
RAP COURSES: SPRING 2021

Open to ALL UMass first-year students!
The courses listed below are being taught Face-to-Face on campus.

Residential Academic Programs rap@acad.umass.edu

COURSE COURSE TITLE GEN ED SPIRE NO. CLASSROOM DAY & TIME

Afro-American Studies 151 Intro to Black Music ALDU 71686 TBD M/W/F 11:15-12:05PM

Anthropology 104 Culture, Society and People SBDG 71926 TBD M/W 4:00-5:15PM

Anthropology 150 Ancient Civilizations HSDG 71928 TBD Tu/Th 11:30-12:45PM

Comparative Literature 131 Brave New World ALDG 73967 TBD M/W 2:30-3:45PM

History 111 World History Since 1500 HSDG 84619 TBD Tu/Th 2:30-3:45PM

History 154 Social Change in the 1960s HSDU 84620 TBD Tu/Th 10:00-11:15PM

History 181 History of Western Sci & Tech HS 84621 TBD M/W 2:30-3:45PM

Kinesiology 100 Introduction to Kinesiology BS 78004/ 78007 TBD Tu/Th 4:15-5:30PM

Philosophy 164 Medical Ethics AT 84623 TBD M/W 4:00-5:15PM

Philosophy 170 Problems in Social Thoughts SB 84624 TBD Tu/Th 2:30-3:45PM

Political Science 111 Comparative Politics SB 80910 TBD M/W/F 10:10-11:00AM

Resource Economics 102 Intro to Resource Economics SB 81636 TBD M/W/F 12:20-1:10PM

1. Either go right to the course using the info on the chart OR
2. To search for the list of options, use the RAP/TAP/HLC drop-down menu as a search criteria

3. Choose “RAP: Generic RAP class”
If you have trouble enrolling, email the RAP Office:

rap@acad.umass.edu

Can I enroll in more than one?
Students are being asked to only take one face-to-face 
course in the Spring.
Can I enroll in a Spring RAP course if I am not in 
a RAP now?
Yes! Spring RAP courses are for ANY first-year UMass 
student. In fact, we encourage students who did not 
join a Fall RAP to take a Spring RAP course.
Will I have to live with students in the Spring RAP 
course?
No: there is no living component to these courses.

What’s the point of taking a RAP course if I don’t 
live with the students in my class?
RAP courses have special features that are great for 
first-year students:

• Interactive course structure
• Small class size (30 students or fewer)
• Only first-year students in your course
• Great instructors
• Learn about resources and opportunities on/

off campus
• Includes college success strategies

SPIRE HOW-TO:

Frequently Asked Questions: Spring Semester RAP Courses

umass.edu/rap

SEE BELOW FOR FULL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS.
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Spring 2021 RAP Course Descriptions 

Click on the course in the table of contents below to jump to the description. 
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AfroAm 151 – “Literature & Culture: Intro to Black Music” – instructor 
Olivia Ekeh 
“Everyone’s a critic” especially when it comes to music. But how does one critically engage music? More 
specifically, where does one even begin to build an analytical understanding of a genre of music? In this 
course, we will approach Black genres of music from historical, cultural and literary perspectives. 
Further, we will discuss the ways in which Black music permeates other forms of culture such as 
literature and media (film, fashion, dancing, etc.). Topics will include the simultaneous evolution of the 
blues and jazz, the radicalization of jazz after WWII, the sexual politics of soul and funk music and the 
creation of hip-hop culture from the remnants of disco. By the end of this course you will be able to 
identify and define characteristics that exemplify a basic knowledge of the Black music genres explored 
during the course. This knowledge can serve as a foundation for further study in music, history and/or 
Afro Am studies. 

 

Anthro 104 – “Culture, Society and People” – instructor joohyeon han-
johnson 
This course provides an introduction to the field of cultural anthropology: the study of how people make 
meaning within and as a result of their social contexts.   

Throughout the semester we will look for answers to the big questions: What is ‘culture’? How do we 
“learn” these cultures? and What role does culture play in who we are and how we see ourselves? The 
way we answer these questions will, in turn, affect and be affected by our answers to more specific 
questions about human difference, discourse, and exactly what collective we are envisioning when we 
use the pronouns “us” and “we” in our assignments.  

We will dig into the theory, logistics, and ethical questions raised in the discipline through study of what 
cultural anthropologists do: ethnography. This often requires getting out of the classroom or doing 
homework in unexpected places, spending less time in front of a laptop and more time out in the field, 
building awareness of the acts of seeing, hearing, and recording.   

  Examples of classwork and assignments include:   

• Rethinking maps as a way of understanding space and human interaction  
• Urban sketching techniques that explore the limits & representations of time  
• Deconstructing social media advertisements using visual discourse analysis   
• Grappling with challenging social theory through using stick-people comics  

Cultural anthropology is relevant to all disciplines, and students are welcome to work with the instructor 
to gear their coursework/assignment portfolio toward topics that will bolster their own areas of study.  

