 
the textbook.  Although we are not mandating that UMass Amherst instructors use the Interwrite PRS, we are 
only provid ing support, both for the hardware and software, for the Interwrite PRS—both the older and the 
newer systems.  Faculty still decide what’s best for their students and courses, but the adoption of one 
company’s product as the one we support should encourage the use of the system that has been nearly 
universally used on our campus and reduce the financial burden on our students. 
 

Recommendation:  
 
That UMass Amherst, under the direction of the Office of the Provost working in collaboration with OIT,  
provide support for the classroom response system sold by GTCO CalComp under the Interwrite PRS brand 
name. Such a policy will encourage instructors to use the same system and reduce costs to our students. 
 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve The Interwrite Personal Response System as the   
44-06  classroom response system that is supported at the University of Massachusetts  
  Amherst, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 06-039.



  Sen. Doc. No. 06-039 

 


