Sen. Doc. No. 05-034

SPECIAL REPORT

of the

ACADEMIC MATTERS COUNCIL

concer ning

COURSESTAKEN BY UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS (SYSTEM)
EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Presented at the
641% Regular M eeting of the Faculty Senate
April 28, 2005

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

William Richards Adrion John Jenkins (Chair)
Mokhtar Atallah Arthur Keene
Martha Baker M. ChrigtineKing
Robert Bernatzy Pamela M ar sh-Williams
Deborah Carlin Ernest May
Stephanie Chapko Jennifer Normanly
John J. Cunningham Theresa Ray

Jeffrey Eiseman Dennis Sear cy
Ginger Etinde Craig Sinclair

Ruth Green Linda Slakey
DennisHanno Cecilia Trachy

Margaret Wherry



Sen. Doc. No. 05-034

Courses Taken By Undergraduate Students
Through the University of Massachusetts (System) Exchange Program

I. Background

The President, in consultation with the Chancellors, has issued amended guidelines for implementing the
University of Massachusetts Policy on Undergraduate Transfer and Visitor Exchange. The revisions were
worked on at the suggestion of the campuses, including suggestions from the Director of Financial Aid at
this campus. The resulting changes considerably clarify the conditions under which eligible matriculated
undergraduate students at one UMass campus can attend one of the other campuses, full-time, for one or
two semesters.

The amended guidelines affirm that "Course work taken as part of the Exchange Program will be
transferred back to the home campus in accordance with home campus procedures for transfer credit.
Students must follow the host campus procedures for requesting an official transcript to be sent to the
home campus at the end of the Exchange semester. Only credit for course work taken will transfer;
grades and quality points will not transfer. The home campus reserves the right to determine if credit
earned on UMass Exchange will count towards residency requirements and/or any limitations on
allowable transfer credit."

I1. AMC Observations

In light of the above, the Amherst campus is required to establish how credits earned by its students
through this University of Massachusetts (System) exchange will be counted towards the Amherst campus
residency requirement, taking in consideration that:

1. University of Massachusetts Amherst’s limitations on allowable transfer credit are already well
established.

2. University of Massachusetts Amherst is a regular and long-standing participant in the National
Student Exchange Program. The credits earned through the National Student Exchange Program are
awarded and count towards the residency requirements, however, the grades are not calculated into
the GPA.

[1l. AMC Recommendations

The AMC recommends that University of Massachusetts (System) exchange credits be treated
symmetrically with those earned through the National Student Exchange Program. Credits are awarded
and count towards the residency requirements, but the grades earned are not calculated into the GPA.

MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve that credits earned through the University

39-05 of M assachusetts (System) Exchange Program count towar dsUniver sity of
M assachusetts Amherst’sresidency requirements, though the grades are not
calculated into the GPA, as recommended by the Academic Matter s Council
in Sen. Doc. No. 05-034.