 

 

 



Anthro 150 – “Ancient Civilizations” – instructor Danielle Raad 
In this course, we will use archeological data to explore a range of ancient societies around the world. 
We will study questions such as:  

• How can we interpret cultural behavior with only physical remains left to guide us?   
• How can the study of prehistory and past civilizations help us to gain a critical perspective on the 

present?   

We will study small-scale foraging societies, the invention and spread of farming, the emergence of the 
first cities and states, and even the collapse of civilizations. What can we learn from the first societies 
who: domesticated crops; built religious temples; and created different social classes?  

Throughout the course, we’ll discuss different ways that people gain and maintain power from past to 
present and attempt to relate what we see in the archaeological record to our own human experience. 
Throughout the semester, we will learn about methods of research and theories that come from 
archaeology, anthropology, history, materials science, and other disciplines.  

 

CompLit 131 – “Brave New World” – instructor Kate Edwards  
 
This course is inspired by Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World. 
In this RAP course, we will explore contemporary examples of futuristic dystopian societies from around 
the world. 

We will discuss and analyze questions these futuristic societies present for us today such as: where are 
the limits of data surveillance? Should we revisit certain traditions? How do we build a more just society 
for everyone? What makes us human? How do we create positive change in the face of grim ecological 
prospects? 

• Before each class meeting, you have the opportunity to think critically about the reading/video 
in three ways: argumentative (short response), informative (by linking the readings to current 
events), or creative (you can become a character from the text, write a poem, or even draw your 
favorite scene!). 

• Each class is interactive and discussion-based, giving you the opportunity to participate in the 
creation of a supportive learning community with other students who share your interests. 

• You will practice voicing informed perspectives on many topics in a safe open environment 
respectful of other people’s backgrounds, perspectives, and lived experiences. 

• You will work on developing and strengthening your college essay writing skills in personalized 
meetings with the instructor, who will help you throughout the writing process. And, you will 
practice giving and receiving feedback to your peers in small-groups during essay drafting 
workshops. 

 

 

 

 



History 111 – “World History Since 1500” – instructor Justin Burch 
This World History class will center largely on the Global South or what used to be called the Third 
World. It is designed to expand your knowledge base into areas of the world that you have not likely 
encountered before. You will analyze concepts such as colonialism and empire alongside important 
topics such as globalization, technological innovation, nationalism, resistance, and anticolonial struggle.   

The US War in Afghanistan is now in its 19th year and is only second to Vietnam War as America’s 
longest military conflict. Why? What historical events led to American involvement in the Middle East? 
How do we understand global conflict, trade, and technological innovation in the modern world? These 
are some of the many questions we will explore in this interactive World History course.  

We will construct a classroom environment where first year college students  build relationships and 
good academic and social habits that will carry you through your college years at UMass and beyond. In 
addition, fostering community and good practices will be the cornerstone of each course element. 
Traditional lectures will be blended with group projects and individual assignments. Discussion will be an 
integral part of the classroom lectures to allow you the opportunity to dig deeper into the material and 
build upon your skills.  

The world is waiting for you! We hope to see you in the spring!  

 

History 154 – “Social Change in the 1960s” – instructor Andrew Grim 
The 1960s was a time period of profound social upheaval, in which activists challenged existing cultural 
and political norms on multiple fronts. This course will encourage a thematic approach to the history of 
America in the “Long 1960s” (1954-1975), integrating the political, cultural, social and intellectual trends 
that shaped the decade. We will explore: 

• the civil rights and Black Power movements 
• the student New Left and antiwar movement 
• the women’s and gay liberation movements 
• struggles for Asian American, Latinx, and Native American rights 
• the rise of conservatism 

Students will explore the origins of these movements, well-known and lesser-known protests and 
activists of the era, and examine how the various movements intersected. This course looks closely at 
the issues raised by the dissenters of the 1960s. It investigates the following questions: 

• What conditions spurred the movements for social change in the 1960s? 
• What new visions of American society did they offer? 
• What did these movements achieve? What has been the lasting impact of these movements? 

 

 



History 181 – “History of Western Science & Technology” – instructor 
Shay Olmstead 
This course investigates Scientific Thinking by examining Western science and technology from the 
Scientific Revolution to the AIDS epidemic through a social and cultural lens.  Over the course of the 
semester, we will research, read, write about, and discuss the following questions:  

• What is “science”? Who are “scientists”?  
• How did science as we now know it come to be?  
• How has science influenced culture, politics, and religion?  
• How has science been used to explore, explain, and predict the human condition?  
• How have industry and the state promoted, regulated, and utilized scientific inquiry?  

In exploring this topic, we will do three things:  

1. Learn about some of the key scientific ideas, discoveries, and players of the modern age  
2. Critically examine science’s historical interaction with culture, politics, and religion  
3. Build important critical thinking, logic, research, and organization skills.  

By the end of the semester, students should be able to critically evaluate, analyze, and otherwise 
engage with both primary and secondary sources and discuss their thoughts with their classmates in a 
lively and respectful manner. Please note: this course is equivalent in content, credit, and workload to 
the course section taught on the main campus. 

