
 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Dear Student, 
 
I invite you to observe National Hazing Prevention Week by watching We Don’t Haze. The real-life 
stories in this short documentary remind us that hazing causes psychological and emotional injuries, 
and sometimes death. 
 
“Hazing” is defined as any conduct or method of initiation into an organization, on public or private 
property, which willfully or recklessly endangers the physical or mental health of another person. 
Hazing activities may seem harmless at first, but can lead to riskier and more dangerous behaviors. 
 
Hazing is not just a fraternity and sorority issue. It occurs in all types of clubs and organizations: 
athletic teams, pre-professional organizations, performing arts groups, and more. It can happen 
remotely as well as in person. 
 
It can be difficult to recognize hazing because hazing is sometimes misunderstood or minimized as a 
positive group bonding experience or harmless joke. Activities that may be acceptable to one person 
are humiliating, degrading, and harmful to another. The line between seemingly harmless and harmful 
activities can quickly be crossed. Alcohol consumption, uneven group power dynamics, peer pressure, 
and groupthink can all impair good judgment. 
 
It is important to note that even if participants are “willing” to take part in hazing activities, hazing is still 
a serious violation of the Code of Student Conduct and Massachusetts law. 
 
When hazing is happening, it's not easy to know how to respond. HazingPrevention.Org recommends 
these four steps for staying safe: 

1. Assess the situation: Learn to recognize hazing when it is happening around you. 
2. Speak out! Express your concerns and suggest alternatives. Remind others of your group's 

goals and mission. 
3. Remove yourself safely: Do not physically intervene and do not drive away from a situation 

if you are under the influence of alcohol or other drugs. 
4. Report: If life is in danger, call 911. As soon as possible, notify the proper authorities. 

Talking openly and honestly about hazing is key to preventing it. If you have been hazed, campus 
support resources are available. To report hazing, contact UMass Police and/or Student Conduct and 
Community Standards Office. If you are a member or leader of an organization and would like more 
information about how to prevent hazing or alternative ideas for group activities please contact Student 
Engagement and Leadership. 
 
Sincerely, 
Evelyn L. Ashley, Ph.D. 
Dean of Students 
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