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A. Introduction

The primary accomplishment of the Advancement Council in 2004-05 was the development, in cooperation
with the Chancellor and Vice Chancellor for Advancement, of a communications strategy for informing
faculty and staff of the goals and priorities of the upcoming capital campaign, and for soliciting response
from the campus community. Council members met with the Chancellor to discuss faculty concerns about
the campaign and suggested a campus-based campaign planning process—centering on the posting of an
online brochure outlining campaign priorities—which was endorsed by the Senate. The Council then
reviewed drafts of the campaign priorities and an accompanying question-and-answer page, raised specific
guestions about content, and suggested changes in format. The final document was posted to the campus
community for review and comment in early 2005. The Chair of the Council remains a member of the
UMass Amherst Foundation Board and of its Finance and Audit Committee, and served in 2004 as a member
of the search committee for the Assistant Vice Chancellor for Development. Members of the Council were
provided with agendas and minutes from all Foundation Board meetings. Finally, the Council continued its
regular oversight and advisory functions regarding University Advancement as well as the Public Affairs and
News Offices.

B. Meetings

October 6, 2004: reports on the June Foundation Board meeting and Finance and Audit Committee meeting;
Advancement update; campaign update from Bill Simmons, campaign consultant.

October 12, 2004: special meeting with the Chancellor to address faculty concerns about the campaign and to
discuss a process for communication

November 5, 2004: reports on the October Foundation Board Meeting, Homecoming weekend, and the
“Cosby Comes Home” event.

December 10, 2004: review and comments on the draft of campaign priorities and the accompanying Q& A.
February 18, 2005: discussion of role of new Assistant Vice Chancellor for Advancement, Toivo Tammerk;
discussion of integrated communications plan for the campaign, and of leadership briefings and campaign
related events.

March 25, 2005: remarks by Toivo Tammerk; report on the March Foundation Board Meeting.

April 29, 2005: reports on the activities of the Public Affairs Office by its Director, Richard Conner, and on
the News Office by its Director, Edward Blaguszewski

C. Conclusion

As the Campaign commences its “quiet” phase, the Council remains committed to working in cooperation
with Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, and Development staff, engaging faculty participation, and offering
constructive response to proposed campaign initiatives, and to Advancement activities generaly.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Bartolomeo, Chair
University Advancement Council



