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Sen. Doc. No. 03-029

A student who wishes to graduate with honors (cum laude, magna cum laude, summa
cum laude) must, according to current regulations, have a minimum of 48 graded
resdency credits. Thisrule applies to students graduating cum laude on the basis of
grade point average alone, as well as to Commonwealth Scholars who complete the
requirements of Commonwealth College. The Academic Matters Council, upon the
advice of the curriculum committee of Commonwealth College, recommends that the
requirement be amended from 48 graded residency credits to 45 graded residency
credits.

The requirement of 48 graded residency credits limits the opportunities for some
transfer students to participate in programs offered by the University, such as
internships or community service learning programs that are graded on a pass/fail
basis. Commonwealth College wishes to encourage all students to engage in these
activities, but finds that to do so would jeopardize the €ligibility of some of its finest
transfer studentsto graduate with honor s recognition.

The University requires a minimum of 45 creditsin residence. Thereisno stipulation
that these be graded credits. The Academic Matters Council believes that it is
appropriate that the minimum number of residency credits should be graded, if a
student wishes to graduate with honors, but does not see a justification for
maintaining a higher minimum credit requirement, particularly when balanced
against the opportunitiesthat might belost for some transfer students.

MOVED: That the Faculty Senate set at 45 the minimum number of graded

32-03 creditsrequired for graduation with Honor s (cum laude, magna cum
laude, summa cum laude), as recommended by the Academic Matters
Council in Sen. Doc. No. 03-029.



