Adoption of the 8th edition of the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (new Guide).
In December 2010, the National Academies Press released the 8th Edition of the Guide (PDF).  By 1/1/13 UMass must be either fully compliant with the new Guide or have documented plans for full compliance.  OLAW has published a “new Guide” position statement http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/2011positionstatement.htm.  
Effective immediately the UMass IACUC will be applying the new Guide standards to ensure UMass is in compliance by 1/1/2013 or has plans in place to bring us into compliance.  The IACUC can still approve exceptions to the Guide for scientific reasons but not for cost, convenience, and other non-scientific reasons.   
OLAW has put revised inspection and program review checklists on its website http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/sampledoc/checklist_html.htm#2a to assist institutions in ensuring they meet the standards laid out in the new Guide.  Items that are either new or contain new material are flagged:
· Animal Care and Use Program 
· Disaster Planning and Emergency Preparedness
· IACUC
· IACUC Training 
· Personnel Security
· Clinical Care
· Drug Storage and Control
· Aquatic Animal Housing
· Imaging/Whole Body Irradiation
· Hazardous Agent Containment
· Behavioral Studies
Below are a few (but not all) areas of UMass’ program where some changes will be needed:
1)  Training of personnel.  IACUC training must, at minimum, expand coverage of “reporting concerns” and “occupational health”.  IACUC basic classroom training will be expanded to 1 ½ hours (1 hour for field researchers) effective immediately.
2)  Cage size.  New minimum cage sizes may impact some animal housing arrangements.    
3)  Satellite housing.  The IACUC can only approve housing animals, either temporarily or permanently,  in labs when scientifically necessary and when a physical environment (HVAC and HVAC monitoring) equivalent to an animal facility can be guaranteed.
4)  Behavioral studies/unusual phenotypes.  Behavioral studies and/or phenotypes of transgenic or mutant strains of animals sometimes require special physical housing conditions.  For studies that require special housing conditions the IACUC should not approve the proposed project unless the Physical Plant needs for the study can be met.  
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