
M.S. Degree (NON-Thesis, Off-campus Soils Option)

CHECKOFF -- REQUIREMENTS FOR M.S. (NON-THESIS, OFF- CAMPUS SOILS OPTION )

Requirement Recommended time Date completed

Memo sent by student's advisor to the Graduate Program Director, with a
copy to the student, stating the desired composition of the student's
Guidance/Examination committee.  Graduate Program Director appoints
the Committee

Within 2 semesters of initiation
of program

Student presents Departmental seminar. Prior to final exam

Memo sent by student's advisor to graduate faculty, with a copy sent to the
Graduate Program Director and the student, inviting them to student's final
exam.

At least 7 days before date of
exam

Memo sent by student's advisor to the Graduate Program Director, with a
copy to the student, stating that the student has passed final exam.  Graduate
Program Director will inform the Graduate School if the student passed.

Within 3 years of initiation of
program

If appropriate, Departmental Check-Out Form taken by student to advisor
for signature and taken by student to the Graduate Program Director.

Before signing of Degree
Eligibility Form

Copy of Degree Eligibility Form taken by student to the Graduate Program
Director and the Department Head for signatures.  Student then takes it to
the Graduate School.

As soon as Committee
approves final report



M.S. Degree (NON-Thesis, Off-campus Soils Option)

This page is intended to be used as a convenient check-off sheet.  The information on this page does not
take precedence over the Graduate School requirements.

Required Courses Completed

 Number Course Name Credits Fall Spring Year Credits Grade

PLNTSOIL 696 Independent Study 6

PLNTSOIL 793 Student Presentation Seminar 1

PLNTSOIL 566 Soil Formation 3

PLNTSOIL 575 Environmental Soil Chemistry 3

PLNTSOIL 697S Literature Seminar 3

PLNTSOIL Graduate-level courses (see list below) 8

Two statistics or biometry courses* 6

Note: Students must have 30 credits.  Twenty-one (21) of these must be in major field defined as Plant & Soil Science and  Environmental
Science  courses or closely related courses.  No Pass/Fail grading in major field, except PLNTSOIL 793, is allowed.  At least 12 credits in
letter-graded 600-800 series courses are required.  No more than 6 credits of Independent Study can be taken to meet degree requirements.
An independent written report or literature review is required.  Up to 3 Independent Study credits can be used for this purpose.  No more
than 6 degree credits of grade "B" or better can be transferred from another institution.  A final General Examination is also required.

At least 8 credits in addition to those required must be complete prior to graduation.  These credits must be acquired through completion
of a combination of the following courses:

PLNTSOIL 515 Microbiology of the Soil (3 credits)
PLNTSOIL 591I Hydric Soils (on-campus 2-day workshop) (1 credit)
PLNTSOIL 597M Soil Morphology and Mapping (3 credits)
PLNTSOIL 597X Inorganic Soil Contaminants (3 credits)
PLNTSOIL 597O Organic Contaminants (3 credits)
PLNTSOIL 597S Intermediate Soil Science (3 credits)

* At least one of these courses must be at the 600-800 level (or equivalent).  If one or both of these courses were taken during a previous
degree program, then the 30-credit graduation requirement must be met with additional, approved graduate-level courses, including at
least 2 credits at the 600-800 level.

Other Courses Completed

Number Course Name Credits Fall Spring Year Credits Grade


