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The Carolyn Harper Fund and Fellowship is an active scholarly awards program, 
administered by the Chair of the Department of Resource Economics at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. It was established in 1993 following the death of Professor Carolyn 
Harper, who as a student and teacher had been affiliated with the department for more than a 
decade. 

Each year the Department of Resource Economics has honored one or two graduate students who 
best exemplify the qualities that Carolyn Harper had in such abundance: scholarly achievement, 
concern for social and environmental issues, and racial and gender justice. This is done in the 
conference room, under the watchful eye of Carolyn's photograph, and attended by all faculty, 
staff and graduate students. It is a special time for us to remember Carolyn collectively, as we do 
throughout the year individually. 

This year’s Carolyn Harper Fellow is Francesca Colantuoni.  Francesca joined us from Napoli, 
Italy, in 2009.  Francesca completed her BS degree in Agricultural Sciences and Technology, an 
MS degree in Agricultural Economics and Policy in Italy before joining us. Francesca’s research 
in Italy focused on food safety issues and farmer’s choice of the Community Supported 
Agriculture model in the urban fringe. Upon joining our department, Francesca began studying 
toward a Ph.D. with a major field in Industrial Organization, and a minor field in Applied 
Econometrics. Francesca shares interests with Carolyn through her research on local food supply 
chains and food policy. She has published 
her research on attitudes towards 
Community Supported Agriculture and 
marketing local foods in international 
journals. Her current research addresses the 
impacts of taxes on soft drink consumption, 
important research for policymakers 
considering ways to address obesity across 
the US. Francesca has been a valued 
member of our Resource Economics family 
through her excellent teaching, serving on 
the graduate studies committee and a search 
committee, providing yummy baked goods 
and carrying furniture on moving days. She 
is one of our warmest and finest department 
citizens, a great choice for this wonderful 
tradition that honors our fine scholars and 
citizens.  



David Nussbaum, Carolyn’s husband, again joined us at the ceremony as did former department 
chair, Cleve Willis, who was instrumental in developing the Carolyn Harper Fellowship Award. 
This year we were also joined by a number of Harper Award winners. The inaugural Harper 
Fellow (1993-94), Juan Camilo-Cardenas, has been here this semester on sabbatical leave from 
the University of the Andes. Carlos Chavez-Rebolledo (1997-98 Fellow) has also been with us 
this semester, on leave from the University of Concepcion. Also joining this year’s celebration 
were Nikolaos Zirogiannis (2007-2008), Brent Dickinson (2009-2010), and Chris Burns (2011-
12). Nikolaos and Chris are completing their PhD degrees in the Department of Resource 
Economics, Brent is a Research Fellow at the Family Forest Research Center here at UMass.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

From the left: Carlos Chavez‐Rebolledo, Chris Burns, Cleve Willis, Francesca Colantuoni, David 
Nussbaum, Juan Camilo‐Cardenas, Nikolaos Zirogiannis and Brent Dickinson. 

For more on the Carolyn Harper Fellowship Award, or to make a donation, go to:   
http://www.umass.edu/resec/giving/harper.shtml



Carolyn Harper Fellowship Award Recipients 
 

1993-1994: Juan Camilo Cardenas 
1994-1995: Tracy Brocks 

1994-1995: Michelle Gerry 
1995-1996: Michelle McGregor 

1996-1997: Jennifer (Lewis) Gruber 
1996-1997: Billy Manoka 

1997-1998: Tammy Barlow Murphy 
1997-1998: Carlos Chavez-Rebolledo 

1998-1999: Ina Porras 
1999-2000: Marcelo Caffera 
1999-2000: Corinna Noelke 

2000-2001: T. Rob Fetter 
2001-2002: Colin Cushman 

2002-2003: Ning Ding 
2002-2003: Maria Alejandra Velez 

2003-2004: Sirisha Naidu 
2006-2007: Bernardo Urdaneta 

2006-2007: David McEvoy 
2007-2008: Nikolaos Zirogiannis 

2008-2009: Laura Alayon 
2008-2009: Michelle Woodford 

2009-2010: Brent Dickinson 
2009-2010: Kate Rallis 

2010-2011: César Viteri Mejía 
2010-2011: David Timmons 

2011-2012: Christopher Burns 
2012-2013: Francesca Colantuoni 

 
 