 

Kin 100 – “Introduction to Kinesiology” – instructor Rob Marcotte 
Principles of kinesiology, the science of human movement, apply to many types of individuals, including 
athletes, clinical populations, and you!  

Kinesiology is the utility knife of the applied science fields, encompassing material related to the diverse 
subfields of motor control, exercise physiology, biomechanics, sports medicine, and metabolism.  

Throughout this course, you will be:   

• Provided with a rounded overview of the subfields of Kinesiology including motor control, 
exercise physiology, biomechanics, sports medicine, and exercise neuroscience.  

• Informed of the importance of Kinesiology and how it is being used in our everyday settings.   
• Introduced to scientific research articles and evidence-based theories and practices.  
• Encouraged to think critically about how science is portrayed to the public.  
• Develop skills and strategies to maintain your own lifetime health and wellness.   

On completion of this course, you will be able to demonstrate understanding of the following topics:  

• The goals, scope, significance and methods of the field of Kinesiology  
• The various sub-disciplines of Kinesiology  
• The multidimensional changes in human movement capability that occur with maturation and as 

an adaptation to physical activity   

Additionally, on successful completion of the course, you will have a suitable foundation of skills to carry 
onward in your academic studies and professional careers!  



Phil 164 – “Medical Ethics” – instructor JC Wright 
In this course we will discuss ethical questions and how they apply in the medical field. This course will 
improve your ability to critically engage with arguments, understand your views in medical ethics, and 
effectively defend those views against objections.    

• How do we determine what makes something wrong or right?  
• Does the government have the right to restrict your freedom for your own good?  
• How do we determine who receives treatment and who doesn't when we don't have enough for 

everyone?  
• Is euthanasia permissible?  

Outside of class you will be asked to engage carefully with readings. During class, be prepared to 
participate in lively discussions where we will engage with these pressing issues as viewed through a 
philosophical lens.  

 

Phil 170 – “Problems in Social Thought” – instructor Brian Wermcrantz  

News flash: each of us disagrees with a lot of people about a lot of stuff. What’s particularly concerning 
is that such disagreement often happens on topics of great importance to our daily lives and between 
individuals both of whom are intelligent and well-informed with respect to the topic at hand. I believe 
that eating meat is morally permissible, but a colleague of mine thinks it isn’t. When this happens, what 
should I do? In other words, what’s the most rational way to respond to the fact that I disagree with 
someone is who is just as intelligent and as informed as me with respect to the topic at hand—a person 
who philosophers call my epistemic peer. In response to such disagreement, is it most rational to reduce 
confidence in my belief? Or in such circumstances is it perfectly rational for me to be steadfast and just 
as confident as I was initially? Are there any other rational responses available?  

This is the problem of peer disagreement and this will be our main focus throughout the course. We will 
work our way to this topic by starting with an introduction to philosophical arguments and then 
epistemology—the branch of philosophy devoted to questions about knowledge, rationality, and 
justification (among related issues). Later in the semester, we will examine disagreement in a broader 
context, in particular disagreement in the wake of racial and gender-based discrimination, and the 
current crisis surrounding COVID-19. This course will include several quizzes as well as some 
opportunities to practice and receive feedback on your written work. 

 

 

 

 



PoliSci 111 – “Comparative Politics” – instructor Elif Savas  

We are going through critical times; political reality has been changing recently in unprecedented ways 
and with unprecedented speed. Regardless of your major and academic trajectory, it is becoming more 
important to relate to the political world around you and understand how you connect to your own 
political system and those around the world. This course will teach you the language of politics in a 
particular manner, to speak it critically, conscientiously, and comparatively. Questions we will ask 
include, but are not limited to, "How has the world become what it is today and what is our place in it? 
What is the meaning of and the history behind abstract and large political categories such as states, 
nations and markets?  How did these institutions originate, how have they evolved together, and how 
much will they continue to matter in an increasingly interconnected world? Why do some regions have 
obscene levels of wealth, while others suffer from devastating poverty? How and why do people resist 
different ways of political oppression and to what degree of success? And overall what does it mean to 
"compare"; what tools might comparative politics provide to students, researchers, and citizens, and 
what is its relation to other subfields of Political Science and to other disciplines? Highlighting all these 
questions, this course will use historically critical cases as central pieces of information. While 
underscoring unique aspects in such historical cases, it will also teach important political concepts and 
critical reading and thinking skills. 

 

Res Econ 102 – “Intro to Resource Economics” – instructor Jeronimo 
Montero 
Intro to Recourse Economics is a course taught to introduce students to the economic sciences. Here we 
will study the fundamentals of microeconomics theory and relate these concepts to day-to-day 
situations, with the goal of becoming familiar with foundational economic theories. Throughout this 
course we will go over theory and examples on how consumers and firms make decisions, how those 
decisions affect others within a market framework, and how those externalities sometime lead to 
market failures. Further, this class will provide you with the necessary skills to understand economic 
theory which help you asses the roll you play in society as an individual.  

Completing the course means meeting the pre-requisite for many of the core courses needed for 
Resource Economics, Economics, and Business majors and minors. 
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